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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 
RISING COSTS, shortage of bricks and lack of amenity buildings 


are among the problems causing most concern to the new town 
development corporations, according to their annual reports 


just published. p. 221 


THE FINANCIAL RESOLUTION in connection with the 
Housing Repairs and Rents Bill was considered by the House 
of Commons in Committee on January 20. p. 224 


THE NFBTE COUNCIL, according to its annual report, 
considers that the subject of housing standards and house- 
builders’ registration should receive the earnest consideration 
of every local association and, where it has not already been 
done, efforts should be made to create in as many centres as 
possible active committees of registered house-builders pledged to 
sound standards, who would thus be able to negotiate more 
effectively with local authorities and local building societies and 
to make their point of view known to the public generally. p. 226 


WITH WHAT IS HAPPENING in other industries in mind, 
I suggest that the time may be opportune for consideration to 
be given to the setting up of a joint committee to undertake a 
comprehensive review of our wages structure,’ said Mr. Wilfred 
Horsfall, in his retiring speech as president, at the annual 
meeting of the NF BTE on fanuary 27. p. 227 


EXPLAINING the first year’s programme of work of the 
European Productivity Agency, in London last week, Dr. 
Alexander King, chairman of the Agency’s Productivity and 
Applied Research Committee, said that the building industry 
was selected as being in need of a great deal more research on 
the organisation of building operations, the standardisation of 
building components and the working out of an agreed system 
of modular co-ordination. p. 228 


A PROPOSAL to harness “ the fertile minds of architects ”” and 
the “‘zood sense of builders’? in conjunetion with quantity 


surveyors to a competition in some of the large cities on schemes 
of housing design, was made by Mr. Ernest Marples at the 
annual meeting of the Southern Counties Federation of Building 
Trades Employers. p. 229 
EMPLOYERS AND OPERATIVES by no means made up 
the building team, said Mr. W. S. Fones, incoming president 
of the Southern Counties Federation, at its annual meeting last 
week. If the objective of reducing costs was to be achieved, all 
parties had an important part to play, he said. p. 229 
AN ARTICLE on the construction of roads by stabilising soil 
appears on p. 231 


PRACTISING BUILDERS 
A LETTER from Mr. Philip Smallwood, published in the 


correspondence columns this week, draws attention 
afresh to the dissatisfaction felt by many builders at the 
position occupied by the Institute of Builders at a time when 
the revocation of Regulation 56 AB, and the freedom this 
gives to all and sundry to practise as builders without even 
the mere formality of registration, brings to the minds of 
those who have the wellbeing of the building industry at 
heart the urgent need for registration by qualification. 

A building owner is entitled to know, before employing a 
builder, whether he and his senior staff are knowledgeable 
and qualified. 

Membership of the Institute of Builders in the appropriate 
degree (as Licentiate, Associate, Member or Fellow) would 
appear to be the answer—but it would seem that, throughout 
the whole country, there are only about two thousand Institute 
of Builder members of all grades, including 1,131 Licentiates 
and a number of Associates, many of the latter class being 
engaged in educational establishments, and therefore not in 
the industry for practical purposes. 

If, as asserted by Mr. Smallwood (who speaks not only 
as a builder of experience and a past-President to the London 
Master Builders’ Association but as a supporter for 20 
years of the Institute of Builders), there are at least 50,000 
builders and senior staff members who should be so qualified 
throughout the country, the industry should see to it that 
a great recruiting drive be launched immediately, and that 
any alteration in the constitution governing the Institute 
or in its staffing that may be necessary as a_ prerequisite 
to such a recruiting drive should be fully discussed and 
firmly tackled at the earliest possible moment, so that, at 
the next annual general meeting, the membership can be 
satisfied that the Institute will, in future, serve the purpose 
for which it is designed in such a fashion as will keep the 
present membership and attract the many thousands of new 
members who, in our opinion, should long before this have 
been within the ranks of membership. 


PRACTICAL STEPS IN RESEARCH 


HE National Federation of Building Trades Employers 
has decided to co-operate with the Building Research 
Station in arranging facilities for full-scale trials on various 
building problems under practical working conditions. 
This is a welcome and indeed historic step. Hitherto, the 
research scientist has had to depend for full-scale trials almost 
entirely on the co-operation of individual research-minded 
builders or local authorities, one of the most outstanding 
examples of such co-operation being the tower crane experi- 
ment at Norwich. There have also been experiments such as 
the Abbots Langley investigation into problems of heating 
and sound insulation, but these have been all too rare. In 
any event, it is obviously desirable that practical trials of this 
nature should be carried out by a number of different builders 
working under varying conditions. The NFBTE scheme 
(preliminary details of which were given in our issue last week) 
will enable this to be done. 
The results of this new venture should be far-reaching. 
Apart from enabling more systematic and widely based trials 
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to be carried out, this co-operation between scientists and 
builders on practical work should lead to a better under- 
standing of each other’s outlook and problems; indeed, in 
the long run this aspect may prove to be of even greater im- 
portance than the practical results of the particular trials which 
may be undertaken. 

The first list of subjects agreed between the National 
Federation research committee and the Building Research 
Station is eminently practical. They are all subjects on which 
the BRS have carried experiments to an advanced stage, but 
on which certain practical points of detail remain to be 
investigated. ‘Three of the six subjects chosen—zinc oxy- 
chloride treatments for walls infected with dry-rot ; methods 
of reducing deterioration of domestic boiler flues; and 
methods of renovating old houses, with particular emphasis on 
plastering and decorating on damp walls—are of special 
importance in view of the Government’s new policies for 
the repair and maintenance of existing houses. A research 
programme ought never to be looked at solely in terms of 
immediate or short-term gains, but there can be little doubt 
that under present conditions the maximum advantage to 
the industry and the public is to be obtained by concentrating 
on the improvement and development of “traditional ” 
building rather than by the search for more revolutionary 
methods. Certainly, there is nothing in the present pro- 
posals which even the most conservatively minded architect 
or builder need fear as being likely to undermine the basis 
of traditional building. 

The full details of the scheme have, apparently, still to be 
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worked out. The NFBTE research committee has set up a 
sub-committee to organise these details and to select members 
of the Federation able and willing to carry out the experiments, 
it will also be the duty of the sub-committee to act as liaison 
between the BRS and individual members during the actual 
course of the experiments. The sub-committee deserves the 
good wishes of the whole industry in carrying out its task, 

The adoption of this scheme by the National Federation 
should do much to remove the reproach that the building 
industry has been insufficiently aware of the opportunities 
which scientific research affords and of the industry’s respon- 
sibility in this regard to the public. 

In wholeheartedly welcoming the scheme we would add 
that it does not relieve the industry of the responsibility of 
making greater efforts in the field of research and technical 
information. In particular, there will still be need for a 
central organisation for the building industry as a whole to 
provide means of disseminating the results of research to the 
industry and able, if need be, to initiate research prcj:cts of 
its own. Indeed, the existence of such an organisation will 
be essential if the present scheme of co-operation between the 
NFBTE and the BRS is to be fully effective, since it will be 
necessary to have the means of getting the results of this work 
across to the industry at large. It is to be hoped that the 
NFBTE, which has just given such a magnificent lead to the 
industry in this matter of research, will shortly consider, 
in the light of the results of present research, whether it 
cannot now take the initiative in forming a building industry 
research organisation. 











From the drawing by Arthur C. Fare, RWA. 


THE THEATRE ROYAL, BRISTOL. This famous theatre, which was designed by James Paty, and opened in 1766, has 
recently had war damage repaired, and the interior redecorated, under the supervision of Mr. }. Ralph Edwards, FRIBA (see note). 
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NOTES & NEWS 


CUTTING HOUSING COSTS 


N the course of the second reading of 
the Housing Repairs and Rents Bill, 
Mr. Ernest Marples, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary to the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, referred to the contribution 
which team work could make to the 
reduction of house-building costs. Mr. 
Marples developed this theme further last 
week when he told tne Southern Counties 
builders that preliminary meetings had 
been held at his Ministry to consider how 
best competitions could be organised in 
some of the large cities by which the joint 
skills and endeavours of architects and 
builders, assisted by quantity surveyors, 
could be deployed on housing. 

It is learnt that the final form which 
such competitions might take is yet to be 
decided, but the Ministry is to be con- 
gratulated on tackling an aspect of build- 
ing procedure which has already been 
proved to be valuable in reducing costs. 
The worth of such collaboration was 
amply demonstrated in the £1,000 house 
competition organised by The Builder in 
1950, and won by Mr. J. Lewis Womers- 
ley, now City Architect of Sheffield, and 
his then deputy at Northampton, Mr. 
Geoffrey Hopkinson — a competition 
which followed an earlier experiment in 
collaboration initiated in 1945 by the 
House-Building Industries Standing Com- 
mittee to which Mrs. M. Pleydell-Bouverie 
was secretary. A similar experiment on a 
larger scale has more recently been success- 
fully conducted at Strasbourg. Some 
details were given in our issue of 
November 27. 

Details of the competition (in which it 
is understood that the RIBA, the RICS, 
the NFBTE and Association of Municipal 
Corporations are among the _ bodies 
being consulted) will be awaited with 
interest. Whether the Ministry will go 
so far as to allow the room areas set out 
in its Dudley Report to be adopted or 
not at the discretion of the competitors 
remains to be seen. If not, then the 
“architect’s fertile mind,’’ to which Mr. 
Marples referred last week, can scarcely 
be deployed to its fullest extent. The 
new scheme is said to aim at a three- 
bedroom house costing not more than 
£1,500. It is worth remembering, per- 
haps, that in 1950, Messrs. Womersley 
and Hopkinson produced a comfortable 
house which, when built in 1951 at 
Northampton in a _ period of sharply 
rising costs, cost £1,083 and was yet only 
49 sq. ft. below the Dudley minimum. 
There is surely a lesson here ! 


ADDRESS TO RIBA STUDENTS 


Mr. Howarp ROBERTSON, president of 
the RIBA, will give his annual address to 
students on February 2. At the same 
meeting Mr. Basil Spence, OBE, ARA, 
ARSA, will criticise the work submitted 
for prizes and studentships. The meeting 
will commence at 6 p.m. 


VENETIAN VILLAS EXHIBITION 


_A pispLay of photographs of Venetian 
Villas is to be the RIBA’S major spring 
exhibition. It will be on view from 
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February 25 to March 27, and will be 
opened by the Italian Ambassador. 

The exhibition, which has already been 
shown with conspicuous success at Tre- 
viso, Milan and Rome, is being brought 
to London specially for showing at the 
Institute. It consists of exceptionally 
fine photographs of villas in the Italian 
province of Venetia, ranging in style from 
early Venetian Gothic to the Neo- 
classicism of the Napoleonic era. There are 
eight main sections in the exhibition, 
corresponding with the eight regions that 
make up the province—Venice, Verona, 
Vicenza, Padua, Treviso, Rovigo, Udine 
and Belluno. 

In addition to numerous examples of 
Gothic and Palladian architecture, the 
exhibition includes a photograph of the 
remains of Petrarch’s famous villa at 
Arqua, built in the mid-fourteenth cen- 
tury, which was to become the prototype 
of the first country houses in Venetia. 
It is expected that the exhibition will visit 
some of the major towns in Britain after it 
has been shown in London. 

Another exhibition, ‘ Polish Architec- 
ture,’”’ sponsored by the Polish Cultural 
Institute, will be shown at the Royal 
Institute early in April. "This exhibition 
shows the enormous amount of recon- 
struction which has been accomplished 
since the war and the opportunities which 
have been taken to replan and remodel the 
devastated towns. A large section of the 
exhibition deals with the rebuilding of 
Warsaw. 


COMING EVENTS 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 30 
INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY SURVEYORS.—“ The Valua- 
tion of Insurance Claims,’’ by Mr. H. V. Mace. White 








Horse Hotel, Congreve-street, Birmingham. 3 p.m. 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1 
RICS.—‘“ Current Problems of the Property 
Manager,’’ by Mr. F. W. Kenchington, FRICS. 


12, Great George-street, SW1. 5.30 p.m. 

SOCIETY OF ENGINEERS.—Presidential 
Mr. W. R. Howard. 
House, W1. 5.30 p.m. 

MIDDLESEX CouNTY CouNcIL.—‘ Building To-Day 
Exhibition.’”’ Willesden Technical College, Denzil- 
road, NW10. 3 p.m. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2 

RIBA.—President’s address to students and criticism 
of work submitted for prizes and studentships, by 
Mr. Basil Spence, OBE, ARA, ARSA, 66, Portland- 
place, W1. 6 p.m. 

DESIGN AND INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION.—“ Shape of 
Things to Come in Harlow,’’ by Mr. W. Eric Adams, 
CBE. Royal Society, Burlington House, Piccadilly, 
W1. 12.30 p.m. 


4 address by 
Geological Society, Burlington 


Housinc CENTRE.—‘‘ Housing in France,” by 
Mr. B. S. Townroe. 13, Suffolk-street, Haymarket, 
SW1. 1.15 p.m. 


INSTITUTION OF SANITARY ENGINEERS.— Soil and 
Waste Pipes Above Ground,’’ by G. Lloyd Ackers, 
MICE, MIStructE. Caxton Hall, Westminster. 6 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—‘ American Agricul- 
tural Buildings,’’ by Mr. F. H. Holder. 34, Bedford- 
square, WCl. 6.15 p.m. 

VICTORIA AND ALBERT MuseuM.—‘‘ Meaning and 
Symbol in William Blake: (1) The Gates of Paradise,” 
by Mr. George Wingfield Digby. V. and A. Museum, 


South Kensington, SW7. 6.15 p.m. 

RoyaL Society or Arts.—‘‘ The History and 
Achievements of Sanitary Engineering,’’ by Mr. F. E. 
Bruce, AMICE, John Adam-street, Adelphi, WC2. 
2.30 p.m. 

LONDON BUILDERS’ FOREMEN’S —ASSOCIATION.— 


“ Building Contract Procedure,’’ by Mr. D. E. Weood- 
bine Parish. Memorial Hall, Farringdon-street, EC. 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4 

Town PLANNING INSTITUTE.—‘‘ The Planners and 
the Planned—Equity and Citizen,’’ by Lord Justice 
Denning. Livingstone Hall, Broadway, Westminster, 
SW1. 6 p.m. 

RICS.—‘ Linear Measurement: Some __ Recent 
Methods,”’ by Brigadier H. A. L. Shewell, OBE, 
FRICS. 12, Great George-street, SW1. 5.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF WELDING.—‘‘ Avoiding Fatigue in 
Welded Structures,’”? by Dr. . Week, AMICE. 
Mansion House, Portland-place, W1. 7.30 p.m. 
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A BRISTOL THEATRE 

Tue THEATRE RoyAL in King-street, 
Bristol (see facing page) was designed by 
James Paty, a local architect, and opened in 
1766. It is still almost as designed, and 
is a period piece of unique value, as being 
the only building of such an age with a 
continuous existence as atheatre. Extern- 
ally it was not very interesting, and the 
old gables and portico were removed about 
50 years ago and the theatre was re- 
fronted as it appears to-day. 

After the war, some damage was 
repaired and the interior was redecorated 
in green and gold under the supervision 
of Mr. J. Ralph Edwards, MBE, FRIBA, 
and now presents a handsome interior. 
To-day it is under the aegis of the Arts 
Council, and the most famous plays are 
staged and presented by a _ brilliant 
company. 

The drawing was lent to The Builder 
by Mrs. R. F. Lyne, chairman of the 
Bristol Old Vic Theatre Club, Bristol. 


DOVER FLATS SCHEME 

THE RoyaL FINE ArT COMMISSION 
have objected to the scheme in its present 
form for the erection by the Dover 
Corporation of flats overlooking the sea 
front for which first prize in an architec- 
tural competition was awarded last autumn 
to Messrs. Dalgliesh and Pullen, FF.RIBA 
(illustrated in The Builder of October 2, 
1953). A letter from the Commission, 
stating their views, was considered at a 
meeting of the Dover town council on 
Tuesday. 

It is reported that the RFAC dis- 
approved of the scheme for the following 
reasons: (a) the erection of a continuous 
screen of buildings between the town 
harbour along the water front would be 
detrimental to the amenities of Dover ; 
(b) the height of the curved block at the 
north-eastern end was excessive having 
regard to the scale of the surroundings 
and the view of the town and castle from 
the sea. It is understood that the corpora- 
tion are prepared to consider modification 
of the design to meet the requirements of 
the RFAC so far as such modifications 
are reasonable and practicable. 


NATIONAL FEDERATION DANCE 


ALWAYS a most pleasant curtain-raiser 
to the more serious business of the annual 
meeting next day, the dinner-dance of 
the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, held at the Dorchester 
on Tuesday, was highly enjoyable. Though 
occupying rather too much time, the 
speeches were good, and an air of mutual 
congratulation was evident. Mr. Horsfall 
congratulated Sir David Eccles on the 
conduct of his Department -and_ the 
Minister, who obviously enjoyed Mr. 
Horsfall’s remark that it was to be hoped 
he would long remain at Lambeth Bridge 
House, and not only because ‘‘ we should 
otherwise have to go through the business 
of training and bringing up another 
Minister,’ paid handsome tribute to the 
whole industry for its increased pro- 
ductivity which figures would show, he 
thought, as being rather better than 10 
per cent. Mr. Grosvenor pr=posed the 
‘“* Guests,’ Mr. Trevor Evans responding. 
Dancing and an excellent cabaret brought 
1.30 p.m. all too soon. 
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A RETIRING PRESIDENT 


Mr. WILFRED HorsFaLt, who handed 
over the reins of office of President of the 
NFBTE to Mr. G. W. Grosvenor two 
days ago, can look back on an eventful 
year’s work well and truly done. The 
Presidency of the National Federation is 
no sinecure ; apart from weekly journeys 
to London to preside at council and 
committee meetings, the Employers’ leader 
is naturally first choice to represent 
builders on the numerous advisory and 
consultative committees of the Govern- 
ment departments concerned with the 
industry. In addition, the office involves 
travelling some 25,000 to 30,000 miles in 
the course of the year on visits to Regional 
Federations and Local Associations affili- 
ated to the National body. 

Exceptional ability in guiding meetings 
through difficult and often contentious 
agendas, a capacity for hard and pains- 
taking work and an abundance of sound 
Yorkshire humour have been the qualities 
which have marked the success of Mr. 
Horsfall’s year of office. The part played 
by the National Federation in acting as 
joint hosts with the FCEC for the General 
Assembly of the International Federation 
of Building and Public Works last summer 
laid an additional heavy burden on his 
shoulders but, as was the case at the 
Building Exhibition with a modest charm 
and dignity of manner which has clearly 
proved the Federation’s wisdom in electing 
him to the senior office. 


HOSPITAL RESEARCH 


Mr. D. A. GoLpFINcH, FRIBA, archi- 
tect to the Birmingham Regional Hospital 
Board, has been appointed as British 
architect member of the International 
Hospital Federation’s Planning, Con- 
struction and Equipment Research Com- 
mittee. 
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LANCS APPOINTMENT 


Mr. RicHarD ALLPORT WILLIAMS, 
MBE, BArch(L’pool), ARIBA, has been 
appointed Deputy County Architect to the 
Lancashire County Council. Mr. 
Williams has held a similar position with 
the Cumberland County Council. since 
1948. 


MOW APPOINTMENT 


THE Minister of Works, Sir David 
Eccles, MP, has appointed Mr. J. H. S. 
Burgess to be his private secretary in 
succession to Mr. E. H. A. Stretton. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


As from Monday last, January 25, the address of the 
Norwich office of Messrs. Davis, BELFIELD AND 
EVEREST, will be 38, Prince of Wales-road. Tel. No.: 
Norwich 28194-5. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, January 29, 1854 


THE GREAT WESTERN STATION AT 
PADDINGTON.—The new station for the 
Great Western Railway, at Paddington, 
covers a very large area, and presents a 
remarkable piece of construction in the 
iron roofs which cover the departure and 
arrival platform. "There are three of 
these, side by side, with a centre transept, 
where four light iron pillars carry the 
diagonal ribs at the crossing in the centre. 
The ironwork displays a considerable 
amount of design, and the whole is very 
congruous. Colour is sparingly intro- 
duced—red and grey. Each vault is 
covered at the sides, about half-way up, 
with corrugated iron: the remainder is 
glazed. 


The booking-office is very plain, but 
has a little colour effectively introduced in 
and round the skylight. 








“ THRESHOLD,”’ a sculpture in bas-relief in Portland, stone, by Mitzi Cunliffe, 
which was recently unveiled over the main entrance to the Manchester High School for 


Girls (F. S. Beaumont, FRIBA, architect). 


In content, the sculpture, which is 


103 ft. long, symbolises the functions of a school, and is intended to convey the idea of 


first beginnings and of potentialities. 


The left-hand panel, Britain’s Past, uses the 


ancient forms of a sea-swept island ; specifically, there is a group of germinating 
shapes that represent the flint in the chalk, the convolutions of coral formations, the 


convolutions of the brain, and the microscopic patterns of organic life. 
sweep of water, then a sea anemone and finally a shell. 


panionship, shows two girls. 


Next comes a 
The centre panel, Com- 


One facing the spectator holds a young budding plant. 


The other, in back view with long braided hair, holds her hand up in a listening 


gesture. 
and the past. 
hand of the girl in the centre. 


As the first figure confronts the future, so this one is meant to suggest memory 
The right-hand panel, Growing, repeats the organic shape held in the 
The first shape in the panel is a germinating seed. The 


plants to the right of it show an increasingly florid development toward maturity. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


THE INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


ee The letters published in your 

issues of January 8 and 22 are fresh 
indications that something is seriously 
wrong with the policy of the Institute of 
Builders on conditions of entry to its 
examinations. And it is in the nature of 
things that for every case that comes to 
light there are others that do not. | 
myself have been made aware of many, 
and I was personally involved in one in 
1947 ; for a year I tried, without success, 
to get it placed before the Council of the 
Institute. During the five years I was 
on the Council, I sought, again un- 
successfully, to get the general question 
of conditions of entry for the Institute’s 
examinations put on the Council’s agenda 
for their consideration. 

As Associate and Fellow I have sup- 
ported the Institute for more than 20 years, 
but my experience over the last six at 
last convinced me that the opinion of 
others who had served before me (at the 
time I refused to believe it) was correct 
and that the Institute was failing in the 
task it was created to fulfil. By the end 
of last year it had been made abundantly 
clear to me that the majority of members 
of Council were content to leave affairs 
in the healing hands of Father Time, and, 
with considerable reluctance, I resigned 
both from the Council and from the 
Institute. 

The measure of the Institute’s failure 
to fulfil its purpose may be gauged by the 
fact that, at a conservative estimate, there 
are probably over 50,000 people actively 
engaged in the building industry to-day 
who should carry in appropriate degrees 
the Institute’s hallmark of qualification. 
Yet study of the Institute’s 1953 list shows 
a membership of only 1,939—276 Fellows, 
405 Members, 127 Associates, 1,131 
Licentiates. ‘That there is a desire to have 
a recognised standard of achievement is 
shown by the many attempts made in 
recent years to establish alternative bodies, 
each claiming to provide such recognition, 
and also by the efforts at present being 
made outside the Institute to establish 
standards of education, training and in- 
denture for all grades of the industry’s 
personnel. 

This work should be the prerogative 
of one body—a real Institute of Builders 
that is known, whose members are widely 
spread throughout the land and publicly 
acclaimed as men qualified to carry out 
the manifold tasks that fall to an industry 
whose employing capacity, if the ancillary 
trades are included, is the largest in the 
land and whose products represent the 
nation’s greatest capital asset. 


The Institute at the present moment, 
and for the second time to my knowledge, 
is fighting the tide of poverty by an 
appeal for funds. These funds would 
readily be forthcoming were it felt that the 
Institute was doing its job and increasing 
its membership. I believe that a very 
large number of builders would be pre- 
pared to finance an Institute of Builders 
reorganised to work in co-ordination with 
the educational establishments of the 
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country, whose primary function, after 
all, is to teach the youth who ultimately 
should be the Institute’s members. The 
success of the appeal to builders for funds 
for the City and Guilds of London 
Institute shows what can be done. But 
reorganisation and a frank statement of its 
aims and conditions of entry should 
precede such an appeal. 

Who is to bring about reorganisation ? 
The present Council as a whole must be 
judged to have failed to grapple effectively 
with the problem, and the best hope 
would seem to lie in a reversal of the 
present undemocratic practice by which 
Associates and Licentiates (who together 
make up the greater part of total member- 
ship) have no say in the conduct, through 
the Council, of the Institute’s affairs. I 
understand that a proposal to give these 
classes representation will shortly come 
before the Council. Meantime, there is 
one positive step which Members and 
Fellows who have votes can take. They 
can make a point of attending the next 
annual meeting and voting on to the 
Council men who are prepared to insist 
that the Institute does its work. But 
however reorganisation comes, it must 
come quickly. 

PHILIP SMALLWOOD, 
Past-president, LMBA. 


56-60, New Cross-road, SE14. 


PROBLEM OF THE UNQUALIFIED 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR—I think your correspondents, 
Messrs. John Austin and Partners, 
are a little unfair in their comments on 
the RIBA Report on “ Private Architec- 
tural Practice by Unqualified Persons ”’ 
[The Builder, January 22]. Everything 
turns on one’s interpretation of the word 
“unqualified.”’ It can mean either 
(a) “lacking the diploma of a recognised 
institution,’ or (6) ‘‘ incompetent.” 

The RIBA, one of whose objects is to 
protect the interests of its members, is 
obviously entitled to use the word in its 
former sense, but the Report appears to 
be aimed at those who are manifestly 
incompetent ; in one paragraph, indeed, 
specific reference is made to ‘‘ ‘ quack’ 
practitioners.” [he experienced surveyor 
or civil engineer is expressly excluded 
from the implications of the Report. 

Why, one may ask, should it be con- 
sidered improper to suggest, as the 
Report does, that officials in public 
service should be requested to refrain 
from correcting, amending or redrawing 
unsatisfactory plans? It is surely the 
first requirement of plans that they 
should be technically satisfactory. If 
they are not, it is the responsibility of the 
applicant to have them made so by some 
competent person. 

There is little risk that the right of 
submitting plans will ever be restricted 
solely to architects; that was clearly 
shown when the Architects Registration 
Acts were passed by Parliament. In 
effect, these Acts do little more than 
provide the machinery to protect the use 
of the title “‘ Architect.” 


_ A. READER. 
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ARCHITECTS’ FEES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—When the Registration Act for 

architects was introduced the idea 

was mainly to prevent estate agents, etc., 

designing plans of new houses, flats and 
so on. 

Owing to the present-day high cost of 
building, persons desiring to have a house 
built are more than ever going outside the 
profession to have their houses designed 
and plans prepared simply because they 
are unable to pay an architect 6 per cent. 
for his services, when other people are 
prepared to do the same work for much 
less. 

I therefore advocate that the RIBA 
should immediately help their profession, 
by revising the architect’s scale of charges 
from6 per cent. to, say, 3 percent. for houses 
costing not more than £2,500 to build. 
This would, I feel sure, encourage average 
people to go to an architect to design 
their houses, and not until this is the usual 
practice can we hope to see well-designed 
houses being built. It is not sufficient 
to have houses built ; they should also be 
well designed. 

L. Krissy. 

48, Crossways, South Croydon, Surrey. 


FIXING COST OF SMALL 
HOUSES 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I have been informed that it is 
still necessary for a local authority 
to fix a building cost when application is 
made for the erection of a private house 
of under 1,500 ft. sup., and that such cost 
must not be exceeded even though it may 
differ from the figure which the builder 
and client may have agreed upon. 

As the selling price of this class of 
house is no longer controlled, could it be 
explained why a local authority have to 
assess what they consider to be the 
building cost, even though the client 
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himself may be quite satisfied with his 
builder’s price? Furthermore, if the 
local authority have no alternative but 
to issue a licence for houses under 1,500 ft. 
super, where is the need for an application 
having to be made at all ? 

Dealing with these applications must, 
presumably, mean the employment of 
professional staff by the local authority 
besides causing delay to anyone imtending 
to build a house. ANON. 


RESPONSIBILITY FOR DEFECTS 
‘'To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,— Mr. Whitehead’s query [The 
Builder, January 1] is easily answered. 
If an employer considers work to be 
unsatisfactory he can dismiss the em- 
ployee(s) concerned. Some employers, 
however, prefer cheap labour—and poor 
materials. For our part, we choose the 
best, which in labour is likely to be 
assured by the employment of properly 
trained and indentured apprentices, and 
of those who have served as such. 
R. Coppock, 
General Secretary, NFBTO. 
Federal House, Cedars-road, 
Clapham, London, SW4. 


GARAGE: INTERPRETATION 
OF BY-LAW 


To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—I think what “LRIBA” and 


your legal correspondent are over- 
looking [your last issue] is that this case 
falls to be dealt with under the Public 
Health (Building in Streets) Act, 1888, 
which, notwithstanding the by-law aspect, 
gives the local authority discretionary 
power with regard to proposals to build 
beyond the general line of buildings. 
In so many words the Act says a building 
shall not without consent of the council 
—e beyond the buildings either side 
of it. 
STANLEY R. MILLER [FRIBA]. 
27, Radnor-avenue, Harrow, Middx. 


DPC IN CHIMNEYS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—It occurs to me that through the 
medium of your newspaper you may 
be able to assist me in interpreting Clause 
64 of the new by-laws. 
It is found locally that there should be 
a damp-proof course in chimneys above 
roof level. May this Clause be considered 
as sufficient to require one ? 
Gro. CiarKE [ARICS, MIMunE.] 
Engineer and Surveyor, Waltham 
Holy Cross UDC. 
Waltham Abbey, Essex. 


USE OF ENGLISH OAK 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,— The “Comparative Prices of 
Materials’ shown on page 150 of 
your issue of January 15 are interesting 
and instructive, with particular reference 
to ‘‘ Hardwoods—English Oak.” 

_ Lam at a loss to know why this beautiful 
timber is not more widely used for high- 
class joinery work and _constructural 
purposes. Perhaps some of your readers 
could answer my query ? 

RoBerT M. BATCHELLER. 
Olde Highgate, Bearsted, Kent. 
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Fair and Community Centre, North Carolina 


By JOHN GRINDROD, BA (Com.) 


DDEPICATED at the 1953 annual State 

Fair as an exhibition, meeting, educa- 
tional and recreational centre, the new 
State Fair Arena, at Raleigh, North 
Carolina, USA, is a striking looking struc- 
ture, which has won for its architect, 
designer and engineers the highest awards 
of the American Institute of Architects and 
the Architectural League of New York. It 
consists of two huge interlocked parabolic 
arches, supported by vertically framed steel 
box columns, which rise obliquely from the 
ground and between which is suspended a 
covered cable roof. 

Designed by the late Matthew Nowicki, 
then acting head of the Department of 
Architecture of the School of Design at 
North Carolina State College, this pavilion 
fulfils a number of functional demands. It 
was designed to create an _ indoor-type 
stadium, which would place every seat on 
the “50-yard line,” give unobstructed view 
of the entire floor, provide adequate light 
and ventilation, derive maximum efficient 
use from construction materials and embody 
architectural features that would focus 
attention and attract the right kind of 
publicity for the State Fair enterprise. 

Unfortunately, Matthew Nowicki did not 
live to see even the start of the construc- 
tion of the building during the winter of 
1950/51, as he was killed in an aeroplane 
accident when returning from the Punjab, 
whence he had been called to help design a 
new capital city. The responsibility of 
carrying out the ideas embodied in the p'ans 
fell to his friend, architect Mr. William 
Henley Deitrick. 

Some 300 ft. across between the doors 
at the east and west ends and the same dis- 
tance between the peaks of the two 90-ft. 
parabolic arches on the north and south 
sides, the arena has a central elliptical con- 
crete floor area, 221 ft. long and 127 ft. at 
the widest point of the ellipse. 

Surrounding the central arena are two 
stands which gradually rise in a curve from 
about half a dozen rows of seats at the door 
ends of the building to some two dozen tiers, 
about 34 ft. above ground level, at the 
central portions, which correspond with the 
maximum height of the parabolas. The 
stands contain 4,768 permanent opera-type 
chairs, plus 360 box chairs. Approximately 
4,000 portable seats can be installed on the 
floor of the arena when a stage is installed 
at either end or in the centre. 
Thus, the total maximum seat- 
ing capacity is over 9,000. 

SUSPENDED ROOF 

The most unusual feature of 
the building, the roof, is a com- 
bination of  metal-asbestos 
insulated built-up construction, 
which is attached to a network 
of giant cables suspended from 
the 90-ft. high reinforced con- 
crete parabolic arches. Believed 
to be the world’s first example 
of a roof completely suspended 
on cables over such a large 
area, the resultant “ saddle ” 
shape eliminates any obstruc- 
tions to the view of the arena 
floor. Since the tiers of seats 
rise and fall with the parabolic 
curve of the roof, the top-most 
and lowest seats are approxi- 
mately equidistant from the 


roof. The cable network consists of 
primary cables crossed by a. secondary 
series at right angles. Tightening down 
has been effected by guys. ‘ Galbestos” 
has been used for the roof covering. 
It consists of corrugated steel to which 
asbestos felt is metallically bonded. The felt 
is then impregnated with asphalt and 
weatherproofed. It is claimed that the roof 
is strong enough to support the equivalent 
weight of a snowfall of 60 in. or more. For 
the placing of the roof, cranes were used to 
hoist the constructors, who attached the 
metal-asbestos covering to the spiderweb of 
cables. 

Equilibrium was achieved between the 
opposing forces of the compression action 
of the arches and the tension of the primary 
cables. To contro] stresses at the critical 
intersections of the arches, the abutments at 
each end of the building were anchored 
together by means of underground pre- 
stressed steel] cables. Also, the supporting 
column below the point of intersection was 
fitted with a welded steel collar under which 
a 25-ton jack could be placed. Thus, either 
the tension in the prestressed cables could 
be varied or the jack could be used. 


LIGHTING ARRANGEMENTS 


Located around the perimeter above the 
seats are stands for special lights, television 
or still cameramen and broadcasters. Heat- 
ing and ventilation ducts are placed behind 
the top rows of seats, and exhaust venti- 
lators are located in the four corner boxes. 
A maximum amount of daylight is afforded 
by translucent heat- and glare-reducing 
glazing, for which the structural columns act 
as mullions. Half of this glass (every other 
section), which is above the seating, consists 
of windows, which can be opened for 
natural ventilation. The tightening cables, 
attached to the roof from spring-connectors 
on the side walls, keep the tension and pre- 
vent the roof from billowing when the end 
doors and windows are opened. 

Heat-absorbing transparent plate glass 
encloses the two lobbies or rotundas on the 
ground floor under the sloping seating struc- 
tures on the north and south sides of the 
building. In these concourses, and in two 
lower-level concourses, are approximately 
25,000 sq. ft. of exhibition space in addition 
to the arena floor. which can be used for 
this or other purposes. Also on the con- 
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course level are eight spacious rest rooms 
dressing rooms for performers, offices and 
storage rooms, as well as equipment for 
operating the electrical, sound, hea‘ing ang 
air circulation systems. 

The approximate total cost of the build. 
ing, exclusive of the ground, landscaping 
and portable furnishings, was $1,600,000, 
representing $16.21 per sq. ft. 

The corsulting engineers were Severud. 
Elstad-Krueger, of New York City, while 
the general contractors were William Muir. 
head Construction Company, of Durham, 
NC. The architect, Matthew Nowicki, had 
represented Poland as one of the fifteen 
consulting architects on the United Nations 
Building in New York City. 


Building in Oxford 
GREATER EMPHASIS ON REPAIRS 


** OxrorD,”’ the journal of the Oxford 
Society, in their New Year number has 
given a number of interesting details about 
University building, and of figures of 
licences approved by the Ministry of 
Works. Last year licences for work to the 
value of over £110,000 was approved, 
The emphasis is now moving from new 
work to repair work. ‘This is said to be 
due partly to the “‘indulgent policy of the 
Ministry of Works which has enabled 
repair licences, particularly for stonework 
repairs, to be obtained with comparative 
ease.’ This policy has been followed 
also in regard to the use of skilled wood- 
workers for the benefit of the libraries 
at Jesus and Balliol. 

Interesting figures are included, showing 
that during the past year colleges spent 
well over double the amount spent in 
1950 on conversions, re-wiring, decorations 
and new building. The University of 
Oxford, on the other hand, spent less, 
On stonework about £3,947 was spent in 
the year 1951-52, and £24,835 last year. 

Another point of interest to builders 
given in ‘‘ Oxford” is the work of the 
Oxfordshire Housing-Society. A demoli- 
tion order was made on the Row at 
Bletchingdon, which is an “ L ’’-shaped 
terrace of 13 cottages, dated 1794, and 
bounding the village green on the south 
side. This row, at a cost of about £10,000, 
is now well on the way to becoming seven 
good modern cottages. A start has also 
been made on the ‘“rescue”’ of eight 
stone-built cottages in Bloxham. 





A general view of the new Fair and Community Centre, Raleigh. North Carolina. 
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THE BUILDER 


WREN AND HIS CRAFTSMEN 
A Talk by Mr. Martin Briggs to the Institute of Decorators 


OW Christopher Wren managed, 
with a fine team of artist-craftsmen, 

to produce such a high standard of work 
in most of his numerous buildings, was 
discussed by Mr. Martin S. Briccs, 
FRIBA, at a meeting of the Institute of 
Decorators on January 12. Following are 
extracts from Mr. Briggs’ remarks :— 


Beginning with Wren himself, his 
career was as remarkable as it was un- 
orthodox. He was never trained as an 
architect. Until he carried out his first 
two buildings+-the chapel of Pembroke 
College, Cambridge, and the Sheldonian 
Theatre at Oxford—when he was over 30 
years of age, he had never designed any- 
thing or made a study of architecture. He 
was a Professor of Astronomy, just that. 
But already, from boyhood onwards, he 
had mastered many branches of knowledge 
that were of immense service to him when 
he did turn to architecture. 

He could draw quite well, he had made 
a set of models for a medical professor’s 
book on anatomy, and he had written a 
treatise on trigonometry. He had made 
over 50 inventions in the fields of 
astronomy, physics, anatomy, geometry, 
civil and military engineering, submarine 
navigation, printing, clock-making, and 
a whole host of practical gadgets. Among 
them were some connected with building 
materials and construction, and some 
connected with draughtsmanship. He 
does not seem to have mastered pictorial 
sketching, but he was certainly a brilliant 
all-round scientist when, as a complete 
amateur, he began to practise architecture. 


In this respect he resembled his crony 
and contemporary Robert Hooke who, 
after an almost identical early career, lived 
to design Montague House and Bethlem 
Hospital, two large London _ buildings 
since demolished. Sir Roger Pratt, who 
designed the beautiful house at Coleshill 
in Berkshire, recently destroyed by fire, 
started life as a lawyer. Vanbrugh, rather 
later than Wren, was a soldier, a man- 
about-town, and a dramatist before he 
turned to architecture at about 35 years 
of age and began to design Castle Howard 
and Blenheim Palace, two of the largest 
mansions in England. Indeed, out of all 
the leading architects of Wren’s day, 
only John Webb had been properly 
trained in an architect’s office, he having 
been a pupil of Inigo Jones. 


A BRILLIANT BRAIN 


The only possible explanation of Wren’s 
amazing success is that he had such a first- 
class brain that he could master any task 
which he undertook, just as a brilliant 
barrister can get up a brief on anything 
put before him. Now let us consider 
how Wren applied that brain to mastering 
the technicalities of building craftsman- 
ship. He cannot have known much 
about architecture when his kindly uncle, 
the Bishop of Ely, recommended him as 
architect for the new chapel at Pembroke 
College—it was just a family job; and 
when Archbishop Sheldon entrusted him 


with the design of the Sheldonian Theatre 
a year later, Wren must have been still 
feeling his way. 

While that building was being erected, 
in 1665, Wren made his first and only 
trip abroad to France, spending most of 
his -time in Paris, and quite definitely 
studying architecture. 

It seems certain that he learned a good 
deal from this visit, and that he may have 
met in Paris at least one artist-craftsman 
who afterwards came over to England to 
work for him, Jean Tijou the smith, whose 
magnificent ornamental ironwork is to 
be seen at St. Paul’s, Hampton Court, 
and elsewhere. The French painter, 
Louis Laguerre, who covered so many 
yards of canvas at Hampton Court, was 
only two years old in 1665, so Wren 


cannot have met him then, but long 
afterwards Laguerre married ‘Tijou’s 
daughter. 


THE SHELDONIAN THEATRE 

The Sheldonian Theatre at Oxford is 
not a particularly attractive building as 
seen from Broad-street, and its galleried 
interior, though functionally efficient, is 
somewhat crude from an artistic point of 
view. Wren copied it, more or less, from 
the ancient Theatre of Marcellus at Rome, 
which had no roof, but merely a canvas 
velarium or awning which was stretched 
across it on ropes. This device may have 
sufficed for Italy, but our English climate 
demands something more weatherproof, 
so Wren devised a most remarkable 
timber roof of 68-ft. span. He then had 
the happy idea of employing Robert 
Streater, the fashionable “historical 
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painter’ of the day, to paint the ceiling 
to represent an awning half-drawn across 
a brilliant blue Italian sky, and it remains 
for us to see. 


Robert Streater became Sergeant Painter 
to the Crown, and figures in the diary of 
Samuel Pepys, who went with Wren and 
several other VIPs in 1669 to a private 
view of the Sheldonian ceiling; but 
Pepys disagreed with the other members 
of the party who considered Streater’s 
work to be better than Rubens’ ceiling 
at the Banqueting House at Whitehall. 

The fourth painter employed by Wren 
was James Thornhill, who became a rival 
to Laguerre. In later life he was 
appointed Sergeant Painter to the Crown 
and was knighted. 

Thornhill also figures in the annals of 
St. Paul’s Cathedral. Wren had always 
intended that the interior of the dome 
should be lined with mosaics, as at St. 
Peter’s, but this was judged impracticable 
on the ground of cost, and Thornhill 
was employed instead. 

Thornhill’s work was _ thoroughly 
Baroque in spirit, and is to be seen in 
many other buildings besides those men- 
tioned as designed by Wren—at Chats- 
worth, Blenheim, and Moor Park, for 
instance—but is nowhere seen to better 
advantage than in the fine Painted Hall of 
Greenwich Hospital. 

Of Wren’s numerous carvers, the one 
who is most famous is Grinling Gibbons, 
whose name sounds English enough ; but 
there is some doubt as to his nationality. 
The usually reliable DNB gives Rotterdam 
as his birthplace, but quotes a tradition 
that he was Yorkshire-born ; and lately 
it has been suggested that he was 
apprenticed in York to one John Etty, who 
was either an architect or a joiner-cum- 
carver. 

















A WREN SCHOOL. The old Grammar School at Appleby Parva, Leicestershire, 
which is attributed to Sir Christopher Wren, and is now being used as a primary 
school. 
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But I must warn you that not all the 
fine carving in Wren’s buildings was done 
by him. 

Experts can generally identify his deep 
undercutting in limewood, and the mar- 
vellous festoons of fruit and flowers ; but 
in the 52 city churches that Wren rebuilt 
after the Great Fire of 1666, most of the 
work was done by less gifted artists. 
Much of Gibbons’s carving is to be seen 
at Windsor and Hampton Court. He 
also used to help Wren with drawing 
ornamental features on detail-drawings, 
because Wren, although a competent 
draughtsman for ordinary architectural 
purposes, was weak when it came to 
freehand. 

The splendid woodcarving in the library 
and western chapels at St. Paul’s was 
done by Jonathan Maine, a pupil of 
Gibbons, who also did much carving in 
stone. Most of the stone carving at St. 
Paul’s was executed by the masonry- 
contractors. Edward Pearce, one of the 
master-masons, also did a good deal of 
the carving at Hampton Court. He was 
paid £250 for a large white marble vase 
there, £475 for a marble urn, and higher 
sums for other carving. (You must 
multiply these figures by ten to obtain an 
idea of present-day values.) 

Another carver at Hampton Court was 
the Dane, Caius Gabriel Cibber, who did 
some of the urns there, as well as the large 
reliefs on the base of the Monument in 
the City. 

There were master-carpenters at St. 
Paul’s as well as master-masons and 
master-bricklayers, but none of these can 


be reckoned among the decorative crafts- 
men with whom I am now concerned. 


However, I must mention one joiner, 
John Smallwell, who appears in the 
cathedral accounts as having been paid 
“« for stuff and time in altering the bishop’s 
throne to make room for his feet.”’ 


WOODEN MODELS 


Joiners constructed the wooden models 
so often used in the seventeenth century, 
and the most ambitious of all—probably 
the finest ever made—is the model of St. 
Paul’s which is still exhibited in the 
Trophy Room at the Cathedral. The cost 
in 1673 was about £600, and again you 
must multiply by ten to bring it to 1954 
values. It is to half-inch scale, beautifully 
finished inside and out, with all the 
interior gilding and carving shown. It 
is raised on a stand about 5 ft. high, so 
that you can go inside, and the interior 
is electrically illuminated. 

It is hardly necessary for me to describe 
to you here the characteristic features 
and mouldings of Wren’s panelling, 
chimney-pieces, staircases, and other in- 
internal joinery ; but special mention must 
be made of the beautiful bookcases in his 
libraries at Trinity College, Cambridge, 
and Queen’s College, Oxford. 

His plasterwork was mostly done by 
two or three London firms: thus Henry 
Doogood executed the ornamental plaster- 


ing in 41 out of 52 of Wren’s City churches, . 


and also worked at St. Paul’s, Greenwich 
Hospital, Whitehall, and Winchester 
Palace. 

I have already mentioned the French 
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smith Jean Tijou, who did most of the 
ironwork, plain as well as ornamental, at 
Hampton Court, St. Paul’s, and Green- 
wich. He was assisted at Hampton 
Court by Huntingdon Shaw, who was a 
worthy pupil. Another foreign crafts- 
man was John van Nost, the Dutch 
leadworker who came to England in the 
train of William III and modelled orna- 
mental cisterns, rainwater heads and 
garden-statues. Yet another foreigner 
was Daniel Marot, a protégé of William 
III. He published a book of designs, 
Baroque in character, of architectural 
details and furniture, made for William III. 
He also had a hand in laying out the 
gardens at Hampton Court. 


WREN’S PRODUCTIVITY 

And now I will try to answer a question 
that must be in your minds : where does 
Wren himself come into the picture ? 
Did he design all this charming, imagina- 
tive and lively decoration himself, and 
draw it out to half-inch scale or larger ; 
or did he give his craftsmen an entirely 
free hand, just making a few verbal 
suggestions and leaving the rest to them ? 
Before I attempt to answer that, I should 
remind you that the amount of architectual 
work that Wren was doing threughout 
the 50 or so years from 1665 or so, onwards 
was so colossal that I, for one, cannot 
conceive how he managed it at all. St. 
Paul’s itself was a full-time job all through 
that long time: add to that the 52 City 
churches ; royal palaces at Whitehall, 
Hampton Court, Windsor, Kensington, 
St. James’s, and Winchester ; royal hos- 
pitals at Chelsea and Greenwich ; West- 
minster Abbey, Salisbury and Chichester 
Cathedral restorations ; and a number of 
private houses, colleges and schools. 

The list is staggering ; and if you were 
to amuse yourself by making a chart or 
diagram of all the various jobs that were 
in hand simultaneously in any one of those 
50 years, you would marvel how he could 
maintain even a loose control over them. 

But, on the top of all this, he was 
surveyor—or, as we should say, chief 
architect— to the Office of Works, for 
most of that time ; and every little trump- 
ery detail—a hen-house in St. James’s 
Park, a draughty window in the House of 
Commons, a bad smell near the Queen’s 
boudoir, a party-wall dispute here and a 
frontage-line there—all were referred to 
him personally ; as well as all the accounts 
for all the Crown buildings. 

It is fair to say, I think, that many of 
the detail drawings of decoration were 
made either by him or by assistants, such 
as Hawksmoor, in his own office; but 
that many others were made by the crafts- 
men concerned, who were allowed a good 
deal of initiative and liberty. Neverthe- 
less, whatever may be the precise truth, 
the utmost honour must be awarded to 
him for obtaining, somehow, so high a 
standard of design and workmanship from 
so large and miscellaneous a team of 
helpers, and also to them for responding 
so admirably to the challenge. Finally, 
we must remember that he was not only a 
tremendously hard worker and a good 
businessman, but also that he had excel- 
lent manners, and mixed well with every- 
body, from his often troublesome and 
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unreasonable royal and clerical “ clients” 
down to the humblest labourer. That 
explains alot. He did make a few serious 
mistakes, but those were in construction 
rather than in decoration, so they need 
not bother us here. 


FUTURE OF TEMPLE BAR 
No Site Found in City 


AT A MEETING of the Court of Common 
Council of the City of London, on January 
21, the City Lands Committee reported that 
neither they nor the Improvements and 
Town Planning Committee had been able 
to find a suitable site for Temple Bar jp 
the City, and therefore they were unable to 
proceed further in the matter at the present 
time. Temple Bar at present is at Theobalds 
Park, Cheshunt, Hertfordshire. 


CapTaIn A. INSTONE moved an amend- 
ment to the motion to accept the report, 
seeking to defer consideration for 12 months, 
He said that Temple Bar was worth safe- 
guarding and bringing back, and it would 
be a disgrace if the corporation remained 
indifferent to their responsibility. 


Mr. H. S. Syretr seconded the amend- 
ment. He said that finance was not in issue, 
for the court had agreed to put up a sub- 
stantial sum. 


The amendment having been _ lost, 
CAPTAIN INSTONE moved a further amend- 
ment, calling on the committee to consider 
what steps could be taken to prevent further 
deterioration of the Bar. This amendment 
was also lost, and the report of the City 
Lands Committee carried. 

There was also criticism of proposals for 
the stained-glass windows in the rebuilt 
Guildhall, but in the end the recommenda- 
tions were approved. 


CONDITION OF BEVERLEY 
MINSTER 


Architect's Recommendations Issued 


A THOROUGH INSPECTION of the decaying 
stonework of Beverley Minster (E. Yorks) 
has been carried out by Mr. Walter H. 
Godfrey, CBE, FRIBA, and in a report 
placed before the church trustees he recom- 
initial and urgent 
repairs have been carried out, the remainder 
of the work should be put in the hands of 
a two-man team of stonemasons for com- 
pletion over a period of years. 


Although the church is in excellent struc- 
tural condition in the main, his report says, 
there is no doubt of the need for repairs to 
the western towers where the parapet and 
pinnacles have decayed and become unsafe 
owing largely to the use of iron cramps. The 
presence of the iron had also affected the 
window mullions and tracery in various parts 
of the building as well as those in the 
towers. 


The flying buttresses seemed to have 
withstood the thrust of the high vault, but 
they had given a little in the process and 
were no longer quite upright. This deflec- 
tion, says Mr. Godfrey, probably occurred 
soon after they were built and the fact that 
there had been no visible movement or 
resulting cracks suggested that they were 
quite safe. Pinnacles at their base, however, 
were not of the usual weight and size to 
act as a counterpoise and he suggests the 
buttresses should be plumbed and_ their 
deflection recorded so that it is possible to 
check any further movement there may be. 
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View of the west front of Currie House. 


CURRIE HOUSE AND DUNKELD HOUSE 


Housing in East India Dock Road for Poplar Borough Council 


Architects 
FARQUHARSON & McMORRAN, FF.RIBA 


Enginecr Assistant Architect in Charge 


W. V. ZINN, Cons.E, BSc, MICE G. H. THOMPSON, ARIBA 


The scheme carried out under general direction of W. 7. RANKIN, AMICE, Borough Engineer and Surveyor 


Quantity Surveyors URRIE HOUSE is named from the well-known 

E. C. PINKS & PARTNERS shipping company which has a long association 

with the Borough of Poplar. This block is crescent 

Builders shaped, 300 ft. long, with a radius of 380 ft., and was 

SIR ROBERT McALPINE & SONS, LTD. designed to fit the acute angle formed by Abbott- 

: : road and East India Dock-road. Standing 8o ft. 

Clerk of Works high to the parapet, the building forms a commanding 

H. E. CAMPBELL, MICW feature on the approach to London over Canning 
Town Bridge. 

The block contains 10 two-person flats, 72 four- 
person flats, and four six-person maisonettes. The 
arrangement of the dwellings is of particular interest, 
access on each floor being by a central gallery with 
dwellings “ staggered’ in pairs on either side, each 
pair being separated from the next by a spacious 
open balcony. This scheme, used here for the first 
time, was put forward by the architects as a means of 
securing the economy of the ordinary “ balcony 
approach” plan without its disadvantages. Thus 
there are only two staircases and two lifts serving 86 
dwellings, but none of the rooms look on to the 
approach gallery, and the external appearance is 
improved by the absence of long balconies. The 
possibility of residents being disturbed by noise from 
passers-by was met by insulating the gallery floor 
slab from the main structure, and by the use of solid 
brick partitions set in lime mortar. 


Block plan. | The building was begun in July, 1952, and the 
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View of east front from Abbott-road. 


flats were let in November, 1953. Speed of erection 
was facilitated by the repetition of design throughout 
the nine floors. This enabled the reinforced concrete 
frame to be carried up at the rate of one floor every 
fortnight, the beams being pre-cast off the site and 
married to the in-situ work by specially designed 
For hoisting purposes the contractors used 
a 60-ton excavator fitted with jibs of increasing length 
as the building rose. The foundations are on in-situ 
reinforced concrete piles about 40 ft. long. 


All dwellings have all-night-burning — solid-fuel 
grates in the living-rooms, with back boilers supply- 
ing domestic hot water. Fuel is delivered through 
outside hoppers to bunkers opening into the kitchens. 
Heated drying cupboards and Scotch airers are 
provided to enable laundry work to be done within 
the dwellings. The entrance lobbies are large enough 
to take perambulators. No private external bal- 
conies are provided, but the living-room windows, 
opening to the floor and fitted with guard rails, 
give open-air conditions when required. ‘Two refuse 
chutes discharge from each floor into portable 
containers at street level. 


Dunkeld House (named from the street, now 
closed, which joined Abbott-road at this point) 
contains 18 five-person flats on three floors, ap- 
proached by three staircases. The dwellings are 
similar in all respects to those already described, 
but the living-rooms are larger and there are “ work- 
ing kitchens” in place of the “ dining kitchens ” 
provided in Currie House. As there ere no lifts, 
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perambulator stores are provided off the ground- 
floor entrance lobbies. Refuse is collected in bins 
for which stores are provided on the ground floor. 
The area between the blocks will be maintained as 
a grassed open space. When East India Dock-road 
is widened, as intended, and the Ironbridge Tavern 
removed to a new site, this open space will be 
extended to the foot of Canning Town Bridge. The 
open space to the west of Currie House has been 
allotted to a nursery school and will be used tem- 
porarily as a children’s playground. The whole 
scheme was carried out under the general direction 
of the Borough Engineer and Surveyor, Mr. W. J. 
Rankin, ACGI, AMICE, MIMunE, AMTPI.  Fol- 


lowing 1s a list of sub-contractors and suppliers : 


Piling, John Gill Contractors, Ltd. ; bricks, National 
Coal Board and London Brick Co., Ltd. ; Portland 
stonework, South-Western Stone Co., Ltd. ; recon- 
structed stone, Enfield Stone Co., Ltd. ; steel windows, 
Monk Metal Window Co., Ltd. ; asphalt work, Law- 
ford Asphalt Co., Ltd. ; waterproofing, RIW Protective 
Products Co., Ltd.; insulating screeds, Cheecol 
Processes, Ltd. ; floor tiling, Semtex, Ltd. ; plastering 
etc.. J. and B. Abbott (Plasterers), Ltd. ; paint and 
distemper, Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd. ; 
bitumastic paint, Wailes Dove Bitumastic, Ltd. 

Painting, Alfred Bagnall and Sons, Ltd. ; glazing, 
Faulkner Greene and Co., Ltd. ; wrought iron work, 
S. W. Farmer and Son, Ltd. ; cast-iron work, Carron 
Co.; fuel hoppers, Stopper Manufacturing Co. ; 
‘““New Era’”’ grates, tiled surrounds, refuse chutes, 
Broad and Co., Ltd.; joinery, Rutherford Geake 
and Co. Ltd. ; ironmongery, W. N. Froy and Sons, 
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Dunkeld House, from the first- 
floor of Currie House. Below: 
Plans of Dunkeld House. 





Ltd. ; internal plumbing and drainage, Stitson White 
and Co., Ltd.; sanitary fittings, Stitson Sanitary 


Ground-floor plan. 


Fittings, Ltd. ; electrical installation, Iverson Electrical HOUSING IN EAST INDIA DOCK 
Ltd. ; lightning conductors, J. W. Gray and Sons, ; iatinks j : 
Ltd. ; gas installation, North Thames Gas Board ; ROAD, FOR POPLAR BC 


lifts, Hammond and Champness, Ltd. ; garden work, 
Arthur H. Brown and Son; lettering, Mr. George 
Mansell ; inscription, Mr. Sidney Pool. 
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DRESSING PAVILION AT HACKNEY MARSH 


Architects 
ARCHARD, WORROW & HARDY 


Quantity Surveyors 
E. R. BABBS & SONS 


Builders 
J. & F. DEAN, LTD. 


Clerk of Works 
G. W. HARRIS, Hon.FICW 


ie 1936 a gift was made to the LCC by the Manor 

Trust through Major Villiers, for improvements 
at Hackney Marsh, and in 1938 the original dressing 
rooms were erected at East Marsh at an approximate 
cost of £3,000. These consisted of a brick building 
with tiled roof housing sanitary accommodation with 
three dressing rooms, with additional dressing rooms 


View from behind 
dressing pavilion. 


at the rear constructed in weather boarding with 
asbestos roof. 

The building was damaged beyond repair as a 
result of enemy action during the war and has now 
been entirely rebuilt. The main block was recon- 
structed as near as possible to the original design on a 
new reinforced concrete raft, but internal planning 
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was modified in order to provide hot-water showers 
and washing facilities. This has been done by install- 
ing a large thermal storage tank heated electrically 
during off-peak hours. 

The rear dressing rooms formed round an open 
courtyard have been constructed on the existing 
slab foundation, but it was found more economical 
to construct these in brick with a flat asbestos deck 
covered with three-layer built-up roofing instead of 
the original timber construction. Each dressing 
room accommodates two teams. 

The main building has Essex Primrose facing 
bricks and a Pinion pantile roof. ‘The electric clock 
turret is copper faced. The external walls of the 
rear dressing rooms are cement rendered with 
coloured tyrolean finish. 


The cost of the work was £7,800 and was carried 
out for the Chief Officer of the LCC Parks Depart- 
ment. Following is a list of sub-contractors :— 


Concrete raft foundations, West Piling and Con- 
struction Co., Ltd. ; sanitary fittings, George Farmiloe 
and Sons, Ltd.; electrical installation, Hancox 
(Leyton), Ltd. ; hot-water heating installation, Barrett 
and Wright, Ltd. ; tile and asbestos roofing, Roberts, 
Adlard and Co., Ltd. ; built-up roofing, Field and 
Palmer, Ltd.; ironmongery, F. Knight and Co. ; 
cement glaze wall finishes, Robb’s Cement Enamel 
Finishes, Ltd. ; and the electric clock, English Clock 
Systems, Ltd. 
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HOUSE AT BAMBURGH, 
NORTHUMBERLAND 


Architects 
SPENCE & PRICE, AA.RIBA 


Builders 
T. B. GREGORY & SONS 


HIS house was built two years ago. The client 
was fortunate in being able to procure some 

old stone from the local disused gas works. Almost 
all houses in the village are built of stone and the 
planning authority was anxious, though not insistent, 
that stone should be used. The roof is of dark 
brown Gaelic tiles. Windows are steel casements 


KITCHEN. _ ae 


Garden elevation. 


in wood frames. Floors of hall, living-room and 
ground-floor bedroom are Alamac wood block and 
in kitchen, etc., plastic tiles. First-floor bedrooms 
are boarded on joists and the bathroom is cork tiles, 
Hot-water supply is by coke-fired boiler in the kitchen 
with immersion heater for summer use. The sub- 
contractors were as follows :— 


Roof tiling, Charlton, Hexham ; electrical installa- 
tion, R. W. Cairns, Newcastle ; sanitary fittings, 
J. M. and J. Bartlett, Newcastle ; floor and wall tiling, 
W. Sweet, Gateshead ; Alamac and plastic flooring, 
A. M. McDougall, Glasgow; decorating, Jeffery, 
Seahouses, Northumberland ; joinery, Allan Bros., Ltd. 
Berwick ; precast cut stone, Wm. Siggens, Newbiggin; 
hardware, N. F. Ramsay; bituminous felt roofing, 
Ruberoid ; venetian blind, J. Avery ; entrance gates, 
Selborne Engineering, Newcastle; garage doors, 
Westland Engineers, Yeovil. 
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RING costs, shortage of bricks and lack 
of amenity buildings are among the 
problems causing most concern to the 
development corporations of the twelve new 
towns in England and Wales, according to 
their annual reports for the year ended 
March 31 last, and published in one volume 
on January 14 (HMSO, price 15s.). All the 
corporations showed a financial deficiency 
for the year under review, and some refer to 
the desirability of capitalising interest during 
the period of construction of buildings. 
Despite all difficulties, a note of confidence 
in the future of the new towns runs through 
the reports. Following are extracts from 
individual reports :— 


Aycliffe 

AYCLIFFE corporation feel they can now 
justifiably claim “that satisfactory progress 
has been made during the year under review 
and this has beeen due principally to the 
establishment by the corporation of their 
own direct labour department. As recently 
expanded, the department will be able to 
undertake, in future, a still greater share of 
the building work.” 

The report adds that houses alone do not 
make a town and many other services and 
facilities are needed to convert into a happy 
thriving community what otherwise would 
remain but a suburban housing estate. “ The 
solution appears to be to make it possible 
for the responsible authorities to provide the 
schools. health centres, places of entertain- 
ment, assembly hall, churches and other 
buildings concurrently with the growth of 
population rather than to wait until the 
demand for such facilities is so overwhelm- 
ing as to require the most urgent action.” 

The corporation state that though short- 
ages of certain building materials have 
caused some concern, by the use of substi- 
tutes it has been possible to overcome these 
shortages without appreciable delay to the 
housing programme. At least 15 per cent. 
of non-traditional houses are being included 
in all future contracts. 

On privately built houses the report states 
that experience has taught that “those having 
the fairly large amount of capital now 
needed as a deposit for the purchase of a 
new house prefer to live among other 
owner-occupiers on an estate developed 
specially for that purpose. .. .” 


Bracknell 


ON THE suBJECT of housing for a balanced 

community Bracknell corporation have con- 

sidered it desirable to divide the housing of 

the new town into four standards: 

Percentage 
Planned 
in Town. 


75 


Std. Approx. 
Selling Price. 


Below £2,250 


Specification. 


I Minimum _ standard 
considered desirable 
in a new town. 
Houses with slightly 
larger rooms and 
with slightly better 
finish. 

Detached houses with 
garages on a quarter 
to half acre of land. 
Detached houses of 
up to 2,000 sq. ft. 
floor area with up 
to one acre of land. 


Standard I and II houses are being con- 


structed in a variety of types so as to avoid 
dull uniformity and meet the requirements 


£2,250 to £3,000 124 


£3,000 to £4,000 10 


Above £4,000 24 
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ANNUAL REPORTS OF THE NEW TOWNS 


Concern with Rising Costs, Shortage of Bricks 
and Lack of Amenities 


of the various sized families: two, three and 
four-bedroom types, both semi-detached and 
terrace, are being built and a proportion of 
older persons’ bungalows are being incor- 
porated in the layouts. Some standard JI] 
houses will be built by the corporation, but 
it is hoped that in the main this type of 
house will be built by private enterprise. It 
is not at present planned for the corporation” 
to build any standard IV houses, but land is 
available for sale to suitable people who wish 
to build this type of house. 


Corby 


CorBY corporation state that building 
costs continued to show a gradual increase 
during the year, and the dwellings erected 
cost approximately £100 each more than 
the original tender prices. “There were 
indications, however, of a slowing down of 
the rate of increase of costs, and by careful 
economies in design, though without lower- 
ing of standards, the corporation were able 
to contract for a large section of their second 
housing programme at approximately the 
same prices as for the programme a year 
before.” 


Crawley 


CRAWLEY corporation continue to report 
good progress in attracting industry to the 
town, and factory space completed, building 
and arranged for amounted to over Im. 
sq. ft. at the end of the year under review; 
this would provide employment for 4,180. 

Close contact with incoming tenants, the 
report states, shows that the majority of 
people require a three-bedroom house, and 
the corporation’s programme has_ been 
adjusted to build houses in the following 
proportions: One-bedroom, 4 per cent.; two- 
bedroom, 15 per cent.; three-bedroom, 75 
per cent.;: four-bedroom, 5 per cent.; and 
five-bedroom, 1 per cent. 

“There is some indication,” the report 
continues, “that experience in living is 
causing a little adjustment in the type of 
house. In 1950 a good many people thought 
oné large living-room was most desirable. 
It is proving, however, to have certain dis- 
advantages, especially with families where 
there are children. The greater demand 
exists now for houses in which the living 
accommodation is subdivided. 

“The provision of a separate kitchen 
boiler, for heating the hot water and warming 
the kitchen, is extremely popular, and a great 
many people are willing to pay additional 
rent to cover the cost of installation. Stair- 
cases which discharge into living-rooms, 
and houses in which the only pathway from 
the kitchen to the front door is through the 
living-room, are both unpopular.” 

The report states that rents of houses built 
by the corporation reflect the true cost of 
constructing a dwelling and maintaining it, 
less only the amount of the standard 
Exchequer and rate fund subsidies, namely, 
£35 12s. per annum ip all. 

“It is therefore probably fair to say that 
the corporation’s housing is amongst the 
most economic public housing development 
being undertaken to-day. Not only is there 
an entire absence of both direct and indirect 
assistance from the rates over and above 
the standard rate subsidy, but a complete and 


‘the secondary schools. 
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Proper accounting on a sound commercial 
basis for al] items, such as professional fees 
and interest on capital during construction.” 


Cwmbran 


CWMBRAN corporation report that, with 
the increase of houses and population, the 
need for social and commercial services is 
making itself felt. The corporation have 
started building shops, and the’ Monmouth- 
shire County Council are endeavouring to 
obtain an adequate provision of schools in 
time, “ but Government assistance is needed 
to accelerate the provision of other facilities 
which are vitally needed for a new town 
as distinguished from mere housing estates.” 


Rents of houses continue to be a problem 
which is causing the corporation consider- 
able concern. 


Harlow 


HarRLow report that the brick shortage 
has delayed the building programme, and 
that over 15 per cent. of dwellings are being 
built with non-traditional materials and that 
in traditional housing the use of bricks is 
kept as low as possible; “ but the shortage 
is serious and threatens the programme in 
spite of all the efforts which have been and 
are being made.” 


The practice of having each housing area 
within a neighbourhood designed by a team 
of architects in the corporation’s own service 
or architects in private practice has been 
continued. “This arrangement ensures that 
each area has its individual characteristics, 
both in layout and house design, and the 
stereotyped appearance which is common 
to many housing estates is avoided.” 


Two-thirds of all the houses now being 
built and planned are of the reduced area re- 
commended by the Ministry. These houses 
are proving “very popular.” 

The policy of mixed development has not 
been abandoned but has had to be modified 
to some extent, “ because in practice cheek 
by jowl development of houses for the lower 
income and middle income groups is not 
always welcomed by either group and in pre- 
sent and future schemes particular care is 
being taken to ensure that the siting of the 
various types of housing will meet the 
tenant’s wishes.” 


There is a growing demand for detached 
houses of individual character on sites of up 
to one acre. A number of sites which do not 
easily lend themselves to the usual high 
density development have been selected for 
these houses. They will be built to the 
winning designs in a competition organised 
amongst the corporation staff. 


Hemel Hempstead 


THE NEW TOWN of Hemel Hempstead, 
the corporation states, is creating an educa- 
tional problem of some difficulty. The high 
birth rate immediately after the war has pro- 


duced an exceptionally large number of 
young children of much the same age. “ If 
this ‘ bulge’ is to be met by additional 
buildings and staffs, it may leave in a few 
years a relic of redundant facilities. The 
population attracted to new towns consists 
mainly of young families of similar age. This 
is producing a local ‘ bulge’ now affecting 
the primary schools and soon to pass into 
It seems apparent 
that, in addition to the permanent school 
building programme, the local ‘ bulge’ will 
demand some form of temporary school 
accommodation.” 
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Peterlee 


MINING SUBSIDENCE is one of the great 
problems facing the Peterlee corporation, 
whose report records that successful co- 
operation with the authorities concerned to 
co-ordinate surface planning with under- 
ground workings is continuing. 


The corporation has continued with its 
work on the design of economical houses 
suitable for use under the special conditions 
which exist at Peterlee, and it is intended to 
utilise designs of detached two-bedroom 
houses and single block three-storey flats with 
foundation sizes sufficiently small to mini- 
mise any possible subsidence. 


Stevenage 

STEVENAGE reports that industrial and other 
employment has greatly advanced in the year 
under review. “ It is an encouraging factor 
of the development of Stevenage that a num- 
ber of existing industrialists have made appli- 
cation for the extension of their premises and 
the corporation has under discussion several 
schemes for substantial additions to the exist- 
ing production space.” The report adds 
that “Stevenage is rapidly becoming the 
focus of the whole surrounding area.” 


The corporation is building a number of 
houses with garages which it will sell freehold 
or on a 99-year lease at prices ranging from 
£3,000 to £3,500 with accommodation of three 
to four bedrooms and a garage. Houses with 
an area of 1,144 sq. ft. ‘have also proved to 
be extremely popular, and the corporation is 
continuing to build a small number of these 
houses. In common. with experience 
throughout the country, it is found that the 
demand for single house plots on which a 
private owner can build a detached house is 
very limited, and it would appear that 
national economy will very clearly limit in 
the future the number of people who can 
afford the ‘ tailor made’ house.” 


Welwyn Garden City 


HousInc continues to be the corporation’s 
main building activity. Referring to short- 
ages of cement and bricks, the report states 
that the corporation enviously regard the 
Israelites in Egypt who were only without 
straw. Arrangements have been made 
‘“* whereby it is hoped to overcome these diffi- 
culties sufficiently to avoid any hold-ups in 
housing output and work to implement the 
programme to double the yearly number of 
dwellings to be completed.” 


The report adds: “ Our experience shows 
that upon there being freedom of choice not 
more than 5 per cent. of the ultimate popula- 
tion will want flats. In recent schemes we 
have provided two- and three-bedroomed 
houses about evenly divided with only about 
5 per cent. having four bedrooms in weekly 
rented areas.” 


Hatfield 


HATFIELD corporation states that :“ At 
present perhaps the greatest potential delay 
to any accelerated programme concerns the 
provision of bricks, accordingly we have... 
devised types of houses requiring few or no 
bricks in their construction. The first of 
these are nearing completion.” 


The report adds that “ the corporation has 
always been keenly aware that the cost of 
houses reflects on the rents charged and at all 
times attempts have been made to keep house 
costs down to a minimum without detriment 
to the object of providing decent. homes. 
The rising costs of materials and wages are, 
however, beyond the corporation’s control. 
It might be of interest to mention that one 
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of the first houses completed in 1952 when 
the tender was originally received was priced 
at £1,278, but with minor modifications the 
same type of house on tender was recently 
priced at £1,726.” 


SOCIETIES 
RIBA 


Fire Research Exhibition 


DPURING the period February 10-26, an 
exhibition dealing with the work of the 
Fire Research Station, Elstree, will be on 
view at the Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects, 66, Portland-place, W1. The exhibi- 
tion has been prepared by the Joint Fire 
Research Organisation, which is run by the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research and the Fire Offices Committee. 
It is concerned with investigating the 
causes of fires, the way in which they spread 
and the efficiency of fire-fighting methods 
and equipment. For many years an im- 
portant part of its work has been the testing 
of elements of structure for fire resistance. 
The Station receives considerable guidance 
in deciding lines of research which may 
profitably be followed as a result of its 
work on compiling the fire statistics of this 
country. Every year some 80,000 reports 
on fires attended by fire brigades are received 
at the Station, where they are classified and 
analysed. One of the exhibits in the exhibi- 
tion deals with this part of the work. 
Other subjects covered by the exhibition 
include the testing of wood, wallboards, tex- 
tiles and other materials. Tests of the ignita- 
bility of these materials make it possible 
to decide the safe distances from fires. 
stoves and stovepipes at which the materials 
may be used in buildings. 
The exhibition will be on view from 10-7, 
Mondays-Fridays, and from 10-5 on Satur 
days. Admission is free. 


LIVERPOOL ARCHITECTURAL 
SOCIETY 


PRIBA’s Remarks at Annual Dinner 


SPEAKING at the annual dinner of the 
Liverpool Architectural Society, Mr. 
HowarD RosertTson, ARA, president of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects, sugges- 
ted a New Year’s resolution for architects’ 
clients. 

It was, he said, that they should give 
architects sufficient time in which to prepare 
their work. Quick construction was brought 
about only by complete preparation, and 
that was why, in America, the outer walls 
of a four-storey building could be completed 
sometimes in about a fortnight. 

The time allowed an architect was often 
reflected in the design, and buildings which 
had been going up in London since the war 
were on the whole rather “ timid.” He hoped 
Liverpool was doing better. 

Mr. Robertson replied to the toast of the 
Royal Institute and Allied Societies proposed 
by Sir JAMES MOUNTFORD, Vice-Chancellor 
of Liverpool University, who said Liverpool 
was proud that it had been the first Univer- 
sity School of Architecture to be formed and 
to be recognised by the RIBA. 

The city had had triumphs and achieve- 
ments in architecture in the past, and many 
would be inclined to agree that the future 
ef architecture in Liverpool was one against 
which they cou!d place a large question 
mark. That was not the fault of architects 
but of the conditions in which they found 
themselves. 










































































































January 29 1954 


Mr. F. J. M. OrmRop, FRIBA, presiden, 
of the Liverpool Architectural Society, pro- 
posed the toast of the guests, which Was 
acknowledged by the Lord Mayor, Ald, w.j 
Tristram. a 


OBITUARY 
J. M. D. Hay, MC, MSc, 


WE REGRET to announce the death of M; 
J. M. D. Hay, one of Her Majesty’s Inspeo. 
tors of Schools. He was 59. 

Dr. H. H. Burners writes: Mr. Hay had 
been one of Her Majesty’s inspectors of 
Schools since 1937. In 1947 he succeeded the 
late J. L. Manson as Staff Inspector with 
special responsibility for building subjects, 
Born on February 12, 1895, he attended 
Robert Gordon’s College, Aberdeen, from 
1909 to 1912. From 1912 to 1914 he workeg 
with Mr. J. Baron, civil engineer, of Aber. 
deen. From 1914 to 1918 he served with g 
field company Royal Engineers and wa; 
awarded the MC and the French Croix ¢ 
Guerre. 

On demobilisation he went to the Royal 
Technical College, Glasgow, and in 19| 
graduated BSc. of Glasgow University jp 
Civil Engineering. Then followed three 
years’ experience with Sir William Arm- 
strong-Whitworth. From 1924 till 1929 he was 
lecturer in Civil Engineering at Manchester 
University on the staff of Professor A. H, 
Gibson, during which time he obtained the 
degree of Master of Science of the Univer. 
sity. Hay then became head of the Depart 
ment of Civil Engineering, Architecture and 
Building in the Technical College, Bradford, 
where he remained until his appointment as 
HM Inspector in 1937. During the last war 
he was seconded for two years to the staff 
of the Civil Engineer in Chief, Admiralty, 
and in this capacity visited various harbours 
and Admiralty stations in the United King- 
dom and the North Atlantic. He was a 
member of the Institution of Civil Engineers, 
of the Institution of Structural Engineers and 
of the Society of Civil Engineers of France. 

All of this wide and varied educational, 
industrial and service experience gave Haya 
breadth of knowledge and of outlook that 
made him welcome in all the many spheres 
into which his duties with the Ministry of 
Education led him. But his personal quali- 
ties made him more than welcome. Quiet, 
modest, with a charming sense of humour 
and a real gift for friendship, he was te- 
spected and loved by all who had dealings 
with him. Apart from the great loss to the 
Ministry of Education, he will be greatly 
missed by many organisations, the Building 
Apprenticeship and Training Council of the 
Ministry of Works, the City and Guilds of 
London Institute and by the various advisor 
committees of which he was a member. 


Gilbert W. Fraser, MC, FRIBA 


WE REGRET to record the death on Janu: 
ary 24 at Freshfield, Lancs, of Major Gilbert 
Wilson Fraser, MC, FRIBA. Maior Frast 
was articled to the late Edmund Kirty, 
FRIBA. He was responsible for man) 
church and church hall works in and around 
Liverpool, as well as numerous _ houses. 
School and hospital schemes also feature! 
in his work. He was at one time advising 
architect to Bootle Corporation educatio 
committee. 


R. F. Miller, FRICS 


THE DEATH has taken place of Mr. R.F 
Miller, FRICS, principal quantity surveyc! 
to the London County Council. He was % 
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CITY OF LONDON REDEVELOPMENT SCHEME 


Public Inquiry into Compulsory Purchase Order 


A PUBLIC inquiry was held at Guildhall, 

London, on January 21, before Mr. 
K. S. Dodd, an Inspector appointed by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government, 
into an application by the City of London 
Corporation for confirmation of a compul- 
sory purchase order in respect of 2.25 acres 
of land between Southwark Bridge and 
Cannon-street Station. 

The land contained within the order forms 
part of Redevelopment Unit No. 10 in the 
City’s development plan and embraces parts 
of Upper Thames-street, Queen-street Place, 
Brickhill-lane, Joiners’ Hall Buildings, 
Cousin-lane, Greenwich-street, Skinners- 
lane, College-hill, College-street, Little 
College-lane, Dowgate-hill. Three Cranes 
Wharf, Red Lion Wharf, Red Lion Shipping 
Wharf, Dowgate Dock and the churchyard 
of St. Martin-in-the-Vintry. 

One of the main features of the proposals 
for the area is the widening of Upper 
Thames-street, which will eventually become 
one of the City’s main through routes, whilst 
the area south of Upper Thames-street is 
scheduled for commercial and waterside 
commercial use and for the construction of 
a new cleansing depot, wharf and administra- 
tive offices. 

The only remaining objectors, for whom 
Mr. F. A. Stockdale appeared, were the free- 
holders and occupying lessees of the building 
known as No. 78, Upper Thames-street and 
6. Brickhill-lane. 


The Corporation’s Case 


Mr. R. D. STEWART-BROWN represented 
the Corporation and said it was the policy 
of his clients to constitute redevelopment 
units in the war-damaged areas of the City 
and to secure their redevelopment, where 
necessary, by means of compulsory acquisi- 
tion. Certain priorities had been laid down 
as to which areas should be redeveloped 
first, and one of the matters which had to 
be taken into account was the extent to 
which land within the various units had 
already become vested in the Corporation by 
virtue of purchase notices. In cases where 
a part of a particular redevelopment unit 
had already become so vested it was ob- 
viously desirable, in view of the public 
funds involved, that the remainder of the 
land within that unit should be acquired at 
the earliest possible moment. That was the 
Ong in regard to Redevelopment Unit 

o. 10. 

With the exception of a dock and two 
buildings, one of which comprised No. 78, 
Upper Thames-street and 6, Brickhill-lane, 
the whole of Unit No. 10 was a cleared site, 
but although it was proposed that a sub- 
stantial part of the Unit, the total area of 
which amounted to 4.82 acres, should be 
used for the purpose of a public cleansing 
depot and wharf, the land within the present 
Order was not being acquired for that 
specific purpose. It was being acquired for 
general redevelopment under Section 38 of 
the Town and Country Planning Act, 1947, 
as applied to the City by Section 114 (2) of 
that Act. Nevertheless he ought to say, in 
opening, that the lease of the premises at 
present used by the Corporation as a public 
cleansing station at Letts Wharf, Lambeth, 
would expire in 1960 and no extension of 
that lease could be granted because the free- 
hold of the site had been acquired by the 
LCC in connection with their South Bank 
scheme. It was therefore apparent that the 


City Corporation must find other accom- 
modation at an early date, and in his sub- 
mission 1954 was not too early to start in 
order to have everything in hand by 1960. 

An objection against the inclusion of No. 
78, Upper Thames-street in a Declaratory 
Area was made at an earlier inquiry under 
the 1944 Act, but the Minister had not up- 
held the objection. At that inquiry no assur- 
ance was given that the building would not 
be acquired or that it would not have to 
be demolished. It was fair to say that the 
general attitude of the Corporation at that 
time was that if the building could properly 
be fitted into a scheme of redevelopment it 
would be desirable to do so on the grounds 
that standing buildings should be preserved 
wherever possible. Unfortunately, however, 
when the problem was more closely ex- 
amined the Corporation came to the conclu- 
sion that the building could not be preserved. 
The Corporation also held the view that in 
the case of a war-damaged area which was 
to be comprehensively redeveloped it was 
not desirable that the freehold of an isolated 
building should remain vested in one indi- 
vidual. It was their opinion that in such 
cases the freeholds of any isolated standing 
buildings should be acquired by the 
Corporation. 

Evidence in support of Counsel’s opening 
statement was given by Mr. A. H. MEALAND, 
FRIBA, MTPI, AMIStructE, City Planning 
Officer. The witness said he thought the 
redevelopment of the whole of the area could 
take place before No. 78 was demolished, in 
which case it would be at least three years 
before the occupiers of the building were 
disturbed. 

In cross-examination, Mr. Mealand agreed 
that No. 78 was a purpose-built building for 
the fur trade; it had a maximum amounf of 
light on its northern and western frontages, 
and its design incorporated what was known 
as a Mansard slope on the east and west. 

Mr. STOCKDALE: I realise that my clients 
are to be reinstated in a new building when 
the redevelopment of this area is completed, 
but will the new building have as much light 
on its northern frontage as the present one? 
—yYes, it may even have more. 

Mr. STOCKDALE: I do not suggest that you 
cannot produce a better building from an 
architectural point of view, but it would 
be an expensive matter, would it not, to 
demolish this building in view of the fact that 
it has been the subject of War Damage re- 
pairs to the extent of something like £40,000? 
—Yes. 

If you demolish, a considerable part of 
that £40,000 will be lost?—Yes. 

And you propose to write that off merely 
in the interests of architectural harmony?— 
No. In the interests of better planning and 
architectural massing. 

Do you seriously suggest that the loss 
of public money on that sort of scale is 
worth facing up to in order to obtain the 
advantages you have described?—Yes, over 
a period of years. 

If the aesthetic point of view was the only 
one you had to consider, would you leave 
the existing building where it is?—That is a 
very difficult question to answer. Bad archi- 
tecture and bad planning never pay any 
dividends. 

If we remain as an island site do you 
say that we are going to benefit in any way 
commercially from the redevelopment of this 
area?—Well, you would retain your freehold 





223 


and you would also remain undisturbed. 
This completed the evidence for the ac- 
quiring authority. 


Objectors’ Evidence 


The first witness on behalf of the objectors 
was Mr. W. A. Hitt, LRIBA, FRICS, who 
said that No. 78 Upper Thames-street was 
a well-designed and substantial building upon 
which considerable sums had been spent in 
carrying out War Damage répairs and im- 
provements. In his opinion it would be a 
waste of public funds for the building to be 
compulsorily acquired simply with a 
view to its demolition within a few 
years. From the architectural point of view 
he thought that its front elevation was a 
satisfactory one and when the new buildings 
had been erected around it the return #font- 
ages would scarcely be seen. 

Mr. STEWART-BROWN (cross-examining): 
If the lessees are re-accommodated in a com- 
parable building at comparable rents and 
given comparable facilities, what hardship 
would they suffer?—You could not, I think, 
provide them with the same sort of accommo- 
dation as they now have. 

Mr. STEWART-BROWN: Architecturally, 
this building is a typical example of a build- 
ing erected between the wars on a confined 
site?—Yes. 

And in order to fit it in and provide the 
necessary amount of light and air without in- 
fringing the rights of adjoining owners this 
peculiar Mansard roof had to be given to it? 
—Yes. 

If the streets had been wider you would 
not have put that particular kind of building 
there?—No. : 


War Damage Repairs 


Mr. C. S. Jaques, ARIBA, confirmed in 
evidence that the cost of War Damage re- 
pairs carried out upon the property amounted 
to about £40,000 in round figures. 

In his closing address on behalf of. the 
objectors, Mr. STOCKDALE submitted that it 
would not be in the public interest for a 
building upon which very considerable sums 
had been spent in recent years to be razed 
completed to the ground. If that was now 
said to be the intention of the City Corpora- 
tion it was a pity they had not arrived at it 
before the £40,000 had been spent. Unless 
an overwhelming case could be made out in 
its favour, the demolition of the building 
should not be carried out in view of the waste 
of public money which would be involved. 
Everyone desired to see the war-damaged 
areas of the City redesigned on better lines 
than had been achieved in the past, but there 
must, in his submission, be a point at which 
it was wrong to buy perfection. 

This completed the inquiry and the Minis- 
ter’s decision will be announced in due 
course. 


BUILDING TO-DAY 


Exhibition at Willesden 


Copies of the current issue of The Builder 
and various trade and technical publications 
will be on sale on The Builder stand at the 
“Building To-day ” exhibition, which is to 
be opened at Willesden Technical College, 
Denzil-road, NW10, on February 1, by the 
Minister of Works, Sir David Eccles. 

The exhibition, whi¢h has been organised 
by the Middlesex County Council Education 
Committee and Willesden Technical College, 
in association with national and local build- 
ing organisations and the Ministry of Works, 
will be open from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. from 
February 1 to 5, and from 11.30 a.m. to 
5 p.m. on the last day, Saturday, February 6 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
Repairs and Rents Bill 


yN Jan. 20 the House of Commons con- 

sidered in Committee the following 

financial resolution in connection with the 
Housing Repairs and Rents Bill:— 


“For the purposes of any Act of the pre- 
sent Session to make further provision for 
the clearance and redevelopment of areas of 
unfit housing accommodation, and _ for 
securing or promoting the reconditioning 
and maintenance of houses, it is expedient 
to authorise the payment out of moneys pro- 
vided by Parliament of—(a) contributions in 
respect of houses purchased or held by local 
authorities for demolition but retained for 
temporary use for housing purposes, con- 
sisting of— 


(i) a contribution equal to one-half of 
the annual loan charges referable to the 
cost of purchase of each such house for 
each financial year in which any part of 
the house is used for housing purposes, 

(ii) a contribution equal to _ three 
pounds, or such other sum as the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government may 
determine, for each such house (or, in the 
case of a house containing more than one 
separate dwelling, equal to the said sum 
for each such dwelling) payable annually 

- for a period of 15 years, 

(b) any increase attributable to the said Act 
in the sums payable out of such moneys 
under Section 173 of the Housing Act, 1936, 
paragraph 5 of the Schedule to the Fur- 
nished Houses (Rent Control) Act, 1946, 
Part II of the Housing Act, 1949, or Part I 
of the Local Government Act, 1948.” 

Mr. MACMILLAN, Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, moving the resolution, 
explained that it was limited to the 
authorisation of payments in respect of the 
cases where deferred demolition or patching 
might be appropriate. The financial pro- 
visions already in existence, which were more 
generous to local authorities than before 
the war, would be available for the real 
work of slum clearance. The Government 
had been forced to recognise that with the 
best will in the world some of our great 
cities would not be able to clear all their 
slums in five or even 15 years, and they 
had decided, as an experiment, to permit 
some degree of patching to try to make life 
a little more tolerable for those who would 
have to live in the houses, waiting for new 
homes. This was uneconomic expenditure 
in the narrow sense, but it could be defended 
and it was put forward as an act of decency 
and of Christian charity. However, it was 
important that the expenditure on patching 
should be of a modest kind and local 
authorities should not be tempted into re- 
garding patching as a substitute for clear- 
ance. For that reason, in their interests and 
in the national interest, the financial pro- 
visions should not be made dangerously 
attractive. 

In special areas where slum clearance 
would take some time, the Government were 
proposing that local authorities should be 
allowed to buy sites, including the houses, 
and keep the houses for some time when 
it was not possible to clear them immediately. 
This was contrary to the present slum clear- 
ance rule that condemned houses must be 
pulled down at once. Local authorities 
were going to be given discretion about this, 
and the Government would provide half of 
the annual loan charges on the premature 
expenditure: of buying houses before they 
could be demolished. When new houses 
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were built, they would get the usual three- 
to-one subsidy. 

An annual payment of £3 for every house 
which was retained as temporary accom- 
modation would be paid for 15 years. Pay- 
ment would be made for all houses so re- 
tained in a slum clearance area whether any 
work was done on them or not. The Bill 
also provided for the payment of £3 for 
each house by the local authority, but there 
was this difference: the Government would 
pay cash; the local authority would only 
carry out a book-keeping transaction, and if 
the work could be carried out at less cost, 
or no work was needed, there would be a 
balance to the benefit of the authority.. He 
had consulted the local authorities but he 
did not pretend that everyone was completely 
satisfied. He doubted if everyone was ever 
completely satisfied with financial -provisions 
but he thought that the scope and the char- 
acter of this part of the scheme was now 
understood. 

Objection had been taken to the fact that 
the ratio was not three-to-one, as in the 
housing subsidy, but it was widely felt that 
wherever it was possible without too heavy 
obligations, something like equal partner- 
ship between local and central Government 
should be welcomed. In recent years there 
had been a steady whittling away of local 
authority functions and he was alarmed lest 
this should go on. Local government would 
gain much by accepting such a partnership, 
especially where it did not cost them very 
much. Besides, with the sympathy of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer he had been 
able to take a somewhat fluid view of the 
cost of patching and to that extent the fifty- 
fifty principle had been whittled away. This 
was an experimental plan and it would be 
reviewed in two or three years’ time when 
enough work had been done to make such 
a review of value. 


Rate of Contribution 


The financial resolution and the Bill gave 
the Minister rather unusual powers. He 
could alter the rate of contribution payable 
by the Treasury to local authorities up or 
down without fresh legislation and subject 
only to an affirmative resolution of Parlia- 
ment. To know there was to be a review 
of the position when sufficient experience was 
gained would give greater confidence to the 
local authorities. The financial resolution 
was flexible and the contribution from the 
Treasury would provide assistance where it 
was necessary in a particular locality. It 
left unaltered the general subsidy for slum 
clearance in general. 


Mr. BEVAN said that the Minister hoped 
that the slum clearance which was started 
some little time ago would be accelerated 
but there was nothing at all in the Bill about 
slum clearance. There was no enthusiasm 
among local authorities for the proposal that 
they should retain certain properties. They 
were wondering whether they were to become 
slum holders or whether the Government’s 
proposals would ruin them. The amended 
Bill now gave the Minister power to with- 
hold the whole or any part of certain con- 
tributions payable to local authorities if he 
thought that the expenditure incurred on the 
repair, improvement and maintenance of cer- 
tain houses was unduly low. Mr. Macmillan 
had called that flexibility. He (Mr. Bevan) 
called it petty larceny. The local authorities 
were encouraged under the financial reso- 
lution to believe that they would receive a 
certain sum, but under the Bill the Minister 
could reduce it to a lower figure. What 
local authorities would incur expenditure 


January 29 1954 


when their commitments would be unknown? 
Local authorities might find themselves in 
the position of not being able to carry on 
with the schemes because their general rate 
expenditure was too high. If the Minister 
hoped that any of his schemes would be 
carried out, he should put the local authori- 
ties in a position to undertake them, or his 
proposals would be abortive. 

In the debate which followed, Mr. Henry 
BRooKE (Conservative) thought the right 
thing to do was to go ahead with some such 
figure as 60s., subject to revision by Order, 
if it proved too high or too low. 

Mr. Enocu Powett (another Conserva- 
tive) referred to Birmingham’s striking ex- 
periment, which he said had been carried 
through without the assistance of any grants. 
When the size of the grants was worked out 
carefully, when the effect upon the finances 
of authorities was weighed against all the 
evidence for the Birmingham scheme and 
the figures which were generally agreed by 
local authorities’ financial experts, the com- 
mittee should be satisfied that, for a first 
estimate, these were the right figures and the 
conditions by which the grant was hedged 
around were not such as to expose to em- 
barrassment the local authorities who took 
advantage of it. 

Mr. GisBson (Labour) said that the work 
would not be done unless the Minister could 
introduce some proposals later to increase 
the amount. 

Mr. BLENKINSOP (Labour) said that for 
the bulk of local authorities the financial 
provisions would be completely unworkable. 


Other Opposition members declared that 
no local authority would be satisfied with the 
financial provisions proposed. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that perhaps his cal- 
culations were wrong, but the obvious thing 
to do was to get started and then have a 
review in two or three years’ time. He, or 
his successor, would make a review as soon 
as it was of use. He asked the committee 
to grant the sum so that they could at least 
make the experiment. He thought that local 
authorities would be perfectly prepared to 
start on the adventure on that basis. 

The resolution was carried by 291 votes 
to 247—Government majority, 44. 


After debate, the resolution relating to the 
Scottish Bill was carried by 293 votes to 
250—Government majority, 43. The resolu- 
tion was as follows: — 

“For the purposes of any Act of the pre- 
sent Session to make further provision as 
respects Scotland for the clearance and re- 
development of areas of unfit housing accom- 
modation, and for securing or promoting the 
reconditioning and maintenance of houses, 
and otherwise to amend the enactments 
relating to housing and rent control, it is 
expedient to authorise the payment out of 
moneys provided by Parliament of—(a) con- 
tributions in respect of houses purchased by 
local authorities under section 17 of the 
Housing (Scotland) Act, 1950, or in respect 
of houses purchased or held by local 
authorities for demolition but retained for 
use for housing purposes, consisting of— 

(i) a contribution equal to one-half of 
the annual loan charges referable to the 
cost of purchase of each such house for 
each financial year in which any part of 
the house is used for housing purposes; and 

(ii) a contribution equal to seven pounds 
five shillings, or such other sum as the 

Secretary of State may determine, for 

each such house payable annually for a 

period of 15 years; 
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(b) any increase attributable to the said Act 
of the present Session in the sums payable 
out of such moneys under subsection (3) of 
section one of the Rent of Furnished Houses 
Control (Scotland) Act, 1943, section 116 or 
section 170 of the Housing (Scotland) Act, 
1950, or Part II of the Local Government 
Act, 1948.” 


COMMANDER GILBRAITH stated, on behalf 
of the Government that a new basis of com- 
pensation (when considering whether the 
feu, or ground rent, should be included in 
the purchase price of a house) would be dis- 
cussed soon with local authority associations 
and other interests, and it is hoped to include 
them in the forthcoming Town and Country 
Planning Bill. 


Standing Committee C of the House of 
Commons began its consideration of the 
English Bill on January 21. 


On Clause 1 (Proposals for exercise of 
functions of local authorities as to clearance 
areas, etc.),. Mr. G. R. MITCHESON moved 
an amendment to require local authorities 
to make their returns to the Minister “ with- 
out undue delay” instead of within one 
year from the commencement of the Act. 
He said it was necessary to see what time 
was likely to be required. Local authorities 
were already encumbered with duties with 
regard to housing, and the Minister was 
now seeking to put another duty on them— 
to carry out their other housing functions 
in accordance with the present proposals. 
The question was over what sort of time 
did the Minister expect the local authori- 
ties’ forecast to extend. What was really 
required from local authorities was obscure; 
if the Committee could get an indication 
of that they would be able to judge whether 
the period of 12 months was really neces- 
sary. No one wished te hurry the local 
authorities unduly. The job of preparing 
the proposals would vary enormously from 
one local authority to another, just as the 
resources which the local authority had 
available for doing the job would also vary. 
While one realised all that, it seemed a little 
strange that if the proposals were to be 
completely vague, if they were to be no 
more than an indication of a little more 
information and the rather minor matter 
of keeping some houses under temporary 
repair, the period of 12 months should be 
put in the Bill at all. 


“Intelligence Exercise ” 


Mr. MACMILLAN said that the purpose of 
Clause 1 was not in any way to alter the 
existing law about slum clearance. It was 
not really an operational exercise; it was an 
intelligence exercise. The Government 
wanted to find out from the local authori- 
ties, thereby informing themselves, the global 
size of the problem. They also wanted an 
idea of the incidence of the problem in 
different localities. They wanted to know 
the total number of houses which would 
have to be pulled down as unfit and pre- 
cisely where they lay. They wanted the 
information from the practical point of view 
of being able to estimate what would be 
Tequired in terms of building labour, 
Tesources and materials, and how that would 
fit in with the other building operations 
which were going on, to enable them to 
see how they would be able to handle the 
job and how quite they could do it. It 
was true that locai authorities had already 
collected a great deal of this information 
about the total number of houses which 
would have to be destroyed, but as it was 
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clear that during recent years it had not 
been easy to make very rapid progress with 
slum clearance, he had no doubt that the 
information which, in theory, local authori- 
ties had to collect under statute needed 
to be brought up to date. 


They would also ask local authorities to 
estimate what number of their houses they 
thought they would be able to deal with 
in, say, five years, and what number would 
have to be left over for the subsequent 
period. That information would be of the 
greatest importance to the Ministry and the 
local authorities, for they would discuss 
these forward schemes with them and try 
to reach an agreed scheme by which steady 
progress could be made. With regard to 
whether they should stipulate a_ period 
of one year or insert “without undue 
delay,” he hoped the Committee would feel 
it better to leave the clause as it was. To 
say that this must be done within 12 months 
did not mean that they did not hope that 
many people would be able to give them 
the information sooner. In their circular 
they would ask for the information to be 
forwarded as quickly as possible and state 
that it was required to be done within one 
year. 


If they accepted the insertion of “ with- 
out undue delay” there would follow diffi- 
cult questions about the meaning of undue 
delay, and whether he or the courts would 
decide the question he did not know. The 
effect of their circular would be that the 
information should be sent as quickly as 
possible, and at all events within 12 months 
unless there was some very special reason 
why that was impossible. He emphasised 
that Clause 1 did not in itself accelerate, 
except by getting information, or retard, any 
ordinary work on slum clearance which was 
now going on. It was not intended that 
ordinary operations should be stopped while 
the information for the wider picture was 
being collected. The purpose simply was to 
get information which would enable the 
local authorities and the Ministry to set 
about the task in rather a more practical way 
in relation to the division between what 
could be done in the first period, what was 
to be done in the whole period—that was, 
the general global picture—and how far 
deferred demolition would be useful. 


Mr. BEVAN said he had listened to Mr. 
Macmillan with considerable amazement. 
He did not know why he was going to collect 
the information. The Minister had said that 
the purpose of the provisions was that he 
should know what labour and materials 
would be involved. But he had been telling 
the House and the country for two years 
that he did not propose to plan _ the 
operations of the building industry. The 
Minister did not know what the initiative 
of the private builder would snatch away 
from the building force of any area in Great 
Britain. The present housing programme 
was completely uncertain: there were com- 
plaints from one local authority after 
another that their building force was being 
upset because private builders were now 
able to build without licences. What would 
the statisticians do? People did not like 
filling up forms anyhow, and they would 
certainly object to filling up useless forms. 
The Minister was asking local authorities 
to give him useless information. How did 
local authorities know how many houses 
would be patched up? They might know 
how many they intended to patch up, but 
they would not know how many they would 
be able to patch up, because when they 
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started patching up the Minister would steal 
their labour. 


The Labour Government had some con- 


‘ception of planning, although it was very 


difficult to carry it out when there was so 
much industry in the hands of private per- 
sons, who had their own private plans, 
which always conflicted with the p!ans of the 
State. At all events, they had some con- 
ception of the overall use of the building 
force and some idea of the number of 
houses they intended to build, and they 
stated what that was and they built the houses. 
They could have built many more houses 
if they had done less building in other 
spheres. Nevertheless, they had a concep- 
tion of what the Jabour force would be and 
the amount of new housing, repairs and fac- 
tory and power-station building that could 
be carried out, and they could tell local 
authorities with some degree of precision 
what proportion of building labour and 
materials would be made available for the 
programme on which they had agreed. They 
had a national plan, and it fitted into the 
plans of the local authorities. 


Now the Minister asked local authorities 
to have plans, but no one else, not even 
himself, was to have a plan. So what was 
the information for? The local authorities 
would complain to the Minister after a 
while that they had sent their plans to him 
but that they could not carry them out and 
that he was the person who was holding 
them up. It was also ridiculous to ask local 
authorities to state what they would be able 
to do in the five-year period. There was 
scarcely a Jocal authority in Great Britain 
which could to-day predict with certainty 
how many houses it would build next year, 
but the Minister now asked local authorities 
to peer into the future and say “ How many 
will you be able to handle in five years? ” 
The Minister must not pretend that he was 
engaged in a planned operation in a plan- 
less society. 


“ Performance of a Miracle ” 


. Mr. GIBSON said the Minister was really 
asking for the performance of a miracle. 
It would have been much more honest if 
he had said that he wanted this information 
“as quickly as possible.” 


Mr. GRANVILLE WEST said it was in the 
interests of the Minister and the local 
authorities to accept the amendment and 
allow the local authorities and himself some 
elbow room. The Minister was unduly 
restricting the activities of the local 
authorities by imposing this limit. 

Mr. BEVAN, intervening later in the 
debate, said there was nothing to stop local 
authorities getting on with slum clearance 
except the Minister, the lack of building 
materials, and legislative and physical restric- 
tions. He would listen with a little more 
respect to the Minister when he indicated 
what new physical assets he proposed to put 
at the disposal of the local authorities. If 
the Minister had the courage he would re- 
introduce licensirg. The Opposition could 
not believe in his sincerity when all he was 
doing was to put a paper facade and suggest 
to the nation that this was a great drive 
on slum clearance. The Opposition pro- 
posed to divide the Committee not on the 
Narrow point of time, but because of the 
failure of the Minister to give any idea of 
what he would do with the information 
when he got it. 


The amendment was negatived by 22 
votes to 19—Government majority, three. 
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THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF BUILDING 
TRADES EMPLOYERS 


Seventy-sixth Annual Report 


MPHE seventy-sixth annual report of the 

National Federation of Building Trades 
Employeis was presented at the Federation’s 
annual general meeting in London on 
January 27. The following is a summary 
of the main points of the report :— : 


General Review 


Industrial production has fully recovered 
the ground lost in 1952, an improvement due 
in no small part, as the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer has acknowledged, to an increase 
of about 8 per cent. in building output. At 
the same time, the supply of almost every 
major material used in industry has become 
more closely equated to demand, a fact 
which was strongly in evidence at the Build- 
ing Exhibition held towards the end of the 
year. By the reappearance of adequate 
supplies of such materials as copper, lead, 
zinc, steel and timber, side by side with 
the alternative materials developed during 
the period when their use was severely 
testricted, the building industry is now pro- 
vided with a freedom of choice that it has 
not enjoyed for many years; indeed, the 
only physical curbs that still remain on the 
further expansion of building activity are, 
apart from labour, the limited supplies of 
bricks and, to a lesser extent, of cement 
and tiles. 

The wider scope given to private house- 
builders, the substantial increases in licence- 
free limits and the removal of consumer- 
licensing of softwood, whilst confirming the 
‘Government’s determination to maintain 
building activity at the highest possible level 
and their faith in the industry’s ability to 
do the work, also mark a further step on 
the road to freedom from official planning 
—so often dictated by administrative con- 
venience rather than by economic necessity 
—which has, in the past, effectively stifled 
attempts to attain the level of efficiency the 
industry has known to be possible. 


Building Costs 

Caution, and indeed common sense, dic- 
tate that no efforts should be spared to 
bring about that reduction in costs which 
alone can assure the increased exports 
essential to the maintenance of full employ- 
ment, economic stability and a rising stan- 
dard of living. The contribution the build- 
ing industry can make to the export markets 
in the form of new and more efficient fac- 
tories, warehouses and offices is indirect, but 
is nevertheless vital Any imprudent in- 
creases in building material prices or in the 
cost of labour would make higher building 
costs inevitable and would not only pre- 
judice the efforts of the industry to assist 
the national economy but would also endan- 
ger the livelihood of large numbers of the 
employers and operatives now engaged in 
the industry. For these reasons materials 
prices and building wages are likely in the 


months ahead to be important factors 
affecting Federation policy. It would be 
regrettable indeed if, after successfully 


negotiating the formidable difficulties of the 
post-war years, the industry undermined its 
prosperity by failing to settle realistically the 
vital issues which now face it. 


The Immediate Outlook 
Since the war the building industry, and 
tthe industries allied to it, have not failed 





to respond to the calls which have been 
made upon them. But it is not necessarily 
sufficient for the Government to plan more 
work. To-day the danger is not so much 
that the capacities of these industries will 
be under-estimated as that the strength of 
the demand for their products, at present 
prices, will be over-estimated. There are 
reports that contractors are finding that ten- 
dering is generally becoming keener and, the 
market for the larger type of house being 
naturally limited, the house-builder is now 
having to concentrate more and more on 
satisfying progressively the housing needs 
of those in the lower-income groups. It 
is noticeable, moreover, that the industry 
is very dependent on Government action 
and subsidy policy for the maintenance of 
the high demand at its present level. If 
the Government were suddenly forced to 
curtail its requirements, the industry would 
soon find itself trading under conditions 
which it has not known for more than a 
decade. 

1954, therefore, constitutes a challenge to 
the building industry and to the industries 
associated with it. The individualism of 
firms, like that of consumers and workers, 
has naturally tended to become somewhat 
blunted under the impact of the easy 
economic conditions which have prevailed 
since the war, and the increase of competi- 
tion is therefore all to the good. 


Building Advisory Service 

With reference to the arrangements made 
between the British and United States Gov- 
ernments regarding the Conditional Aid 
fund to be made available in this country 
under the US Mutual Security Act, 1952, 
for promoting productivity in industry and 
for stimulating competition, the report men- 
tions the Government’s decisions concerning 
the allocation of these funds as published 
in a White Paper in June. One of the 
decisions is to provide a sum of £20,000 
to the Ministry of Works for “the develop- 
ment of the Building Advisory Service,” the 
general object of such services being to 
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““advise concerns, especially smaller con- 
cerns, on reorganisation and production tech- 
niques with a view to increasing productivity 
and lowering prices.” The report continues; 

Immediately after the publication of the 
White Paper, the Ministry of Works ap- 
proached the National Federation with the 
request that the Federation should accept 
responsibility for the proposed advisory 
service for the building industry.... A 
sub-committee of the executive committee 
was thereupon appointed to examine in 
greater detail the practicability and the prob- 
able cost of establishing an advisory service 
for the building industry, taking into account 
the allocation of £20,000 which the Ministry 
of Works had obtained for this purpose 
from the Conditional Aid Funds. The sub- 
committee, having had the benefit of the 
advice of representatives of the Ministry of 
Works and a firm of industrial consultants, 
submitted a report which has been approved 
by the council and submitted on behalf of 
the Federation to the Ministry of Works 
for consideration by the Treasury. 

The chief purpose of the proposed ad- 
visory service would be the investigation, at 
the request of individual building firms, 
whether members of the Federation or not, 
of their organisation and special problems. 
These investigations would be undertaken 
by teams of trained consultants with the 
object of recommending for adoption by 
the firms concerned methods of improving 
productivity and reducing costs. The 
matters to be investigated would include 
some or all] of the following: (i) Work Study 
and Site Organisation; (ii) Costing and Head- 
quarters Office organisation and methods; 
and (iii) Personnel Administration, including 
management/employee relations. Training 
and Methods of Supervision. 

The individual firms making use of the 
service would pay fees based upon the 
length of the investigation and the number 
of consultants necessary, and the scale of 
fees would need to be such as to make the 
service self-supporting after two or three 
years. 

Other functions of the suggested service 
are also detailed in the report. 


Building Materials 

The Government’s plans for building in 
1954 indicate that there will be no reduction 
in the demands likely to be made upon the 
building material industries. In 1954, there- 
fore, as in previous years, an adequate flow 
of building materials is a mecessary pre- 
requisite to higher productivity in building 
and reduced costs . . . so long as the amount 
of building in progress presses so closely 
on the available stocks of materials, builders 
who do not keep close watch on market 
conditions and adjust their ordering policy 
in the light of actual and foreseeable changes 
in the supply situation will almost certainly 
run into difficulties. 

The steadiness of building-material prices 
during 1953 has been the result of two forces 
of approximately equal strength working in 
opposite directions. On the one hand there 
has been an appreciable fall in the prices 
of those items imported from abroad— 
timber (hardwood and_ softwood), zinc, 
copper, aluminium, etc. On the other hand 
there have been increases in the prices of 
certain home-produced mater‘als, notably 
bricks. cement and clay roof and floor tiles. 
The balance is delicately poised and any 
further increase in the cost of home-produced 
materials would have unfortunate conse- 
quences. 
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Housing 

The relaxations in the controls which have 
hitherto severely limited the ability of the 
private house-builder to build quickly and 
cheaply clearly place an added responsibility 
upon all sections of the industry to meet 
the needs of the natien for soundly built 
houses at a reasonable cost. The Federa- 
tion is naturally in full agreement with the 
Government policy of encouraging home- 
ownership, in the hope that it may soon 
be possible to take steps to reduce the 
heavy national and local burden of the 
housing subsidies. 

The crux of the problem facing house- 
builders and their clients is the availability 
of finance and the production of houses at 
a figure within the reach of the greatest 
possible number. 

The outcome of the Government’s con- 
uitations with the building societies and the 
local authorities will be awaited with interest 
by both builders and intending house- 
purchasers. 

The greater scope available to private 
development undoubtedly increases the re- 
sponsibility of the private house-builder in 
the matter of maintaining public confidence 
in the standard of his product. For the 
safeguarding of sound standards in this field 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment has continued to place his confidence 
in the industry’s own voluntary scheme, and 
every Ministerial instruction marking the 
road to greater freedom from licensing con- 
trol has carried the condition that the general 
specification and the amount of supervision 
exercised should be equivalent to those laid 


down in the scheme operated by the 
National House - Builders’ Registration 
Council. 


The NFBTE Council considers that the 
subject of housing standards and house- 
builders’ registration should receive the 
eamest consideration of every local associa- 
tion and, where it has not already been 
done, efforts should be made to create in 
as many centres as possible active com- 
mittees of registered house-builders pledged 
to sound standards, who would thus be able 
to negotiate more effectively with local 
authorities and local building societies and 
to make their point of view known to the 
public generally. 


Labour Relations 


The general trend of labour relations in 
this country during 1953 has been influenced 
largely by a change in attitude on the part 
of the leaders of the trades unions in several 
large industries who seem to have .allowed 
themselves to drift with the tide. In some 
industries the responsible leaders may have 
had little choice, and in all industries many 
of the rank and file are obviously attracted 
by the simple idea of getting more money 
ty exploiting the “ full employment” situa- 
tion while it lasts. 

Most union leaders are well aware of the 
fact that lower living costs would be more 
to the advantage of their members in the 
long run, and are conscious also of the two 
main dangers: (a) that increased costs over 
iwide field in industry can soon reduce 
the value even of spectacular wage increases; 
() that, notwithstanding any “doctrine of 
full employment,” the loss of overseas 
markets which is liable to result from such 
increased costs would inevitably lead to 
inmployment. Many rank-and-file workers, 
however, have never been fully convinced 
by their leaders’ warnings of these dangers. 
They now recall that earlier warnings of 
‘milar dangers were not followed by 
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disaster, and they probably conclude that 
their leaders’ qualms, and the whole policy 
of wage-restraint, had therefore not been 
justified. Less responsible officials have 
fanned the flame, and the consequent inter- 
nal pressure has no doubt influenced even 
the most experienced leaders just at the time 
when industry generally could hope to 
achieve stability and lower costs. 

In order to justify the latest series of 
claims, the trade unions have in 1953 shifted 
their ground considerably. In other years 
special prominence was given to the cost 
of living. Although some unions still attack 
the retail prices index, it is difficult for 
them to ignore the facts (i) that they them- 
selves played a leading part in demanding 
the present (1947) version and in devising 
it; and (ii) that the index itself has moved 
very little during the past year. For this 
reason the recent claims have been founded 
chiefly upon such arguments as that the 
profits in the industry concerned have 
increased substantially or that—in industries 
where profits are lower—some critics have 
declared that greater efficiency in manage- 
ment could achieve better results. The con- 
tention is therefore made that practically 
all industries are, or ought to be, able to 
afford much larger rewards to the workers 
who contribute to their success. This atti- 
tude has persisted in spite of the fact that 
typical firms in the manufacturing and 
exporting industries have provided analyt'cal 
statements of their own financial position 
demonstrating that, in face of present-day 
foreign competition, even a modest general 
wage increase could imperil the resources 
upon which the whole activity of their 
industry depends. 

It is against such a general industrial back- 
ground that the special position of the 
building industry has to be viewed at this 
critical time. 

One of the most important elements in 
successful building in the near future (pro- 
vided that materials are in reasonably good 
supply) will be the extent to which our 
membership is able to maintain the discipline 
and the sense of responsibility, at all levels, 
which are properly associated with a craft 
industry. In some areas there has been 
excessive competition for labour, a position 
which is aggravated by the counter-attrac- 
tions of factories in the large engineering 
centres. Economic considerations, however, 
are now inducing a stricter regard to labour 
costs generally. A real contribution to the 
welfare of all in the industry can be made 
at this time by employers who, having 
ensured that the’ management of their jobs 
is efficient, take firm steps to eliminate slack- 
ness on the part of their workers. 


Discussions with Operatives 


In December the executive committee met 
the executive of the Operatives’ Federation 
for an informal exchange of views, without 
commitment, on a number of matters which 
have been prominent in the minds of both 
sides but are not at a stage suitable for 
treatment within the formal machinery of 
the Nationa] Joint Council. 

In response to representations from this 
Federation on the question of inter-availa- 
bility of labour the operatives indicated that 
their constituent trade unions are endeavour- 
ing to make arrangements which would help 
to minimise demarcation disputes arising 
from the introduction of new methods and 
materials. The employers stressed the im- 
portance of preventing the holding up of 
work in consequence of conflicting claims 
to perform the same processes and, con- 
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versely, the opportunities for greater produc- 
tivity given by a reasonable flexibility in 
such matters. There will be further consulta- 
tions on the whole subject. Meantime there 
was general approval to the training of 
mason-bricklayers, capable of carrying out 
work in both of these crafts. 


Building Wages: Comprehensive 
Review Proposed 


In his retiring speech to the meeting Mr. 
WILFRED HorsPALt said that one of the main 
conditions for increased output in 1954 was 
that there should be peace in the building in- 
dustry. The National Joint Council now had 
before them applications from the Trades 
Unions which include an increase in wages of 
9d. an hour over and above the 1d. recently 
agreed under the cost-of-living sliding scale 
and a fully guaranteed week. “As both 
sides are now considering the matter before 
meeting again shortly, I shall say nothing - 
which might prejudice the position. I am 
sure, however, that so far as the employers 
are concerned, negotiations will not be 
broken off until the machinery for settling 
disputes which has worked so successfully 
for so many years has been used to the full. 
And that means that we shall, if necessary, 
be willing to go to arbitration. With what 
is happening in other industries in mind, I 
suggest that the time may be opportune for 
consideration to be given to the setting up of 
a joint committee to undertake a comprehen- 
sive review of our wages structure. Surely, 
it would be better for this to be done by the 
industry itself than by some outside Com- 
mittee of Inquiry.” 


The New President 


THIS YEAR’S PRESIDENT of the National 
Federation, Mr. G. W. GROSVENOR, is one 
of the three directors of the firm of Messrs. 
J. Long and Sons (Bath), Ltd., which was 
established in 1864. Except for the period 
of the first world war, Mr. Grosvenor has 
spent the whole of his career in the industry. 
He is the second member of his firm to 
become president of the NFBTE, for the 
late Ald. C. H. Long was president in 1931. 

For the past 20 years Mr. Grosvenor has 
taken an active part in the affairs of the 
Bath Association of Building Trades Em- 
ployers, of which he was the president in 
1942, 1943 and 1944, and he has recently 
been elected to the presidency of the Associa- 
tion in its centenary year—1954. He was 
the first chairman of the Bath and District 
Joint Apprenticeship Committee, which he 
helped to form, and was also, during his 
presidential years, chairman of the Bath 
and District Joint Committee for the Build- 
ing Industry. When the City of Bath was 
biitzed in 1942, Mr. Grosvenor formed the 
Builders’ Control, under which Bath builders 
surveyed damage and organised materials 
supplies and labour so that resources were 
used to the best advantage before the city’s 
official organisation came into being. 

In 1947 Mr. Grosvenor was elected presi- 
dent of the South-Western Federation, and 
it was under his leadership that the adminis- 
tration work of the Region was reorganised 
to give member firms the maximum service. 

In addition to his membership of the 
Regional Council and its standing com- 
mittees, Mr. Grosvenor has also been a 
member for many years of the National 
Federation’s Council and Executive Com- 
mittee and of the National Joint Council 
for the Building Industry. He is chairman 
of the National Joint Council’s factories 
committee. Mr. Grosvenor was elected a 
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THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF BUILDING 
TRADES EMPLOYERS 


Seventy-sixth Annual Report 


MPHE seventy-sixth annual report of the 

National Federation of Building Trades 
Employets was presented at the Federation’s 
annual general meeting in London on 
January 27. The following is a summary 
of the main points of the report :— : 


General Review 


Industrial production has fully recovered 
the ground lost in 1952, an improvement due 
in no small part, as the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer has acknowledged, to an increase 
of about 8 per cent. in building output. At 
the same time, the supply of almost every 
major material used in industry has become 
more closely equated to demand, a fact 
which was strongly in evidence at the Build- 
ing Exhibition held towards the end of the 
year. By the reappearance of adequate 
supplies of such materials as copper, lead, 
zinc, steel and timber, side by side with 
the alternative materials developed during 
the period when their use was severely 
testricted, the building industry is now pro- 
vided with a freedom of choice that it has 
not enjoyed for many years; indeed, the 
only physical curbs that still remain on the 
further expansion of building activity are, 
apart from labour, the limited supplies of 
bricks and, to a lesser extent, of cement 
and tiles. 

The wider scope given to private house- 
builders, the substantial increases in licence- 
free limits and the removal of consumer- 
licensing of softwood, whilst confirming the 
Government’s determination to maintain 
building activity at the highest possible level 
and their faith in the industry’s ability to 
do the work, also mark a further step on 
the road to freedom from official planning 
—so often dictated by administrative con- 
venience rather than by economic necessity 
—which has, in the past, effectively stifled 
attempts to attain the level of efficiency the 
industry has known to be possible. 


Building Costs 


Caution, and indeed common sense, dic- 
tate that no efforts should be spared to 
bring about that reduction in costs which 
alone can assure the increased exports 
essential to the maintenance of full employ- 
ment, economic stability and a rising stan- 
dard of living. The contribution the build- 
ing industry can make to the export markets 
in the form of new and more efficient fac- 
tories, warehouses and offices is indirect, but 
is nevertheless vital. Any imprudent in- 
creases in building material prices or in the 
cost of labour would make higher building 
costs inevitable and would not only pre- 
judice the efforts of the industry to assist 
the national economy but would also endan- 
ger the livelihood of large numbers of the 
employers and operatives now engaged in 
the industry. For these reasons materials 
prices and building wages are likely in the 
months ahead to be important factors 
affecting Federation policy. It would be 
regrettable indeed if, after successfully 
negotiating the formidable difficulties of the 
post-war years, the industry undermined its 
prosperity by failing to settle realistically the 
vital issues which now face it. 


The Immediate Outlook 
Since the war the building industry, and 
tthe industries allied to it, have not failed 


to respond to the calls which have been 
made upon them. But it is not necessarily 
sufficient for the Government to plan more 
work. To-day the danger is not so much 
that the capacities of these industries will 
be under-estimated as that the strength of 
the demand for their products, at present 
prices, will be over-estimated. There are 
reports that contractors are finding that ten- 
dering is generally becoming keener and, the 
market for the larger type of house being 
naturally limited, the house-builder is now 
having to concentrate more and more on 
satisfying progressively the housing needs 
of those in the lower-income groups. It 
is noticeable, moreover, that the industry 
is very dependent on Government action 
and subsidy policy for the maintenance of 
the high demand at its present level. If 
the Government were suddenly forced to 
curtail its requirements, the industry would 
soon find itself trading under conditions 
which it has not known for more than a 
decade. 

1954, therefore, constitutes a challenge to 
the building industry and to the industries 
associated with it. The individualism of 
firms, like that of consumers and workers, 
has naturally tended to become somewhat 
blunted under the impact of the easy 
economic conditions which have prevailed 
since the war, and the increase of competi- 
tion is therefore all to the good. 


Building Advisory Service 

With reference to the arrangements made 
between the British and United States Gov- 
ernments regarding the Conditional Aid 
fund to be made available in this country 
under the US Mutual Security Act, 1952, 
for promoting productivity in industry and 
for stimulating competition, the report men- 
tions the Government’s decisions concerning 
the allocation of these funds as published 
in a White Paper in June. One of the 
decisions is to provide a sum of £20,000 
to the Ministry of Works for “ the develop- 
ment of the Building Advisory Service,” the 
general object of such services being to 
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“advise concerns, especially smaller con- 
cerns, on reorganisation and production tech- 
niques with a view to increasing productivity 
and lowering prices.” The report continues: 

Immediately after the publication of the 
White Paper, the Ministry of Works ap- 
proached the National Federation with the 
request that the Federation should accept 
responsibility for the proposed advisory 
service for the building industry.... A 
sub-committee of the executive committee 
was thereupon appointed to examine in 
greater detail the practicability and the prob- 
able cost of establishing an advisory service 
for the building industry, taking into account 
the allocation of £20,000 which the Ministry 
of Works had obtained for this purpose 
from the Conditional Aid Funds. The sub- 
committee, having had the benefit of the 
advice of representatives of the Ministry of 
Works and a firm of industria] consultants, 
submitted a report which has been approved 
by the council and submitted on behalf of 
the Federation to the Ministry of Works 
for consideration by the Treasury. 

The chief purpose of the proposed ad- 
visory service would be the investigation, at 
the request of individual building firms, 
whether members of the Federation or not, 
of their organisation and special problems. 
These investigations would be undertaken 
by teams of trained consultants with the 
object of recommending for adoption by 
the firms concerned methods of improving 
productivity and reducing costs. The 
matters to be investigated would include 
some or all of the following: (i) Work Study 
and Site Organisation; (ii) Costing and Head- 
quarters Office organisation and methods; 
and (iii) Personnel Administration, including 
management/employee relations. Training 
and Methods of Supervision. 

The individual firms making use of the 
service would pay fees based upon the 
length of the investigation and the number 
of consultants necessary, and the scale of 
fees would need to be such as to make the 
service self-supporting after two or three 
years. 

Other functions of the suggested service 
are also detailed in the report. 


Building Materials 

The Government’s plans for building in 
1954 indicate that there will be no reduction 
in the demands likely to be made upon the 
building material industries. In 1954, there- 
fore, as in previous years, an adequate flow 
of building materials is a necessary pre- 
requisite to higher productivity in building 
and reduced costs . . . so long as the amount 
of building in progress presses so closely 
on the available stocks of materials, builders 
who do not keep close watch on market 
conditions and adjust their ordering policy 
in the light of actual and foreseeable changes 
in the supply situation will almost certainly 
run into difficulties. 

The steadiness of building-material prices 
during 1953 has been the result of two forces 
of approximately equal strength working in 
opposite directions. On the one hand there 
has been an appreciable fall in the prices 
of those items imported from abroad— 
timber (hardwood and_ softwood), zinc, 
copper, aluminium, etc. On the other hand 
there have been increases in the prices of 
certain home-produced mater‘als, notably 
bricks. cement and clay roof and floor tiles. 
The balance is delicately poised and any 
further increase in the cost of home-produced 
materials would have unfortunate conse- 
quences. 
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Housing 

The relaxations in the controls which have 
hitherto severely limited the ability of the 
private house-builder to build quickly and 
cheaply clearly place an added responsibility 
upon all sections of the industry to meet 
the needs of the natien for soundly built 
houses at a reasonable cost. The Federa- 
tion is naturally in full agreement with the 
Government policy of encouraging home- 
ownership, in the hope that it may soon 
be possible to. take steps to reduce _ the 
heavy national and local burden of the 
housing subsidies. 

The crux of the problem facing house- 
builders and their clients is the availability 
of finance and the production of houses at 
a figure within the reach of the greatest 
possible number. 

The outcome of the Government’s con- 
sultations with the building societies and the 
local authorities will be awaited with interest 
by both builders and intending house- 
purchasers. ; ; 

The greater scope available to private 
development undoubtedly increases the re- 
sponsibility of the private house-builder in 
the matter of maintaining public confidence 
in the standard of his product. For the 
safeguarding of sound standards in this field 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment has continued to place his confidence 
in the industry’s own voluntary scheme, and 
every Ministerial instruction marking the 
road to greater freedom from licensing con- 
trol has carried the condition that the general 
specification and the amount of supervision 
exercised should be equivalent to those laid 
down in the scheme operated by the 
National House - Builders’ Registration 
Council. 

The NFBTE Council considers that the 
subject of housing standards and house- 
builders’ registration should receive the 
earnest consideration of every local associa- 
tion and, where it has not already been 
done, efforts should be made to create in 
as many centres as possible active com- 
mittees of registered house-builders pledged 
to sound standards, who would thus be able 
to negotiate more effectively with local 
authorities and local building societies and 
to make their point of view known to the 
public generally. 


Labour Relations 


The general trend of labour relations in 
this country during 1953 has been influenced 
largely by a change in attitude on the part 
of the leaders of the trades unions in several 
large industries who seem to have allowed 
themselves to drift with the tide. In some 
industries the responsible leaders may have 
had little choice, and in all industries many 
of the rank and file are obviously attracted 
by the simple idea of getting more money 
by exploiting the “ full employment” situa- 
tion while it lasts. 

Most union leaders are well aware of the 
fact that lower living costs would be more 
to the advantage of their members in the 
long run, and are conscious also of the two 
main dangers: (a) that increased costs over 
a wide field in industry can soon reduce 
the value even of spectacular wage increases; 
(b) that, notwithstanding any “doctrine of 
full employment,” the loss of overseas 
markets which is liable to result from such 
Mereased costs would inevitably lead to 


unemployment. Many rank-and-file workers, 
however, have never been fully convinced 
by their leaders’ warnings of these dangers. 
They now recall that earlier warnings of 
followed by 


similar dangers were not 
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disaster, and they probably conclude that 
their leaders’ qualms, and the whole policy 
of wage-restraint, had therefore not been 
justified. Less responsible officials have 
fanned the flame, and the consequent inter- 
nal pressure has no doubt influenced even 
the most experienced leaders just at the time 
when industry generally could hope to 
achieve stability and lower costs. 

In order to justify the latest series of 
claims, the trade unions have in 1953 shifted 
their ground considerably. In other years 
special prominence was given to the cost 
of living. Although some unions still attack 
the retail prices index, it is difficult for 
them to ignore the facts (i) that they them- 
selves played a leading part in demanding 
the present (1947) version and in devising 
it; and (ii) that the index itself has moved 
very little during the past year. For this 
reason the recent claims have been founded 
chiefly upon such arguments as that the 
profits in the industry concerned have 
increased substantially or that—in industries 
where profits are lower—some critics have 
declared that greater efficiency in manage- 
ment could achieve better results. The con- 
tention is therefore made that practically 
all industries are, or ought to be, able to 
afford much larger rewards to the workers 
who contribute to their success. This atti- 
tude has persisted in spite of the fact that 
typical firms in the manufacturing and 
exporting industries have provided analyt'cal 
statements of their own financial position 
demonstrating that, in face of present-day 
foreign competition, even a modest general 
wage increase could imperil the resources 
upon which the whole activity of their 
industry depends. 

It is against such a general industrial back- 
ground that the special position of the 
building industry has to be viewed at this 
critical time. 

One of the most important elements in 
successful building in the near future (pro- 
vided that materials are in reasonably good 
supply) will be the extent to which our 
membership is able to maintain the discipline 
and the sense of responsibility, at all levels, 
which are properly associated with a craft 
industry. In some areas there has been 
excessive competition for labour, a position 
which is aggravated by the counter-attrac- 
tions of factories in the large engineering 
centres. Economic considerations, however, 
are now inducing a stricter regard to labour 
costs generally. A real contribution to the 
welfare of all in the industry can be made 
at this time by employers who, having 
ensured that the’ management of their jobs 
is efficient, take firm steps to eliminate slack- 
ness on the part of their workers. 


Discussions with Operatives 


In December the executive committee met 
the executive of the Operatives’ Federation 
for an informal exchange of views, without 
commitment, on a number of matters which 
have been prominent in the minds of both 
sides but are not at a stage suitable for 
treatment within the formal machinery of 
the National Joint Council. 

In response to representations from this 
Federation on the question of inter-availa- 
bility of labour the operatives indicated that 
their constituent trade unions are endeavour- 
ing to make arrangements which would help 
to minimise demarcation disputes arising 
from the introduction of new methods and 
materials. The employers stressed the im- 
portance of preventing the holding up of 
work in consequence of conflicting claims 
to perform the same processes and, con- 
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versely, the opportunities for greater produc- 
tivity given by a reasonable flexibility in 
such matters. There will be further consulta- 
tions on the whole subject. Meantime there 
was general approval to the training of 
mason-bricklayers, capable of carrying out 
work in both of these crafts. 


Building Wages: Comprehensive 
Review Proposed 


In his retiring speech to the meeting Mr. 
WILFRED HorsFPALt said that one of the main 
conditions for increased output in 1954 was 
that there should be peace in the building in- 
dustry. The National Joint Council now had 
before them applications from the Trades 
Unions which include an increase in wages of 
9d. an hour over and above the 1d. recently 
agreed under the cost-of-living sliding scale 
and a fully guaranteed week. “As both 
sides are now considering the matter before 
meeting again shortly, I shall say nothing - 
which might prejudice the position. I am 
sure, however, that so far as the employers 
are concerned, negotiations will not be 
broken off until the machinery for settling 
disputes which has worked so successfully 
for so many years has been used to the full. 
And that means that we shall, if necessary, 
be willing to go to arbitration. With what 
is happening in other industries in mind, I 
suggest that the time may be opportune for 
consideration to be given to the setting up of 
a joint committee to undertake a comprehen- 
sive review of our wages structure. Surely, 
it would be better for this to be done by the 
industry itself than by some outside Com- 
mittee of Inquiry.” 


The New President 


THIS YEAR’S PRESIDENT of the National 
Federation, Mr. G. W. GROSVENOR, is one 
of the three directors of the firm of Messrs. 
J. Long and Sons (Bath), Ltd., which was 
established in 1864. Except for the period 
of the first world war, Mr. Grosvenor has 
spent the whole of his career in the industry. 
He is the second member of his firm to 
become president of the NFBTE, for the 
late Ald. C. H. Long was president in 1931. 

For the past 20 years Mr. Grosvenor has 
taken an active part in the affairs of the 
Bath Association of Building Trades Em- 
ployers, of which he was the president in 
1942, 1943 and 1944, and he has recently 
been elected to the presidency of the Associa- 
tion in its centenary year—1954. He was 
the first chairman of the Bath and District 
Joint Apprenticeship Committee, which he 
helped to form, and was also, during his 
presidential years, chairman of the Bath 
and District Joint Committee for the Build- 
ing Industry. When the City of Bath was 
blitzed in 1942, Mr. Grosvenor formed the 
Builders’ Control, under which Bath builders 
surveyed damage and organised materials 
supplies and labour so that resources were 
used to the best advantage before the city’s 
official organisation came into being. 

In 1947 Mr. Grosvenor was elected presi- 
dent of the South-Western Federation, and 
it was under his leadership that the adminis- 
tration work of the Region was reorganised 
to give member firms the maximum service. 

In addition to his membership of the 
Regional Council and its standing com- 
mittees, Mr. Grosvenor has also been a 
member for many years of the National 
Federation’s Council and Executive Com- 
mittee and of the National Joint Council 
for the Building Industry. He is chairman 
of the National Joint Council’s factories 
committee. Mr. Grosvenor was elected a 
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junior vice-president of the National Federa- 
tion in 1951, and senior vice-president in 
1953, during which year he represented the 
NFBTE at the ILO conference at Geneva. 

Apart from NFBTE activities, Mr. 
Grosvenor is regional leader of the South- 
Western Regional Works and _ Buildings 
Emergency Organisation and chairman of 
the governing council of the Timber Building 
Manufacturers’ Association of Great Britain. 
He was a member of the Joinery Industry 
Reconstruction Committee set up by the 
President of the Board of Trade and is a 
serving member of both the Timber Develop- 
ment Association’s Council and Utilisation 
Committee. He was a member of the Timber 
Industries Committee whose representations 
to the Minister of Materials recently led 
to the removal of control on timber. He is 
56. 

The Senior Vice-President 

Mr. Harvey G. Frost, on demobilisation 
in 1919, took over the family business estab- 
lished by his grandfather in Bury St. 
Edmunds in 1834. Throughout his career 
he has taken a deep interest in the training 
of apprentices and young recruits to the 
industry. In 1946 he played a leading part 
in setting up a technical school for day- 
release classes for apprentices in Bury St. 
Edmunds and he is now chairman of the 
governors of the Bury Technical Institute. 
In addition to his work as chairman of 
the local employment committee of the 
Ministry of Labour and his membership of 
the disabled advisory committee and youth 
employment committee, Mr. Frost is also 
county leader of the Ministry of Works 
building emergency organisation, and during 
1950-51 represented the building industry in 
the team sent by the Anglo-American Pro- 
ductivity Council to study methods of train- 
ing operatives in the USA. He was awarded 
the OBE in 1952 and was also elected presi- 
dent of the Eastern Federation and junior 
vice-president of the National Federation in 
the same year. 


LIVERPOOL FEDERATION 
Annual Meeting 


REVIEWING the year’s work of the 
/ Liverpool Regional Federation of 
Building Trade Employers at the annual 
meeting recently, the retiring president, 
Mr. S. HAROLD TYSON, said that contrary 
to forecasts the removal of building controls 
had not resulted in chaos, and the industry 
had been able to organise itself better and 
take an expanded programme in its stride. 

That programme had been accelerated, and 
given freedom from labour trouble and sup- 
plies of materials, they could look forward 
to a year of greater opportunity. 

High legal costs and stamp duties in the 
transfer of houses from builder to purchaser 
had been discussed, and the Liverpool Law 
Society had been approached without any 
success. It was not generally appreciated 
that for an average three-bedroomed house 
the total of legal fees (vendor and purchaser) 
with stamp duty added more than £100 to 
the cost of the house, which was about five 
times more than pre-war. 

In a reference to apprentices, Mr. Tyson 
said their joint committee was concerned 
about the lack of sufficient technical school 
accommodation for them, and representa- 
tions were to be made to the education 
authority. 493 apprentices had been inden- 
tured during the year. 

Mr. John S. Cothliff, managing director 
of Messrs. John Cothliff, Bootle, was installed 
as new president in succession to Mr. Tyson. 
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BUILDING PRODUCTIVITY 


European Agency to Study Modular 
Co-ordination 


MPHE technological problems of building 

construction are to receive a high degree 
of priority in 1954 in the first year’s pro- 
gramme of work of the European Produc- 
tivity Agency, set up by decision of the 
Council of the Organisation for European 
Economic Co-operation in May, 1953, and 
published by the Organisation on January 
21. 
Explaining the programme at a Press con- 
ference in London last week, called by the 
DSIR, Dr. ALEXANDER KING, chairman of 
the Agency’s Productivity and Applied Re- 
search Committee, said that the building in- 
dustry was selected as being in need of a 
great deal more research on the organisation 
of building operations, the standardisation of 
building components and the working out 
of an agreed system of modular co- 
ordination. Taken together there was here, 
he said, scope for bringing down the price 
of housing “ quite considerably.” 

Asked for further details of the work to 
be done in building operations, Dr. King said 
that it was too early yet to say as the pro- 
posals had only just been decided upon. He 
could say, however, that the United Kingdom 
had first put forward the suggestion for in- 
vestigations into modular co-ordination, and 
that this had received an enthusiastic wel- 
come from three or four other countries. 

Dr. King said that in all some $10m. were 
available over the next few years for the 
particular work of the EPA, and _ that 
although helped by American dollars the 
Agency was “by no means under American 
domination.” In fact, much of the initiative 
for its formation came from this country. 
A step forward, compared with other dollar- 
assisted projects of this nature, was that this 
time other Commonwealth countries could 
come in and take part in any project pro- 
vided that they were willing to pay their 
share of the cost. 

Extent of Programme 

The EPA’s programme is divided into six 
main headings: specific economic and legal 
problems; technical and administrative prob- 
lems of industry and commerce; human fac- 
tors of management and labour; applied re- 
search and technology; food and agriculture; 
and information and general services. 

The Agency’s programme of work empha- 
sises the fact that the final purpose of the 
productivity campaign is a higher standard 
of living in Europe; this. can only be 
achieved by a higher flow of goods and 
services, with a corresponding higher real 
purchasing power in the hands of the 
consumer. 








The Minister of Works, Sir David Eccles, 
with (left) Mr. R. S. Williams, the new 
president: of the LMBA, at the Association’ s 
annual luncheon in London last week. 
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Working within the general framework af 
OEEC, and in conjunction with the Organi 
sation’s technical committees and othe 
bodies, the EPA will assist National Pr. 
ductivity Centres in the 18 member Countries 
in their campaigns for industry, commen: 
and agriculture. These centres and the EPA 
between them dispose of an amount equiva 
lent to approximately $117m., made avail. 
able under the ““ Moody Amendment ” of th 
American Economic Co-operation Act and 
from other sources. Though these Tesources 
will last only a few years, it is hoped thy 
by the time they are exhausted the Pvt 
will have gained a sufficient measure 4 
confidence from European management ei 
labour, as well as from the national cep. 
tres, to ensure governmental support for jx 
continued existence. 

The Agency will carry out its programme 
by collating existing knowledge, and acquir 
ing fresh knowledge; by disseminating oy 
exchanging this knowledge; and by stimula 
ing the necessary action to put it into effect 


EASTERN FEDERATION 


Annual General Meeting 


N introducing his annual review at the 
Eastern Federation of Building Trades 
Employers’ annual general meeting held » 
the University Arms Hotel, Cambridge on 
January 20, the regional president, Ma 
P. J. C. West, referred to the measure of 
stability in building costs which had been 
witnessed in 1953 and for which the industry 
had been striving since the war. ; 
Official statistics had borne out the per 
sonal experience of members that production 
was rising. At a time when every effort oj 
the industry was directed towards reducing 
building costs, we had entered into a period 
of industrial unrest, in which, despite the 
halt in the rise in the cost of living, opera- 
tives contended that wages should “continue 
to increase. The effect of one increas: 
already granted, said Mr. West, is seen in the 
advance in freight charges which will affect 
every industry including our own. We maj 
soon be faced with a further rise in material 
prices and if further wages claims are pressed 
successfully costs can be expected to mount 
again. 

On the building operatives’ claim for: 
further 9d. per hour, the president said that 
the Federation was firm in its stand that 
more pay must be balanced by more work 
; Mr. West went on to say that if the build: 
Ing industry were to Prosper costs must ke 
reduced not increased. Although harde 
work would make the greatest single contr: 
bution to cheaper building, everyone had 
vital part to play. As employers, said Mr: 
West, we must look to our own organisation 
and methods and so ensure that all the fac 
tors in production“were co-ordinated in th 
most efficient manner. The policy of the 
Eastern Federation was to take the lead it 
encouraging and guiding members in secur 


ing the maximum efficiency in thei 
businesses. 


After the discussion on the president’ 
review the following officers were elected 
for 1954:—Messrs. A. E. Desborough 
(president), B. T. Henman (senior vite 
president), R. E. Perrott (junior vic 
president), R. G. Carter (junior vice-pres 
dent), H. G. Holmes (junior vice-presiden! 
D. M. Chaston (honorary treasurer), P. J.C 
West (immediate past-president). 

It was unanimously agreed to elect 1 
honorary life membership Mr. C. E F 
Everett, OBE, of Colchester, and Mr. 8.6 
Green, MC, of Ipswich. 
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REDUCING HOUSING COSTS 


Mr. Marples Outlines 


a Competitive Scheme 


to Southern Counties Builders 


AN impending competition for housing 
schemes in some of the large cities in 
which architects, quantity surveyors and 
builders would collaborate, was referred to 
Jast week in London by Mr. Ernest Marples, 
MP, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government. | 

Mr. MARPLES, who was addressing mem- 
bers of the Southern Counties Federation of 
Building Trades Employers at luncheon 
during their annual meeting, said that re- 
sponsibility for building costs did not rest 
alone on the building trade—namely, em- 
ployers and operatives; it rested also on 
the designers, and on the cost of building 
materials, which amounted to 60 per cent. 
of the cost of a house in some cases. “ There 
js evidence to show,” Mr. Marples declared, 
“that the greatest forward move the industry 
could make would be that of combining its 
three units as a team, and, whilst the most 
fruitful field for the reduction of costs is 
in design, a solution appears to be that of 
putting in tenders on design and construc- 
tion.” Intimating that, prior to his arrival 
at the luncheon, he had been taking the chair 
at a meeting which was framing rules for 
a competition in some of the large cities on 
schemes of design, construction and cost, Mr. 
Marples said that the Government aimed to 
release from inhibition the fertile minds of 
architects and the good sense of builders so 
that they, with quantity surveyors, could 
have conditions which were conducive to 
good organisation and the success which re- 
sulted from efficiency. Its objective, too, was 
to allow the greatest possible measure of 
freedom, so that the ingenuity of the industry 
might be brought into play. 

The Federation was to be congratulated 
very warmly on its efforts during the- past 
year; house-building figures for Regions 6 
and 12 showed a completion total of 3,000 
and 3,052, respectively, for 1952, and of 
6,000 and over 6,000, respectively, for the 
first 11 months of 1953. Future licensing 
allowed a total of 9,000 houses to Region 6 
and of 10,000 to Region 12. “It is necessary, 
however,” said Mr. Marples, “to pay much 
greater attention to the esthetics of building. 
Experience shows too often that a local 
authority, in deciding to develop a site, in- 
structs an engineer to lay roads and an archi- 
tect to arrange for the erection of houses. 
When both have carried out their instruc- 
tions, a landscape expert is asked to do his 
best to make the whole site esthetically 
attractive. He has little chance of fulfilling 
this task, and the proper procedure ought 
to be that of the parties consulting together at 
the planning stage before work commenced 
on the site. The hope must be, therefore, 
that private enterprise builders would watch 
the question of esthetics, and ensure that no 
adverse comment could lie against them in 
future years.” 

After referring to Mr. Macmillan’s work 
at the Ministry and paying tribute to his 
industry and skill, Mr. Marples commented 
on the Town and Country Planning Act; 
on the amending Bill abolishing the develop- 
ment charge; and on the further amending 
Bill which would be introduced during the 
Present session. He said that, in its con- 
sideration of planning, the Government must 
have in mind the developer, the builder and 
the architect. It must understand the require- 
ment of giving quick decisions; and it must 
appreciate that the exercise of any controls 


must be positive, not negative, and that, 
where they were applied, it should only be 
necessary for an approach to be made to 
one authority. These principles must be 
observed, if possible, in an endeavour to 
smooth the operation of the Town and 
Country Planning Act. 


REBUILDING THE CITY 


Stressing that the country was governed 
by argument rather than dictatorship, and 
referring to the planning of big cities, Mr. 
Marples touched, in particular, on con- 
troversy over the rebuilding of the City of 
London. His suggestions came under techni- 
cal, financial and esthetic headings. So far 
as concerned the technical point of view. 
it was of paramount importance that build- 
ing in the second part of the twentieth 
century should be undertaken with the 
materials of the twentieth century. Each era 
and age had its contribution to make, and 
it was essential that modern materials should 
be used, especially when they saved time 
and money. Second, modern methods must 
be employed; and it was right that there 
should be repetitive action, work which could 
be measured, and, in consequence, the out- 
come of men being paid by results. * “In 
regard to costs,” Mr. Marples continued, “ it 
is necessary not only to guard against the 
increased expense of building, but to mini- 
mise the price which has to be paid for 
delays that are caused by travel in congested 
areas. And, from the esthetic viewpoint, the 
jewels of the past must be preserved in their 
proper setting and there must be a reversal 
of the tendency to build power stations which 
looked like cathedrals. The architect, in his 
turn, must be freed from the limitations of 
the site and asked to design esthetically and 
economically, which, in fact, he can do more 
easily. May it not be, therefore, that, 
whether we like it or not, we shall need to 
build upwards? ” Quoting the example of a 
large office block, Mr. Marples suggested 
that the promoters might be told that they 
could have the same office space, or 10 per 
cent. more, if they built on one-sixth of the 
site and gave the remaining five-sixths to 
public gardens and other social amenities. 
Such a plan would ease the traffic problem, 
increase open spaces for the community, 
allow an equal amount of accommodation, 
and save money by the principle of building 
vertically instead of horizontally. 


PRIZE AWARDS 


Mr. Marples then presented prizes fo the 
following, who had been successful in the 
National and Regional Prize Schemes:— 


NATIONAL FEDERATION PRIZES 

(a) Craft Apprentices—Ordinary National Certifi- 
cate: ist (£25): *D. C. Taylor (employed by Jen- 
kins & Sons, Ltd., Southampton); 2nd (£20): J. W. 
Belsham (employed by A. G. Webb & Sons, 
Rochester). (b) Students—Ordinary National Certifi- 
cate: Ist (£25): F. J. West (employed by R. H. Ham- 
mond, Ltd., Southampton); 2nd (£20): S. W. Webb 
(employed by Samuel Elliott & Sons, Ltd., Reading). 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES FEDERATION PRIZES ; 

(a) Students—Ordinary National Certificate: Prize 
(£12): R. H. Day (employed by J. H. Day, Ports- 
mouth); prize (£12): J. R. Lark (employed by R. 
Corben & Son, Ltd., Southampton); (b) Students— 
Higher National Certificate: prize (£25): G. R. 
Bleach (empioyed by O. Marx & Son, Ltd., Folke- 
stone). 

Southern Counties Scholarship & Welfare Fund for 
Higher Education in Building—Best result in Ordinary 
National Diploma Examination: Prize (£20): W. M. 
Pledge (employed by Pledge & ‘Keen, Ltd., Dorking). 

* Serving with Royal Hampshire Regiment in 
Malaya, and presented to Taylor’s mother on his 
behalf. 
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COMPLETE DECONTROL ADVOCATED 

Mr. Marples had been introduced by the 
incoming president, Mr. W. S. Jones, MIOB 
(Maidenhead). Suggesting that the industry 
had justified the Prime Minister’s confidence 
in its capabilities by exceeding the house- 
building target which had been set it, and 
thanking the Government for the extent to 
which controls had been relaxed, the presi- 
dent, nevertheless made a plea for the com- 
plete removal of restrictions. He hoped 
that, when 1954 ended, the industry would 
again have earned the country’s praise—not 
only for its efficiency and productivity, but 
for proving itself to be an economic industry. 
It was clear that, if builders were to succeed, 
they must bring down high costs and achieve 
this objective in spite of the wage increase 
which would operate from February 1. 
Builders had every reason to be proud of 
their past achievements, but these would be 
of little avail if there were insufficient 
customers with enough money to employ 
them. At the present time the industry 
enjoyed far greater freedom than it had had 
at any period since the war, and it was up to 
builders to make use of that freedom by 
making an all-out assault on high building 
costs. 

In the course of the past year, consider- 
ably more building materials had been used 
with substantially the same labour force and 
there had been some degree of increased pro- 
ductivity. Among the greatest assets of the 
industry was the good sense which pervaded 
the counsels of employers and operatives, 
and this measure of unity was one which 
other industries envied. Future weeks would 
see big decisions being taken and, since this 
period might cause a straining of loyalties, 
it was very much ‘to be hoped that good 
sense, friendship and a realisation of 
responsibilities would prevail so that any 
differences could be resolved constitutionally. 


TOWARDS A BUILDING TEAM 

“Employers and operatives, however, by 
no means make up the building team,” added 
the President, “and if this objective of 
reducing costs is to be achieved, all parties 
have an important part to play. The 
Federation looks forward to the producers 
and distributors of building materials making 
their contribution, and it is certain that much 
can be done as the result of close liaison 
with them. None of these units of the build- 
ing industry can succeed in their aims until 
the professions join with them, and, for 
their part, builders will be delighted when 
architects again take their place as leaders 
of the team. ‘To lead’ means ‘to take the 
initiative,’ and this is what builders have 
been waiting for so long as a means of ensur- 
ing progress.” 

Stressing that the Federation was far from 
complacent, the president went on to say 
that its annual report could leave no doubt 
that builders were making a genuine effort 
to serve the public. The Federation was 
pursuing, and would continue to pursue, a 
comprehensive programme of education and 
training at all levels from apprenticeship 
to management. Research was uppermost in 
the minds of members, and the policy of 
encouraging the use of up-to-date machinery 
and modern methods would be followed 
vigorously. 

There was then presented’ a cocktail 
cabinet to the retiring president (Mr. R. W. 
Whittington, of Southampton) and Mfrs. 
Whittington. In making the presentation, 
the president said that Mr. Whittington had 
served the industry and the: Federation ‘in 
a wonderful way, and that his deeds and 
success were well known to: other Regions 


J 
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and to every member of the National 


Council. 

Mr. GEORGE BANKS, senior vice-presi- 
dent, proposed the toast of the Ladies and 
Guests, and Mr. WILFRED HORSFALL 
(National President) responded. 


OFFICERS 


At the annual meeting held earlier in the 
day, Mr. George Banks, of Sevenoaks, was 
elected senior vice-president, and Mr. E. G. 
Llewellyn, FIOB, of Eastbourne, junior vice- 
president. Mr. G. O. Swayne, FIOB, of 
Guildford, was re-elected Hon. Treasurer. 


LAW REPORTS 


Action Against Builder for Damages 
for Injury Fails 
Court OF APPEAL. 


BEForE Lorps JusTICES SOMERVELL AND 
BIRKETT AND MR. JUSTICE VAISEY. 


Norris v. Wm. Moss and Sons, Ltd. 


= was given by the Court of 

Appeal on January 25 on an appeal 
relating to the building regulations, 1948. 
The Court dismissed an appeal by Mr. John 
Norris, of Shevington-lane, Shevington, 
Wigan, against the dismissal by Mr. Justice 
Stable at Manchester Assizes of his claim 
for damages against his employers, William 
Moss and Sons, Ltd., builders, of Queen’s- 
road, Loughborough, Leicestershire. In 
August, 1950, Mr. Norris was injured when 
working on scaffolding. 


Lord Justice Somervell said that the 
defendants were erecting a building and put 
up their own scaffolding, which was of a 
type which had to be rigidly connected with 
the building. The regulation mainly relied 
on by the plaintiff was No. 10a, which pro- 
vided that the uprights of scaffolding should 
be vertical or slightly inclined towards the 
building. On the day of the accident Mr. 
Norris noticed that an upright was out of 
the vertical and leaning away from the 
building. He decided to put it right, and 
the method which he adopted caused the 
accident. 

“1 agree with Mr. Justice Stable,” said 
his lordship. “ that the cause of the accident 
was the method by which the plaintiff set 
about this work. I have come to the con- 
clusion that the claim fails on the point of 
causation. It seems to me to be plain that 
the sole cause of the accident was the method 
which the plaintiff unfortunately adopted in 
carrying out this work.” 


Lord Justice Birkett said that there was 
a perfectly safe way to do the work the 
plaintiff was doing, but he adopted a wrong 
method. Mr. Justice Stable held, on the 
authority of Sexton v. Scaffolding (Great 
Britain). Ltd.. 1953, 1 QB 153, that Regula- 
tion 10 (1) (a), on which the plaintiff relied, 
did not app'y. The evidence pointed 
unmistakably to the cause of the accident 
being the improper manner in which the 
plaintiff endeavoured to straighten the 
leaning upright. If he had done the work 
in the proper manner there would not have 
been an accident. 

“1 cannot think,” said Lord Justice 
Birkett. “that the leaning upright was the 
cause of the accident. It was the plaintiff's 
act. and that alone. which brought: about 
his iniury. In my view the sole couse of 
the accident was the plaintiff's negligence. 
In the circumstances it is not necessary to 
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discuss whether Regulation 10 applied, 
though on the reasoning which governed 
Sexton’s case I should incline to say it did 
not.” 


Mr. Justice Vaisey, who also agreed that 
the appeal failed, said that the accident was 
due entirely to the negligence of the plaintiff 
in doing work, which was well within his 
competence, in a manner which Mr. Justice 
Stable described as “fantastically wrong.” 


Roof Under Construction “Not a 
Working Place ”: Appeal Against 
Builders Dismissed 


COURT OF APPEAL. 


BEFORE LORDS JUSTICES SOMERVELL AND 
BIRKETT AND MR. JUSTICE VAISEY. 


M. G. Montgomery v. A. Monk and Co. 


N appeal which counsel said was of con- 
siderable importance to builders was 
decided by the Court of Appeal on January 
18, and leave to appeal to the House of 
Lords was refused. 


The Court dismissed the appeal of Mr. 
Matthew Gerrard Montgomery, aged 31, of 
Lupin-way, Liverpool, against the judgment 
of a Commissioner at Liverpool Assizes for 
the defendants, his employers, A. Monk and 
Co., Ltd., of Padgate, Warrington. Damages 
had been provisionally assessed at £1,081. 


On February 19, 1951, Montgomery, who 
was working on the flat roof of a building 
which was being constructed at Ellesmere 
Port, was standing on tiles with an empty 
space behind him, and he was injured when 
he stepped back and fell about 18 ft. 


For the defendants it was contended that 
building regulation 97, which deals with the 
provision of safety nets and belts, operated 
only when another regulation applied to the 
work being done. 


Lord Justice Somervell, giving judgment, 
said that the plain:iff relied on regulation 5, 
which concerned the provision of scaffolds 
and means of access, and provided that there 
should be scaffolds for all work which could 
not safely be done on or from the ground 
or from part of the building. Regulation 30 
dealt with openings in roofs, floors and 
walls, and said that every accessible open- 
ing through which a person was liable to 
fall more than 6} ft. should have a suitable 
guard rail. Counsel for Montgomery had 
contended that regulation 97 applied to this 
work, and in reply to that contention the 
defendants relied on sub-section 5 of regu- 
lation 30, which stated that guard rails 
might be removed or remain unerected when 
that was necessary in order to proceed with 
any covering of an opening. The Com- 
missioner had said that he assumed that the 
regulation applied to this work, but sub- 
section 5 was in the nature of a proviso, 
excepting the work from the operation of 
the regulations. 


“1 do not think,” said Lord Justice Somer- 
vell, “that the words of regulation 30 are 
ap: to describe the construction of a roof. 
I would have thought that they dealt with 
openings in roofs already constructed. 1 do 
not think that this was a working p'ace 
within regulation 24, having regard to the 
nature of the work. I do not think that 
any of the regulations apply, and I am of 
the opinion that this appea: should be 
dismissed.” E 


Lord Justice 
Vaisey agreed. 


Birkett and Mr. Justice 
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WARNING BY MWB 
Possibility of Water Shortage 


ALTHOUGH there is no shortage of water 
in London at the present time, the prospects 
for the coming summer cannot be viewed 
without some apprehension, said Mp 
A. GorMaN, chairman of the Metropolitan 
Water Board, in a statement which he made 
at a meeting of the Board on January 2), 

“The cause,” he said, “is the lower winter 
rainfall and it is natural to ask how this 
affects the summer supply. The reason, how- 
ever, is not far to seek. 

“The South-East of England is largely 
composed of chalk and other limestones, and 
when the fields are ploughed up and there 
is but little plant growth, the winter rainfall 
percolates into these rocks and is stored jp 
their cracks and fissures. Later, in the 
summer, this rain water-emerges from the 
ground as springs to feed the rivers, or it 
forms a store from which it can be pumped 
out from numerous wells. Thus, when the 
winter rain is deficient, nature’s reserve of 
water is not replenished. 

“By the commencement of the summer 
our reservoirs will be full—they need only 
a relatively small amount of water to top 
them up—but we know from our past ex- 
perience that, together with what we can 
obtain from the rivers and wells, they can- 
not contain sufficient to provide for the heavy 
demands during a hot and dry summer. To 
maintain the supply we shall have to take 
more water from the River Thames than 
we are normally entitled to and the Board 
are already in possession of the legal 
authority so to do.” 

They would, he said, be able to supply 
all the water required for essential services, 
although there might have to be some re- 
Strictions, but it might be that the weather 
would change and the rainfall in February 
and March would redress the adverse 
balance, 


COUNCIL TO STOP BUILDING 
Heavy Subsidies Burden 


OwInc to the heavy burden which is being 
borne by local ratepayers through the pay- 
ment of subsidies, Hartley Wintney Rural 
District Council (Hants) have decided to un- 
dertake no more house-building after present 
commitments have been fulfilled. 

The council has decided to accept on its 
housing waiting list all applicants with a 
five-year or more qualification but, at the 
same time, to inform these applicants that 
in the circumstances their chances of being 
allocated a house are rather remote. 

Mr. Henry C. K. Broadhurst, clerk of the 
council. informs us that the true position is 
as follows:—Up to the end of 1953 the 
council had erected 855 houses. On January 
1, 1954, there were, in various stages of 
construction, 259 houses. When permitted, 
the council wish to erect a further 160 houses 
and that will complete the whole of the 
present waiting list, and when that stage has 
been reached the council does not intend to 
build any more houses. 


Decoration Bonus 


Coseley Council has decided to give a 
bonus of £3 10s. to each of its council-house 
tenants whose houses do not need interiof 
decoration. The council estimates that 1wo 
rooms in each house can be decorated by 
its workmen every six years. If that work 
is not necessary when the time comes, the 
tenant will get the bonus. 
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Fig. 1.—A pulveriser with hood raised. 


ROADS OF STABILISED SOIL 


[By a Correspondent] 


DURING the last decade there has been 
considerable interest in this country in 
processes for the construction of roads by 
stabilising soil. Such roads are suitable for 
light traffic and have been used particularly 
as service roads in new housing estates where 
the heaviest load is probably that due to the 
local authority’s refuse-collecting vehicles. 
For roads with heavier traffic the methods 
have been used for the construction of base 
ceurses over which a concrete slab is then 
placed. The economy of the. method is 
obvious for the greater part of the consti- 
tuent materials are already on the site; it 
has, indeed, been stated that in the construc- 
tion of such roads during the last seven years 
on a housing estate in southern England no 
less than £12 per house has been saved com- 
pared with the provision of roads of other 
materials. 

The primary aim in soil stabilisation is to 
strengthen the soil and to seal the surface so 
that the penetration of water is prevented, 
for water will reduce the strength of the 
stabilised course and the soil under. The 
usual ways in which this is achieved are by 
the use of binders of (a) bituminous mater- 
ials, (b) cements, and (c) waterproofing 
chemicals. Of these cement stabilisation is 
probably the most popular in this country. 


SOIL-CEMENT ROADS 


A soil-cement road consists of natural soil, 
at a suitable moisture content, stabilised by 
the addition of Portland. cement and 
thoroughly compacted. Not all soils are 
suitable; for example, all types of gravelly 
and sandy soils and the lighter clays can be 
used, but heavy clays and organic soils such 
as peat cannot be satisfactorily stabilised. 
Tests must first be made to determine the 
suitability of the soil, the required cement 
and moisture contents, the density of the 
soil-cement mixture, whether a secondary 
additive is required and if so in what pro- 
Portions. The secondary additives some- 
times used include hydrated lime, of which 
about 2 per cent. by weight of the soil is 
of value in neutralising organic acids and 
in making easier the mixing of the soil and 
stabilising agents, and calcium chloride, 
which also is often used for neutralising 
Organic acids. 


In one method the soil and cement are 
mixed together in a machine, spread on a 
prepared formation and rolled. A more 
popular method is to pulverise the soil, 
spread the cement over it, mix the two 
together, and then use a roller. 

The outstanding features are the high rate 
of progress and the low cost. As the pro- 
portions are usually about 1 part of cement 
to 10 parts of soil about 90 per cent. of 
the material is already on the site. 

The first operation is to remove the top 
soil and shape the formation to the required 


231 


longitudinal and transverse sections. The 
soil is then broken to the required depth 
(usually 6 in.) until at least 80 per cent. 
will pass a 3/16-in. sieve. This can be done 
by ploughs and harrows followed by a rotary 
hoe, or by a pulveriser (Figs. 1 and 2) made 
for the purpose. The surface is shaped by 
graders and more water added if necessary, 
after which the cement is spread uniformly 
over the surface. This can be done by a 
cement-spreading machine or by. emptying 
the cement from bags, which previously have 
been placed at intervals along the site, and 
then spreading it with rakes or other suitable 
tools. The cement is mixed into the loose 
soil by a rotary hoe or pulveriser until the 
whole is of uniform texture and colour (Fig. 
3). The moisture content should be checked 
and water added if necessary. 


The compaction can be obtained by rollers 
or by vibratory tampers. In rolling, initial 
compaction should be done by a light roller 
or by a multiple-wheeled pneumatic roller, 
and final compaction by a smooth-wheeled 
roller. The construction procedure is shown 
in Fig. 4 in which is (from right to left) a 
pulveriser mixing soil and cement, a mul- 
tiple-wheel roller, and a vibrating roller. The 
success of the work depends very largely on 
thorough compaction. The compacted base 
is cured in a manner similar to that employed 
with a concrete road. For example, water- 
proof paper or damp hessian may be placed 
on it to prevent evaporation of moisture. 
After a few days a dressing of tar, or bitu- 
men, with chippings should be applied and 
the road can then be opened to traffic. The 
surfacing is necessary as stabilised soil is not 
capable of withstanding abrasion. For 
housing-estate roads one method has been to 
apply a single or double dressing of tar and 
chippings soon after construction of the 
stabilised soil base to serve as a temporary 
surface for lorry traffic during the erection 





Fig. 2.—Pulverising the soil. 





Fig. 3.—Mixing cement and soil. 
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of the houses. When the building work is 
completed, the road is cleaned, kerbs and 
drains installed. and a bituminous carpet is 
laid as the final surface. 

For housing-estate roads the soil-cement 
base is usually 6 in. thick and the surfacing 
is 2 in. to 3 in. thick. A base 6 in. thick 
and with a cement content of 10 per cent. 
requires about | cwt. of cement for 2 to 2} 
sq. yds. of road. 

If the soil and cement are mixed in a 
machine, either a travelling mixer or a 
stationary mixer, of which the open-pan type 
is most suitable, may be used. Proportion- 
ing may be by weight and the control of the 
water content and the mixing is basically 
the same as for ordinary concrete mixing. 
Compaction, curing and surfacing are carried 
out as described previously. However, the 
output by this method is usually lower, and 
the cost of the work greater, than in the 
“ mix-in-place”” method which is usually 
adopted in this country. 


OTHER ADMIXTURES 


The bituminous admixtures used include 
cut-back bitumens (that is asphaltic bitumens 
of which the viscosity has been reduced by 
an oi] such as paraffin), tar and bituminous 
emulsions. The cut-back bitumens can be 
applied to many granular soils and even to 
those which contain some cohesive material 
if these are dry and friable. 


The load-bearing capacity of a finely 
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graded soil varies with the water content, 
the grading and the amount of cohesive 
material, such as clay, but there is an opti- 
mum water content at which the soil may be 
adequately compacted and in certain cases 
have a sufficient strength then to be used 
as a road surface. Hence, if such a soil is 
compacted and the water content is main- 
tained fairly constant the soil is stabilised. 
The binding properties of water are due to 
the surface tensions in the thin films of water 
between contiguous particles of the soil; 
to maintain the strength of a layer of soil 
these films must not be displaced. Certain 
oils have been developed which are hydro- 
phobic, may be spread on a wet surface, can 
easily be mixed with the soil and in this 
condition are stable. These oils may be 
employed for the stabilisation of wet sands, 
the moisture content of the sands being con- 
trolled by drainage. The materials can be 
mixed in an ordinary concrete mixer, laid 
by hand or by a finishing machine and then 
rolled as soon as possible to obtain the initial 
compaction. 

Stabilisation can also be carried out by 
additions to the soil of resins, waxes and 
sulphites which impart waterproofing 
qualities to the mixture. Such admixtures 
prevent the movement of water to the base, 
thus permitting materials with relatively high 
clay contents to be utilised. 

Soils treated in these ways have poor 
resistance to attrition and a wearing carpet 
of an impervious type is necessary. 





Fig. 4.—A _ soil-cement road in process of construction. 





ACCIDENT ON “ FRAGILE ” 
ROOF 


London Builders Fined for Breach of 
Safety Regulations 


ONVICTING at Thames Magistrates’ 
Court, on January 20, Messrs. A. 
Lewis and Sons (Builders), Ltd., of 10, 
Grove-road, Bow, on a summons for failing 
to supply sufficient ladders, duck-boards or 
crawling boards on a roof covered with 
fragile material at a building site at 86, 
Derbyshire-street, Bethnal Green, whereby 
Benjamin Hames, a 15-year-old plumber’s 
mate suffered bodily injury, Col. W. E. Batt, 
the Thames. Magistrate, remarked that for 
the purposes of the case there was no legal 
definition of “crawling board.” 


Mr. Charles Carr, prosecuting Factories 
Inspector, said that Hames was engaged in 
cementing some zinc flashing to a wall at 
86, Derbyshire-street, To do the job he had 
to climb over a roof covered with asbestos 
sheets. supported by steel trusses. Hames. 
said the inspector, walked up the surface of 
the roof, and when he was about to com- 
mence the job the asbestos sheets gave way 
and he fell through the roof, a distance of 
18 ft., injuring a leg. 


There were no ladders, crawling boards 
or duck-boards on the roof and because of 
this the prosecution alleged that Messrs. 
Lewis had been guilty of negligence. 


Mr. Henry Henschel, a Factories Inspec- 
tor, said that he visited the site after the 
accident and found a scaffold board on the 
roof. This was narrower than a crawling 
board and was not sufficiently safe for that 
purpose. 

Mr. Robert Lewis, a director of the 
defendant company, said that there were 
plenty of ladders and scaffold boards on the 
site which Hames could have used. He 
agreed that Hames would have needed a 
workmate to help him, had he decided to 
use a scaffold board. - 

Finding the case proved, the Magistrate 
fined Messrs. Lewis £15 with five guineas 
costs on the summons for failing to supply 
ladders and crawling boards and £5 each on 
summonses for failing to display a notice 
that the roof was covered with a fragile 
material and for failing to notify an inspec- 
tor that the work was being done. 


Mr. James Macaskie, counsel defending, 
told the Magistrate that the defendants, who 
pleaded not guilty to all except the notice 
summons, were an old-established firm and 
were “very chastened” by the prosecution. 
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CLINKER BLOCKS 
FEDERATION 


Annual Luncheon 


"THROUGH the efforts of members of his 

Federation to improve their products 
good-quality clinker blocks were now being 
produced for building, declared Mr. |. 
HERRING, president of the Federation of 
Clinker Block Manufacturers, at the annual 
luncheon held at Holborn Restaurant, 
London, on January 26. 

During the past 12 months many manufac. 
turers had installed new and additional plant 
and in some cases production had _ beep 
increased by 50 per cent., he said. The 
quality of blocks was a most important factor 
and the Federation was anxious that the pro- 
duction of high-standard blocks should be 
maintained. 

Mr. A. E. MarRPLES, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary, Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, who was the principal guest, referred 
to the housing achievement of last year when 
over 300,000 houses were built, and said that 
the clinker block industry had made a 
notable contribution to the success of the 
programme. Mr. Marples said that his 
Department were persuading housing 
authorities throughout the country to use 
clinker blocks for the inner skin of new 
houses so that fewer bricks would be needed, 

The speaker offered two pieces of advice 
which, he said, he would like the Federation 
to accept. The first was to continue their 
efforts to improve the quality of blocks, 
particularly as breeze blocks had earned 
themselves a bad name in certain quarters, 
The second was to educate the public to 
appreciate the merits of their product. 

In making reference to the Town and 
Country Planning Act, Mr. Marples said 
that he would like to see private enterprise 
builders taking more interest in the aesthetics 
of their housing projects by employing the 
services of architects. In connection with 
the rebuilding of London, he was in favour 
of much higher buildings with large open 
areas between. This would not only allow 
the capital’s architectural “jewels” to be 
displayed to advantage, but would help to 
solve the immense problem of traffic con- 
gestion. 

In proposing the toast of “ The Guests,” 
Mr. H. FRISWELL, vice-president of the 
Federation, said that many architects had 
shown keen interest in the information sheets 
which the Federation had produced. He 
thought it essential that a good standard 


should be set for clinker blocks, but 
expressed the hope that the Building 
Research Station would not demand a 


standard that was impossible to achieve. 


Timbers for Building 


As a guide to the large number of timbers 
available to-day for use in house building, 
the Timber Development Association has 
compiled a booklet: “Timbers for House 
Building.” Under two main _headings— 
“ Softwoods ” and “ Hardweods ”—particu- 
lar timbers are listed for each purpose: 
rafters, floor boards and joists, windows, 
staircases, draining boards, etc. As the 
weight of a timber will usually give an 
indication of its ease of working, the weights 
of all timbers in the booklet are given ip 
an appendix. Plywood, with notes on types 
of adhesives and species, is included in 
sections where it is considered suitable. The 
booklet is available without charge on appli- 
cation to the Timber Development Associa- 
tion, 21, College Hill, EC4. 
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~CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 





HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 
for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 
merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 
Ee ¢€ 
Pit Ballast ar sae oes coe per yd. = 
Pit Sand a“ aaa uaa ve po Sis aa  @ 3 
Washed Sand . ae a ee ade aa ‘a i ey 
in. Shingle... ave a ne des oe +s 18 11 
in. Broken Brick... eee eee ae ia pa 19 3 
Pan Breeze aa ca 9 6 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag ‘Aggregate per ton 218 1 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 
CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or Ly bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site... re aes ‘a 415 0 
1 to 6 tons, site ms 5 40 
Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening ‘Cement in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site : Ps 5 3 0 
1 to 6 ton do. site . oo 512 0 


Aquacrete Water Repellent ‘Cement. 
ton on ordinary cement prices 


32s. 6d. per 


Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots ote “a 616 6 

Other colours according to colour 

In 4-ton lots from 210s. 3d. to _ 3d. - ton. 

White Portland Cement uy oad i 1215 6 
Under 1 ton per cwt. 15 3 

417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 


and upwards 
Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
ortland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 2s. 9d. to £10 16s. 3d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 
Lightning and Ciment a Brands High Alumin- 


per ton 67 6 


ous cement, 6-ton lots and - pe 14 0 9 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 
London “se axe ae os 515 0 
BRICKS 
Full Loads 
First Hard Stocks... a aes ae «- per1,000 11 O 6 
Second Hard Stocks . ‘ea Sas ma a P= 10 4 6 
Mild Stocks... pa 813 6 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must be 
obtained from job to job. 
2¢in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 
District Commons aan an eae ae - 510 0 
Cellular dG css eee ne es Ape a 510 0 
Keyed Wh ase aae a aan ree aa 512 0 
Rustics ane aia ane ae ea aa ie 615 0 
Cellular Rustics ... aes ees sg 615 0 
Single Bullnose do. eae pe 610 0 
Sandfaced ... ‘as oa 710 0 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) aaa a 23 17 6 
Do. Bullnose (London Stations) oat ees ms 24 11 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . por Me 2110 6 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) o 18 0 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) .. a 8 16 6 
2tin. Best weemannds Fire Bricks (London 
Stations) ... a ss 2. + G 
3in. do. (London ” Stations) a 26 11 6 
2jin. Machine - made Sandfaced Red Facings 
(London Sites) me 13 9 6 
2j in. in. Machine-made Multi Red Facings’ (London 
pa 13 14 6 
4 in, Hand. -made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
= 143 6 
24 in. Hand- macie Sand‘aced Multi-Colour Facings 
(London Sites) an 14 3 6 
2} in. wee Clamp ‘Surnt ‘Malt Stock Facings 
n Sites) ose Au vs ew 2 @ 





tr 
¢ 
p 


2$ in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 


(London Sites) . per 1,000 13 18 0 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, Wory, B Brown— 
Stretchers... ; oe |. ees 
Headers ; a uae aa a 63 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and 44 in. + Flats. aia aaa He 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... ; oe ssa on 85 0 0 
Double Headers... ses aa aaa pee eH 7710 0 
One side and two ends __... ‘ea ia aad “ 87 0 0 
Two sides and oneend ... a ae pik av 89 10 0 
Splays and Squints ie ne ja pe 83 0 0 
Second quality — 10% Bests. Cream and Buff 
£3 extra over White. Other colours, hard glaze. 
£8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLLow CLay PARTITION BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads. 
Po eee ae ... 140 yds. pee ... per yd. sup. 43 
7 ae we ... 140 yds. aa a a 4 6 
ch ere ae «» 120 yds. ee iad us 5 0 
4 in. (6 cavit y) «. 95 yds. ae ‘aa bl 6 7 
Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE. 
y 1 eee .. 100 yds. ss tes ” 3 6 
yh aes .. 85 yds. ‘aaa aaa ‘a 4 1 
Sale, aa a «en SO aes aad ‘a 4 10 
4 in. aaa Pe! Sea 55 yds. +s on ‘a 6 0 
CRANHAM 
Die ce aaa aes aaa ate eau ace i 6 5 
2¢in. ... lea gas aa aa <a aa a i ae 
4 ote maa aaa aaa ee oe ele a 8 3 
saa ees uaa aaa ps 10 2 
anh in. Load bearing quality waa a asa a ti-3 
FLOOR BLOCK: KS 
3 in. Floor Blocks sate in. siteadin 12 in. guames in - 
lorry-loads ... . per1,000 3110 0 
4 in. GGE = sas - dia aaa ean ade oa 34 13 O 
5 in. do. ... uaa na aa dae aad oa 39 7 0 
6 in. dO.) “ss see ae aus aaa <a ia 46 16 0 
7 in. leans ue wai waa re ies oe 54 10 
8 in. no ers bee zie aaa uaa ana Pa 6115 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


Over 2 tons under 2 tons under 2 tons 

Best Quality +674% +973% 4% 
B.S.S. Best do. +10% +67 +10% +974% +10% +1073% 
Tested Quality +374% +674 +374%+974° +374 % +107 D4 
B.S.S. Tested do. 447424674 4474249742 +474 Hong 
3 in. Land Drain Pipes (in 12 in. lengths) per 1,000 10 2 0 
4 in. do. saa aa ing ae . e 13 6 0 
STONE 
Bath Stone— ; 

Monks Park . per ft. cube 6 8 

St. Aldheim Box Ground» ata 

Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 

Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered cnpaeaaen area ,, ate 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area a pe 7 0 


Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine _— B.R. 
Southern Region ada ae ae ae { Boe 
Hopton-Wood Stone— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 
; in. Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in 
random sizes up to 5 ft. and not over 15 ft. 


super in area 3. per ft. sup. 6 
1} in. Slabs for paving, sawn two sides ‘as above 
described . om fe 8 6 


Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin ‘Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9 in. X 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, throated " 


stooled cills 3 - ber ft. cue 3 1 9 
12 in. X 6 in. do. do. i ‘“ 243 
12 in. xX 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated i a 114 0 
12 in. x 3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping ,, 23 6 
14 in. X 6 in. do. do. “da va y 
44 in. x 9 in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face ... “a 116 9 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes . per ft. sup. 6 6 
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STONE —continved —— 
emplates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in, and 6 in. thas i f 
7 edges coped for rendered brickwork #¢ perft.cube 1 2 6 $i : 71 24 Se ° oe ton 1 10 ‘ 
0. do. fair one edge for fair faced in. x in . ses sae i 5 
ua 169 4 og at * 12 in. x 5 in. “i 39 
ard York— nae a tee ae in. X 44 in., 6 in. Xx 44 in. “Tin. X “3b i i 
12in. x 2 in. Square Ste 7in. x 4in 8 i : in., 
ps, rubbed : é in., in, < 4. 9 in. x 4in. 
apo’ = in. Round-nosed Suen, ean a ne 3 om ‘: 3 in.” rf in. X oe 12 in. x 8 = 
nt ... he in. xX 5hin., 14in. X 6 in. , 
12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front ... enon? ss sm. x 83 in., Sin. x Sin, 15 in. x ie le = 
$0 pa and Jointed Paving, given sizes __ ... . per ft. sup. 41-6 18 i. x 3 ine =e 2S ee 
“aes awn Paving, edges squared, inrandom sizes per yd.sup. 2 11 9 20 in. x 7h in a eae, See Re ee 
and PANTILES thn REE. Arona . See - i 
a aap Pe area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 Stee on sone gl . ‘ . 5 if 
pena ante ad Freck pairs Ti Ces a oe 
pene -made Pantiles Berkshire district... a fae a i: e Compan gitdets — ae i » 384 
eet made Double Roman Bridgwater district. —.. 5617 6 Stanchions . ae 
se made 103 x 64 tiles Berkshire district ane i215 Compound stanchions °.. i ~ » & &s 
achine-made 10} x 6} Staffordshire district ... _... : In Roof Work—T: a dea » « 2 ee 
oe “made —— and Valley tiles per doz. <a 3 : : Average prices not es ork id. 
chine-m Bs ‘ y 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. =... 16 3 te mand vara to BSS785 ex London 
do. Interlocking (49S) . ses — } in. di on s es! nee See ee 
Note.—Breakage in transit urch a 18 9 6 in. all : *° + per ton extra 3 12 0 
SL ATES » purchasers’ Tesponsibility, i’ in. =" : soe ‘ . : 
irst-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmad =o oh ae os - 
o to Ball tenick loads to London Rate Station. er Mitp STEEL TUBES 7 
Tubes to BSS1387 and 
24x12... web and Fittings. List prices and following disc 
= x 12 = 4 — pees W.L. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
x 11 " ie % 
eg 3 78 0 6 one + 542 Light +208% yyan 
20 i 73 3 3 —" 214% Heavy +273°% Ma eable List — 393% +35% 
18 x9. a He ek 3 (ke 4 ee 
43 15 assB — 134% Yo Mi: i 
| ee ee Ee ClasC 11% Heavy + 16% Malleable List — 394% 
No 33°13. 3 C.I. HALF-RO G 
Saad in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths — Stop 
Softwood— 3 in. — — wit) 
a - ws vee Ix, Wharf per standard tas to £125 am va 34 /10 
Danenan . to £100 4t in. 1/2 
Hard —— and Grooved Flooring do. Ri £106 0 O bag sia vi a 
oe African S.E. ota ~ 
Hondurasdo._... ae. seinem : “a : 3 in. - L 0.G. GUTTERS 
oak’ Europeando. ... do. A 117 34 in. v< 3/7 fi 
do. Japanese do. ... do. a 2 0 : 4 in. 4/5$ 3/7 1/2 
do. English Logs sawn do. 6d 5 6 4s in. 4/104 3/8 1/6 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. i 300 5 in. / 4/4 1/8 
ors African Logs sawn do. = 1 20 i “s i 5/98 4/1 1/1 
ORS (in Lots I-11 mn : Cl. emacs P 
Delivered London area. Per yd. in 6-ft. lengths Pipe Bends _ Branches 
1}in. 4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in. deal ae in ue see e0 6/4 3/4 4/9 
+3 — . ge bie. ee S05 - each 1312 270 3 in. oy i ih 
es... . =| 2 ic. in fap STs 
2 in. Pd gene - ae Gin, ose ase . 116 9 - 9/83 6/9 9/11 
= i 
gut op panel open. Pitern 4% G i dea a LCC. Coareo Sou, Ps 
140m. HERG. uc fn : see i Me : 1/54 5/9 7/- 
2 in. _— - — geal Pattern 2 x G in deal 3 in ioe on 16/3 
in. X t oes ove 3hi 8 
See xChbe : 2 8 6 ain, 11/34 9/9 14/3 
SUNDRIES Y " Above prices for gutters rain-\ 
a only. Lots over 3 oa see rin me 3500 pth Pipes togsd. plus 74%. a 
1 choca poog = e Oin. x 2 ft. Oin. in tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent. 2-ton lots 23 per cent. : 
on t 
din. do. (67 yds. to fs . > Li - aemn Sais Fae 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) . oe - 8 1 ey 
23in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) . a ” 0 “7 4in. - qr. lb. per yd. Bends _ Branches 
3in, do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) . : 11 3g | 6in 2. 13/10 24/5 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 4 in. of thickness. . : ’ vatiiass ada 49/11 
in. imported Insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. Ord AsBEsTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
ti in. Hardboard do. per 100 sq. 22 6 Fah ar under £30 less 123 per cent. discount. 
a “ soe ane = c 2 3 6 rders over £30 less 174 per cent. discount. 
# in. Asbestos Flat Buildi ing S te ae 4: 6 m4 24 in. 3 in. 4 in. 
Roofing Felt, 1-ply , ng heets + ae Per yd. sup. 2 11 ial lengths peryd. 3/6 3/9 4/6 6/- 
do. 2-ply ane one ca a a - 2 Single Branches .. _ ae as 3f- Al 
Best Scotch Glue, in slabs aa nas Y 19 Bends square or aii Zs Y 4/3 5/- 7/- 
sciiesh cht adie” SE oefom 398) RaNts © Ei 
roid Glue ete =e ex ef os je 89 - 
Cut Nails, 3 in. (1-ton lots) oe Pree Rs > 2 5 0 do. 6in. do. ,, 3/- 3/6 4/6 6/- 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) an 50:15 0 Aspestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) ao oe per cwt 215 9 4 in. 44 in. 5 in. 6 -im 
do. 4in. and up (4-cwt. lots) 3... ; Gutters 6-ft. seaarii y yd. 3/3 3/7 
M ° ” 212 3 Drop ends ach 2/3 y 4/3 5/2 
ETALS STEEL Joists, Etc Stop Ends.. y 7 2/7 3/3 
Basis Joists— ; : Angles and nozzle ’ /9 /10 /il 1/1 
6in. X Sin.,8in. X Sin.,8in. x 6in., 10in. xX 6in. Union Clips es» Fy a 3/7 4/3 
12 in. X 6 in. ~~ cut to ene delivered London i 4 cid 1/il 2/3 
are a ; - ooeee 372 6 ASBESTOS a GUTTERS “4 Firninos “ 
3 in. X 1} in. Gutters 6-ft. lengths per yd. 4 — a gy - 
3in. X 3 in., 4in. x 3in., Sin. x ai es ” 310 0 Drop ends — pod 3/3 33 a6. 35 Pa 
4in. x fin. “4 ” 2: \ 2 ae /8 /9 io 0 fll 
42in. x lPin.,24in. x 7hing it 33s i ae 7/3 «26 8602/9 «= 3/- = 
Sia, X32. X70... = a » :2 : Nozzles... oe 2/- 2/3 2/6 2/9 4/- 
* Union Clips ws ss Mo A/- 1/1 1/3 «1/10 
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METALS 


Jron—Sta 
Mild Stce 
Mild Stee 


Soft shee 
20 gau 
24 gau 
26 gau 

Galvanis 


applicat: 


Screwdc 
head 
Toilet b 
Screw d 
do. 
Double 
Heavy ‘ 
Plumbe 
iron 


Caps al 
Brass s! 


Lead P. 
screv 
Lead S 
Solder 
Plum 
Tinn 
Blow 
Coppe! 
and 
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£ “a METALS—Centinuec. , PAINT AND DISTEMPER 
erton 1 10 4 Per ~~ ba Delivered London area £s. a 
- 5 0 ee ae Ceiling Distemper i aa: te>- eae 112 v 
” 1S 0 Jron—Staflordshire Crown Merchant Cnty re .. 3910 0 bs nso Distemper Bs a s ” 512 0 
Mild Steel Bars a ae Oe i! ae Tae } ine - prgl 265 0 
Mild Steel Hoops i ™ = ” we * 38 300 nowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) _ +. ~=Ppercwt. 311 0 
: Ex Merchant’s LEAD PRODUCT; AND OILS. 
% 10 0 Stock per eth Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs per cwt. 714 0 
Two-ton lots Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 te lots in i ‘gal. tins per gal. 218 0 
fal é Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg wie «. per cwt. 6. 3.6 
Soft sheets C.R. wing c. i — Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg fe ste 2? 9-6 
8 96 20 gauge dis Sigk ie” Satie i - _ ie, 28 lb. os eee per tin 9 0 
* $45 24 § gauge Pe a ie Pe eee ee “6 17 6 Balled insoed Oil gal) Denne extra... 0... pergal Hs : 
a gaug fee ace eae 0. aaa aa bai 
51 15 Galvanised Corrugated st sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— SUNDRIES 
‘ 373 ;: 20 gauge a as : eC ase ig eee Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) Drums extra waa eo 5 62 
* fa ; - — mee ress oe ax ads eee <0 = 2 : me. % . al Lg gal. Ex do. aa a ‘ 7 
we wai ade rown al. cans), Exterior ae a 
7 : ; Galvanised Flat sheets C1 R. and CA~ Creosote (40 gal. Nido sg ee aa a 2 @ 
20 gauge en es ae Pr «a S241 6 Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) ead ee we =per Ib. 1 6 
- oes ae eee os ae ae ae Ae = : : White Lining Paper aa aaa ee» per piece 1 4 
i. . ' : : — Windows.—-Standard Metal Windows, B.S. 940. Prices on 
application British Metal Window Manufacturers’ Association, Ltd. 
, ; 17 0 PLUMBERS’ BRASS WorK, CopPER, ZINC, ETC. VARINSHES, om 
n> 4 0 Delivered in London area. Delivered London area. 
0 parr _—, ; * facie ‘es bc patie an Inside ... uae +. per gal. ’ a ‘ 
Z. in. in. in. in. in. in. eee eee eee ” 
2 discounts : Serewdown bib cocks Crutch _— Drying < — eee oA ‘a 117 6 
Fj = Es stal Paper Var tes aa od 
—— rallet bees foriron... “2 199) Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ore eee eee ‘ 2 2 é 
- Screw down stop cocks for iron 60/- 87/- 171/- 294/- 420/- 741/- Finest Carriage Varnish... es nse nn ” 210 0 
- 394% +35% do. with two unions for lead 81/- 120/- 213/- 381/- 504/- 1122/- Front Door Varnish rc ” 117 6 
Double nut boiler screws... 15/- 21/- 38/- 39/- 54/-  76/- Japan Gold Size... wee nee nee nee ” 110 0 
Heavy Croydon ball valves ... 62/- 141/- 216/- 394/- 558/- Black Japan rc a » 1 5 0 
7 393% Plumbers’ union ee lean to Brunswick Black eee eee eee eee ose ” £4636 
iron ae 15/9 19/- 31/6 55/- 67/9 132/- | Berlin Black A OE ey ee 150 
ltin. 1}in. 2in. 3 in. 34 in. 4 in. Terebene  .. oe ore one ” 1 5 0 
Sto Caps and screws in « We Be Be S- we 125/- Knotting (1 gal. bottles free) << eee one pe 2.0 06 
Ends Brass sleeves... a : I5/— 25/— 45/-= 60/- 61/- French and Brush Polish (do.) _ ... ne aa a 113 0 
/10 “1k x 6 1b. 14 x 6lb. 2 x 71b. 3 x 7 |b. 
/10 Lead P. trap with aya nema 
1/2 screws . 57/- 71/- 113/- :193/- GLASS 
i 3 —_ S. trap do. eee we §©68/- 85/- 139/- ard * Delivered London area. rer ft. super 
a d. 
Thamens See hats oe ee is seo) aaa) CRRA : : 18 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 5% 
mu ow oie = eee eee eee eee eee eee ” 39 s 6 ‘a * Ps pt a - aa ace af 
te Copper ashes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 264d. per Ib. plus gauge 320 ee ‘ ms ™ me ee a 
1/8 and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. + in. “Rolled Plate ; ti aa ar EP 9 
11 Extra ¥_in. and } in. Rough Cast ree dia pee 1 0 
eT en i Total per Ib 353 + in. Figued Rolled and Cathedral, “Standard patterns : 
in. oe ane aaa . ite - ne? oe a aa 9 
Branches gin. xX 19 ,, ove eee eae 99 o  J0% do. Standard Tints ... 1 4} 
4/9 Loin a8): Sey va aa Re oo wae do. Special Tints... me ees we ae Ee 29 
6/7 Izin. x 18 ,, oe eee és : sae. ee tin. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, 
?? = . bs .” eee one oe » 99 sf ae and Luminating ae tea ais eas $ «J 
5 ” ” n. r t eve eee eee Pry 
9/11 Rolled Copper sheets up to 48 in. wide, - price £ « ¢& ho Gaetaien Wired Cast vial ba ee sis : 3 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras... .. perton 278 0 0 H 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge, 5 cwt. lots upwards .. percwt. 613 O ollow Glass Blocks— Each 
1/- do. 12 gauge do. A 611 0 P.B.2 52 x 5} x 3g eee eee eee eve eee 2°$ 
8/8 Brass tubes basic peice, " gauge a and manufactur- P. B.3 7% X 74x 3fin. ... os eee ace ese 4 2 
10/5 ing extras ee ve per Ib. 1 94 P.B.32 7i x 7z x 34 ma. . ece eee 42 
12/1 LEAD SHEET AND PIPES ee Corner Blocks to match up with— 
14/3 é ‘ ‘ais eee per > 
3 i lot Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London P.B.3 ee sam = er a ee 
5 74% and or Home Counties. ie Fae P.B.32 = eee eee ~<a 6 9 
Lead Sheet, English, 3$ Ib. substance and upwards perton 121 5 0 4 in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. ‘Quality— Per ft. super 
Lead Water Pipe in coils . a 12210 0 In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. ... ‘as on “aa a 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. a = 124 0 0 >» » ” ” 5 ft. sup. ... =< = ese ie 
3ranches do. over 4 in. dia. Se wig pi 126 0 0 2» ” » (45 ft. sup. ... “ ae eee 2.3 
24/5 Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe za pe 124 0 0 99 99 » 100 ft. sup. ... ass aa eee 5 6 
49/11 Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton } in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceeding 100 ft. 
Scwt. and under 1 ton aa tas aa . =per cwt. 2 0 sup. or 96 in. high or 160 in. wide. G.G. quality— 
ae = — os “es ee oe 9 ; : Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one way or 135 in. 
oe ae 2 bot e ae ae an 
4i Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. Wnt eackecliee 180 ft. sup., or ditto” as pe a i 3 
6 In. Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto. - as. IG6 
yi ee nach seni to —— age — charged Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application. 
extra according to current trade schedule 
Y- Allowance for Old Lead, collected £76 5s. Od. per a Polished Plate at 
rh = ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
/6 PLASTER, Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
6/- C P etc. d Si The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
aa Pink in 1-ton loads — over gia on Site per ton . “i 4 pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
6 -in. Sirapite Coarse do. do. ae : a6 3 Minimum. Per ft. super. 
5/2 do. Fine do. do. > 714 3 Description of Glass quantity. s. d 
a Blue Lias Lime in 6 ton —— aaa ree = pa 6 5 0 18 oz. sheet O.Q. ae aa aaa «sa, ae 
a Hydrated Lime do. me ea es aad pe 5 30 24 oz. ,, aaa dea wae a «<< aaa 5} 
23 Lump Lime do. an ae 418 6 26 02. » a ns ee 7k 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement i in 1-ton loads a 10 0 9 ‘ ose one «+ 2,000 9s 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads per ‘a 915 6 rf in. “Rolled Plate. 1,000 74 
6in. Granite Chips in 6-ton loads i : ia a 2 6 3 4 in. ee Rolled and Cathedral Standard cae 
4/8 ave per cwt. 417 6 Patterns, White << A 7h 
4/- Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board F| in. thick 600 4 in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, “Hammerstripe, 
1/1 yds. and over in one delivery. Deliveredsite ... peryd. 2 3 Reeded, Luminating and Spotlyte ... 1,000 104 
4/- Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to fs in. and } in. Rolled Plate or aa oe 2,000 1 
4/- 12 ft., # in. thick, 600 yds. — over in one eonney tin. Wired Cast, Hexagonal -- 2,000 1 
1/10 Delivered site aks a 2 6 3 in. Georgian Wired Cast aan an « 2,000 1 
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OG ae sitters 


CURRENT RATES OF WAGES | 





(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 


AS FROM FEBRUARY 1, 1954. 


Town. Grade 
Aberavon . : 










Aberdare .. 

Abergavenny uA 
Abingdon ..... acai 
PTONIIOR. sccccccccetsasesseans A 
PEDOTDID  osssccrscciecesecress A 
Aldeburgh .......... sche 
Aldershot District . peer 
PEO TDD ncn scescinciessnss A 
CA eee eons 
MEEMRIOMOD ci. ssapoveasventecnce A 
Amble........ poe | 
Amersham ..... a 
PIGS occccintcstensssenes: A 
Andover ..... swale 
—e~ sen ee) 
Arundel . .-A2 
RRO A2 
Fo lie te la-Zouch U.D....A 
Ashby Woulds U.D.......... A 
Ashford (CKent).......0.c.0050. 
Ashford (Middlesex)......... 
NN ORE es 
rere 
Ashton-under-Lyne 





Aspatria and Brayton. 
Atherstone R.D. (partsof) A 
Aylesbury A2 







Aylesham ... 


Bagshot 

Bakewell U.D. oooA2 
Pea +-A2 
Barnard Castle U.D. A 


Barnoldswick U.D. . 
NS POE on 
Barrow-in-Furness ............ A 
Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. 
(exc. Thrussington A2)...A 

















RE 
Basford R.D. (exc. Willough- 
by-on-the-Wolds A2)...... A 
BIABINGSOKS o.0ccccopncavceses Al 
OS Ss ys 
Batley .. A 
Baxterley ..... Al 
Beaconsfield & Al 
Beamish .. A 
 paeeren A 
Bearpark Fea \ 
a ae 
Bedale R.D aoe 
Bedford ane 
eer icc 
NON Ko snsuxesnibbabe>benecet seh A 
mete & Stapleford U.D. A 
SS | ee A 
ae sues. 
Berkhamsted A 
Berrington ........ 
Berwick District. 
Beverley  .......0.00. 


Bexhill-on-Sea .. 
Biggleswade ... 
Billericay ..... 
Billing .......... 


Bilsthorpe 
Birchington 
Birkenhead ...... 
Birmingham C.B 
Bishop Auckland . 
Bishop’s Stortford 
Bispham .. 
Blackburn .. 
Blackpool ....... 
Blackwell R.D. . 
Blaydon U.D..... 
Blidworth ..... 
| RE 
Bognor Regis... 
Boldon U.D. .. 
Bolsover U.D. .. 
Bolton ........00. ° 
ee ey 
Bournemouth District ...... A 
MINE: cicbisnssoacubinsces 

Se ane se 
Bradford-on-Avon es 
ee ee 

Breconshire, County of...fA2 
ORREIE TROND esccssocesevsesses A2 
Brentwood .. 
Bridlington .. 
Brierfield .. 
Brighouse 
Brighton 
Bristol ... 
Broadstairs ...... 
—— be F 
SIIIEN saccannnnasnesencesecsnein 


B>d>d>bbd>d>>>>'eBoo>d>BEoroe 


2>>b 
















KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 
Grade Classification. 








y 
Burnham-on-Crouch ...... 





— ne C.B. Somerset, County of . 


Southend-on-Sea Dist. 








; South Shields C.B.... 
Gainsborough U.D. i 





A 
A Gloucestershire, Cnty. of $A2 
Cardigaashive, County of tA2 A2 


ate 
Market Harborough U.D. 


aimee OO of ¢A2 


Carnarvonshire, Cnty. of {A3 Stoke-on-Trent CB. 
A 


A 
Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A Saaeie seated U.D 
Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 
A2 Stratford-on-Avon M.B. 
are shea District 





Cheadle (Staffs) R.D. 


Halesowen M.B.....0..0000000 A Sutton Cotdticid M.B. 
i mere’ 


perl neritic 


n 
Newark-on-Trent R.D.. 

Chester-le-Street U.D. b 
i Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Newcastle-under-Lyme 
New Forest District 


Chippenham (inc. Chippen- 
ham Within and Harden- 


Thurrock U.D.C. Area 
North of, to Billericay A 
A 


Z>B 


> 


>>>>>>EDd 


A2 
Hemi Cnty. of... or Northampton ro BS; 


>>d>Z>>>ZR>ZZ 


Nuneaton M.B....... 








eLbb 


Uppingham (Salop) t 





Ossett and Horbury 


ZP>d>d>d>>B 


>Z 


Huntingdon (Staffs) 


> 
w 





Pontypridd District . 





Isle of Thanet....... Portland Stoneyards West Bromwich C.B. 


>B>d>>B>>d>Bo>Zo>>d>> B 


bodbdbd>> 


Weston-super-Mare .. 


>: 
NNN 


Radnorshire, County of 


Kidderminster M.B. .. ae 


Dore County of (except- 
ing Poole, Swanage and 


irkham Redhill and "Reigate < 
sa alata U.D i 


soecesees bow coy and Eton 
Durham City .......... ectueetia A 





East Grinstead Kane we 
Eastwood (Notts.) U.D. 
Ebbw Vale & District 


Wolverhampton C.B. 





Wrexham (incl. Cefn) 





>>RZ>>>B>BEeooed ddU>Bs>bb555 


ae M.B 
h M.B. 











Shoeburyness pak 


s i + ements samgnet and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 3s. 9d. ; Labourers, 3s. 34d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is:—Craftsmen, 3s. 8}d- 
bourers, 3s. 3d. + Plus 2d. per working day. 

Note. —Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 

Women’s Rates.—In all districts fg yy the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 8d. per hour. 


other than craft processes, 


t This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 
Women introduced to carry out work 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 240 
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NEWS IN BRIEF Legal Obligations 
‘ A course of six weekly lectures on “ Legal 
Dartmoor TV Site Approved Obligations of Building Contractors” will 


The Minister of Housing and Local be given by John J. Clarke, MA, FSS, 
Government, Mr. Harold Macmillan, has Barrister-at-Law, at the LCC Brixton School 
decided to grant permission to the BBC to of Building, Ferndale-road, SW4. The first 
build a television station to serve Devon lecture will take place on February 24. 
nd Cornwall at North Hessary Tor in the ca 
Dartmoor National Park. In a letter to the Tower Crane Exhibit 
BBC announcing his decision Mr. Macmillan An exhibit featuring the use of the tower 
says that while he has considerable sympathy Crane in the construction of dwelling-houses 
with those who would oppose in principle will be shown at the Building Centre, Store- 
a development of this kind in a National street, WC2, on Monday, January 25. A scale 
Park, he is bound to consider whether the model tower crane will be the centrepiece 
effect on the appearance of the scenery and of the exhibit and a sound commentary will 
the enjoyment of those who visit the Park describe the salient. features of the crane and 
outweighs the technical disadvantages, the method of using it to best advantage. 
increased expense and delay which appear ‘ ee 
to be inevitable, and which must affect so Private Housing in Lead 
many people, if the station cannot be erec- More than 1,000 houses were under con- 
ted on this site. Having considered the struction at the end of December in the 
arguments on both sides, he thinks that the Solihull District, the Urban Council Hous- 
balance of public advantage is in favour of ing Committee reported to the Solihull 
his granting planning permission for this Council on January 19. The total comprised 
proposal. 262 council houses, 798 houses being 
privately built and 110 by “self-help” build- 
Huddersfield Development Plan Approved ing associations. 

The Minister of Housing and Local Gov- 3 
ernment has approved with modifications the The Late Mr. Swift 
development plan for the County Borough The fuunder of the Birmingham firm of 
of Huddersfield. building contractors, S. F. Swift and Sons, 

Ltd., Alcester-street, Deritend, and managing 
New FASS Member director until he became ill some time ago, 

The Federation of Associations of Special- Mr. Samuel Fletcher Swift has died at the 
ists and Sub-Contractors has announced that age of 85. He was former president of the 
the British Cast Concrete Federation has Birmingham Association of Building Trade 
taken up membership of the Federation. Employers and of the Midland Federation 

of Building Trades Employers. 
Council Rents 


Eleven members of Ellesmere Port Coun- British Standards 
cil who are tenants of Council houses have A recent issue of the British Standards In- 
been informed by the Minister of Housing stitution, is BS 2052, “Ropes made from 
and Local Government that they may take Coir, Hemp, Manila and Sisal,” price 10s. 
part in debates dealing with council house It supersedes BS 431, “ Manila Ropes for 
rents but may not vote on the issue. Hitherto General Purposes,” and BS 908, “Sisal 
they have been barred from taking part in Ropes for General Purposes. Copies are 


rent discussions. available from the British Standards Institu- 
tion, Sales Branch, 2, Park-street, W1, and 
Problems of Property also from the BSI Manchester Office, 12, Hil- 


At an ordinary general meeting of the ton-street, Manchester 1. 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors, 

Great George-street, SW1, to be held Hedges to be Uprooted 
on February 1, Mr. F. W. Kenchington, Tenants of Corporation houses on a 
FRICS, FAI, will give an address on new estate at Bebington (Wirral) have been 
“Current Problems of the Property told to uproot hedges they have planted. 
Manager.” Admission to the meeting is by If they fail to carry out the instruction the 
ticket only, and members should make Corporation has threatened to take up the 
application to the Secretary of the Insti- hedges themselves. There is strong resent- 
tution. ment among the tenants, although they had 

been told when they entered the houses that 

Council’s Labour hedges would not be allowed. 

Birmingham Housing Committee has ex- 1. as i 
pressed concern at the decline in the labour Fite Station Site 
force employed on municipal building pro- The dispute over a suitable site at Leam- 
jects and has therefore asked the City Archi- ington for the erection of a new county fire 
tect, Mr. A. G. Sheppard Fidler, FRIBA, to brigade headquarters was taken a _ Stage 
prepare a report. Apparently, the greater further at a recent meeting of Leamington 
freedom to build private houses by private Town Council. By a majority vote the meet- 
enterprise and industrial premises up to a Ing approved a site in Radford-road instead 
cost of £25,000 is having its effect on the of one at “Midland Oak,” Lillington-road. 


labour available for municipal building. The suitability of the Radford-road site. 
which is allotment land, was recommended 
Fuel Efficiency by the highways and town planning commit- 


Because of the interest created by their tee following correspondence between the 
exhibition at Charing Cross Underground Ministry of Housing and Local Government 
Station last year, the Solid Smokeless Fuels and the Warwickshire County Council. 
Federation, 74, Grosvenor-street, -London, 

WI, is to hold a more comprehensive ex- PERSONAL COLUMN 
hibition there from February 15 to March 9. PR igen Fy recent —_ of ~~. = nig Hacer magne 
pele ie : in- chairman and managing director o ellor Bromiley an 
The exhibition will demonstrate the po Co., Ltp., Leicester, Mr. W. L. JAMEs has been elected 
creased efficiency obtained by using solid 35 chairman of the company. Mr. G. A. Hannah has 
smokeless fuels in modern appliances, and been appointed managing director of Pegson, Ltd., 





3s. 84de ce . “ ” Coalville, in succession to Mr. James, who has now 
valeting how smoke pollution or smog ‘ caused left on a business trip round the world, and is 
chiefly by domestic fires can be abolished. expected to return towards the middle of March. 


ry out work 
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TRADE NEWS 


Commercial Development 


We have been asked by Diespeker and 
Co., Ltd., Clifton House, Euston-road, NWI, 
to point out that in their advertisement in 
our issue dated January 15, the reference to 
Old-street Flats, London. was an incorrect 
designation of this contract. This should 
have read Old-street Commercial Develop- 
ment, London. 


Anti-Condensation Paint 


Recently placed on the market by British 
Lead Mills, Ltd., Byron House, 7-9, St. 
James’s-street, SW1, is an anti-condensation 
paint understood to give a smooth finish and 
to be touch-dry in two or three hours. 
Known as “ Seculate,” it is washable and 
will not flake under vibration. It does not 
absorb moisture, but sets up a_ barrier 
between the atmosphere and the surface to 
which it is applied. The compound can be 
applied by brush, spray or trowel, and under 
normal conditions a thickness of a in. 
(applied in two or three coats) is claimed to 
be sufficient. 


Ship’s Decking 


The tiling now being laid in the Orient 
liner ““ Orsova”’ is perhaps the first occasion 
on which this type of decking has beer 
extensively put down in the passenger 
quarters of a vessel built in Britain. Semtex, 
Ltd., the Dunlop subsidiary, are about to 
complete a contract for laying 7,000 sq. yds. 
of “Semastic” tiles in both the crew’s 
quarters and passenger section of the 
“ Orsova,” now being fitted out by Vickers 
Armstrong, Barrow-in-Furness. Semtex are 
also laying more than 2,500 sq. yds. of 
“Semastic” and “Vinyl” tiles throughout 
the crew’s quarters of the P and O liner 
“ Arcadia.” now building at John Brown’s. 


Oil-Fire Conversion 


A complete unit to convert an existing 
solid fuel burning domestic boiler to oil- 
firing is being produced by Nu-Way Heating 
Plants, Ltd., 110-111, Strand, WC2. It con- 
sists of burner, with switch, thermostat and 
electrical cable harness; 150-gallon tank 
with supports and oil level indicator; and 
copper piping connecting the tank to the 
burner and oil filter. Only the front plate 
of the boiler has to be adapted, and the 
“ Home-Fire ” as it is called is understood to 
have a maximum rate of firing of .55 galls. 
per hr., equivalent to an output of 62,000 
BTUs per hr. at 70 per cent. efficiency. On 
low flame the minimum consumption is 
approximately .25 pints per hr. 


Diesel Dumper 


A light dumper powered by a single- 
cylinder air-cooled diesel engine developing 
over five BHP is now being produced in 
quantities by the George Fowell group of 
companies, in addition to their petrol driven 
and TVO versions. These dumpers are 
designed to eliminate the use of wheel- 
barrows, and can be driven over rough 
ground fully loaded. Loads can be tipped 
with the hopper at an angle of up to 35 
degrees to the chassis. Other products 
marketed by the group include the two cwt. 
““ Baromix ” cement mixer, available as hand 
operated, petrol or electrically driven, and 
can be used to perform its normal func- 
tions and then pushed as a wheelbarrow to 
the site and tipped. Particulars are avail- 
able from the group’s offices at 23, Newtos- 
street, Birmingham 4. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


From Our Own Correspondents 


* British East Africa-——Nairobi City Coun- 
cil have approved capital expenditure over a 
six-year period amounting to £8,630,000. 
This includes £2,221,000 for African housing, 
£2,897,000 for water projects, and £772,000 
for sewage; other provisions are made for 
European and Asian housing, roads and 
bridges and extensions to the city hall... . 
The indications are that the city council will 
undertake completion of the Sasamua Dam 
by direct labour as contractors invited to 
complete the dam had not ‘submitted firm 
estimates. . . . Work on the provision of im- 
proved street lighting is now being carried 
out in Nairobi, and it has been decided that 
lighting shall also be installed in the African 
locations. European and Asian areas of the 
city are likewise being illuminated to a pro- 
gramme prepared in conjunction with the 
city police. 

An improvement in the lighting of 
the streets of Mombasa is being carried 
out by the East African Power and Lighting 
Co., Ltd. (also doing the Nairobi work), who 
are installing fluorescent lighting covering 
nearly 10 miles of streets and embracing the 
commercial centre of the city... . A Bill has 
been introduced by the Kenya Legislative 
Council, to effect the vesting in the Crown of 
certain lands in the Coast Province, subject 
to the payment of compensation, and to 
authorise the Governor to grant a lease for 
construction of an oil refinery and ancillary 
works. The area of the land to be acquired 
in some 2,200 acres, which is situated south 
of Mombasa. A statement issued by the Shell 
Co. of East Africa said that the Royal Dutch 
Shell Group have commissioned a firm of 
consultants to carry out a detailed sociologi- 
cal survey in the Mombasa area. Estimates 
of the cost of erecting a refinery vary from 
£40 million to £75 million, but no official 
estimate has been published. Rapid pro- 
gress is being made in the completion of the 
new Kenya Legislative Council building at 
Nairobi, of which the tower is a new city 
landmark. A 10-storey commercial building 
—the highest in Nairobi—to house shops and 
offices, situated in one of the central streets 
of the city, is expected to be completed this 
year, and most of the building has already 
been let. A new multi-storeyed building for 
the Church Missionary Society with spacious 
accommodation, has also been opened. and 
is among the most attractive new buildings 
in the city. The Ismailian (Khoja 
Mohamedan) Community in Dar-es-Salaam 
have launched a large scheme, involving an 
expenditure of some £150,000 for the hous- 
ing of members of the community: similar 
schemes. on a smaller scale, are being con- 
ducted in other centres in Tanganyika. 

A new cinema is under construction in 
Dar-es-Salaam. The scheme provides for 
an air-conditioned auditorium to seat 800, a 
restaurant with a dance floor, a banqueting 
hall and shops and offices; it is expected to 
be completed next year. . . . Plans for a 
large scheme for reconstruction of Nakuru 

station and other buildings there, costing 
more than £4 million, have been announced; 
many of the present buildings were erected 
when the Railway first came to Nakuru at 
the beginning of the century. 

Greece-—The Greek Government is to in- 
vite tenders for the financing, construction 
and supervision of the operation for six 
months of the large hydro-electric power 
station on the Megdova River. Tenders for 
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BRITISH TRADE FAIR, BAGHDAD. A perspective view of the Fair which 
is being organised by the Federation of British Industries, at the invitation of HM 
Government, and which is to take place at Baghdad from October 25 to November 8 
next. Large areas of the Fair, which covers one million square feet, will be devoted 
to engineering, the motor industry, consumer goods, bicycles, motorcyles, agricultural 


and constructional machinery. 


There 1s claimed to be an extensive market for British 


goods at competitive prices in the Middle East, and the objective of ‘the forthcoming 
Fair is to increase this market by taking British goods direct to the customer. 





this construction job are to be in by the end 
of this year. 

The Minister of Communications has pro- 
posed to the Ministry of Co-ordination that 
an international call for tenders should be 
made for the construction of modern build- 
ings at Hellenico, the main Athens port. The 
Civil Aviation Department of his Ministry 
already have tenders from three foreign 
firms willing to finance and carry out the 
work which is estimated in the region of 
£500,000. The buildings concerned are a 
central building for the airport services and 











BOOKS FOR BUILDERS 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 
By JOHN T. REA 
The new 11th edition has been brought up to 
date to September, 1950, with tables giving 
cost increases for materials and labour for 
1936-7, 1939 amd 1944-50. Over 680 
illustrations. 21s. net (by post 21s. 10d.) 


DRAINAGE AND SANITATION 
By E. H. BLAKE 
10th Edition just published. 
Revised and re-illustrated. 

He .-This has become a standard volume cover- 
ing in a concise and compact measure the 

- whole subject.’’— The Engineer. 
15s. net (by post 15s. 9d.) 


FLETCHER’S QUANTITIES 
Revised by A. E. BAYLIS 
12th Edition revised. 
This famous work presents, in tabulated form, 
the methods of the valuation and measurement 
of building and engineering work. 700 pp. 
Many diagrams. 30s. net (by post 31s.) 


THE PRINCIPLES OF 
STRUCTURAL MECHANICS 
By PERCY J. WALDRAM 
3rd Edition revised. 

“The success of the book depends not merely 
on the author's obvious mastery of his subject 
... but even more on his uncommon gift of 
lucid explanation."’— The Architects’ Journal. 


18s. net (by post 18s. 9d.) 


BATSFORD LTD. 
Retail Dept., 


B. T. 





15 North Audley Street, London, W.1 








various other buildings for offices, waiting 
rooms and restaurants. 

The Government Co-ordinating Council has 
authorised a credit of £250,000 for the com- 
pletion of the railway line from Kozani to 
Ptolemais where there is to be extensive 
developments of the local lignite industry. 
This will also necessitate new buildings to 
cope with the expansion of the industry. 


Guatemala.—So far as is known, the plans 
put forward by the contracting company 
for the construction of the port of Santo 
Tomas, on the Atlantic side of Guatemala, 
have not yet been finally approved by the 
Government. Construction and surfacing 
of the Atlantic highway to link Santo Tomas 
with Guatemala City is progressing. Much 
of the road is being built through moun- 
tains, and much bridging will be necessary. 


It has also been announced that a hydro- 
electric plant to supply additional power 
to Guatemala City is being planned on the 
Pixcaya River. 


*India.—Messrs. Blackwood Hodge (india), 
Ltd. of 139, Beliaghata-rd.. Calcutta 15, are 
interested in securing a U.K. agency for 
concrete mixers and stone crushers. U.K. 
firms interested in this agency inquiry should 
communicate direct with the company at the 
above address, submitting full particulars of 
their products together with catalogues, 
price lists and an indication of delivery dates. 
Any inquiries by telephone should be made 
to the Export Services Branch of the Board 
of Trade, Chancery 4411. Extension 860. 


Ireland —It was announced in Dublin on 
January 19 that the Government of the Irish 
Republic has decided to construct a civil 
airport in the Ballygarvan area, about four 
miles from Cork. 


_ Malaya.—A new 30,000 kw. steam generat: 
Ing station is to be built by the Central 
Electricity Board in Malacca, Malaya, on 
which a start will be made early this year. 
A consult'ng engineer from the UK has 
been in Penang to see the site investigation 
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work being carried out there. Cost is in 
the region of £2,790,686. 

A new £80,000 film studio is to be built 
to replace a wooden structure recently 
destroyed by fire. 

Work is. to start soon on the installation 
of a lighthouse at Muka Head, Penang Is- 
land. It will be the first of six modern light- 
houses to be built on Malaya’s West Coast. 
The equipment is to be supplied from the 
UK. Lighthouses in other part of Malayan 
ertitorial waters are up to 60 years old and 
are probably due for replacement soon. 

The Public Works Committee of the City 
Council have recommended that road and 
drainage works to the value of over £200,000 
should be put out to tender this year. 
Hitherto this kind of work has been done 
by the City Engineers’ Department. It has 
also been recommended that a consulting 
engineer should be engaged for the New Kim 
Seng road bridge. 


North Borneo.—A number of developments 
gre in hand for the British Colony of North 
Borneo, according to recent statements made 
by the Colony’s Governor. An important 
drainage and irrigation scheme is under dis- 
cussion for Tuaran and the Klias peninsular 
which will greatly increase agricultural yield. 
New schools and hospitals are to be built 
at Jesselton and Keningau. 

Contracts are to be placed for the recon- 
struction of wharves at Labuan and 
Sandakan. 


Norway.—The town planning committee 
of Oslo City, Norway, has approved in 
principle proposals by architects Gudolf 
Blakstad and Herman Munthe-Kaas for re- 
building the Vestre Vika district of the city. 
This district is the one which adjoins the 
new Town Hall and. overlooks the harbour. 
Under the rebuilding scheme many old, 
dilapidated buildings will be demolished and 
a number of large office blocks will be con- 
structed. A concert hall for which Oslo 
citizens have campaigned for a long time 
is included in the rebuilding scheme. The 
hall will be large enough to seat 1,800 
persons in the main auditorium and there 
will also be a recital room with about 450 
seats. Behind the concert hall a cinema 
will be built with about 1,200 seats. The 
concert hall will be approached from a wide 
new thoroughfare to be called, the archi- 
tects suggest, Edvard Grieg’s-square. 


Norway.—The National Poliomyelitis 
Association in Norway has now secured a 
licence to build a central institute in Oslo at 
an estimated cost of £272,500. Work on the 
six-storey building will start almost immedi- 
ately, and the Association’s chairman has 
stated that the building should be completed 
some time next year. There will be 20 
small wards of four beds each, as well as an 
extensive out-patients’ department, a play- 
room for children, and a swimming pool. 

The Norwegian-Netherlands research group 
at the Atomic Institute at Kjeller, Norway, 
now have plans for building an experimental 
atomic power plant. It is proposed to build 
2 plant in Holland at an estimated cost of 

mM, 

Saudi-Arabia——Ten hospital _ buildings, 
provided with full equipment, are to be built 
in Saudi-Arabia by the Swedish firm C.A. 
Wallenborg and Son, of Stockholm, the first 
of which is now under construction. The 
new hospital is a 400-bed sanatorium in 
Saudi-Arabian capital, Taif. A large medi- 
cal laboratory and a number of quarantine 
Stations form part of the scheme. The con- 
struction work will be led by Swedish 
engineers, while the major part of the labour 
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force will be local. 
has extensive experience of construction in 
tropical climates, having supplied and built 


a number of large schoolhouses in Indonesia. 
The contract for the present scheme amounts 


to approximately $1,200,000. 


Singapore——Mr. C. C. Tan, in a recent 
broadcast over Radio Malaya, said that 
Singapore’s development plans were twofold. 
The first category included the Pasir Pan- 
jang Power Station, the new International 
Airport at Paya Lebar, the new dry-dock 
and wharf extensions at the Harbour Board, 
and extensions to the Colony’s water supply. 
The second category comprised housing, 
education, medical and social welfare pro- 
jects. Total cost of all these now in hand 
was estimated at $644m, and Social Capital 
development would cost roughly half of this 
total. By the end of 1953 expenditure on 
these projects had amounted to $250m. 
The contract for Singapore Harbour Board’s 
new $54m. dry-dock, Queen’s Dock, has 
been awarded to a local firm, Gammon 
(Malaya), Ltd. The dock will be the most 
modern dry-dock in South-East Asia, and 
has been designed entirely by Singapore 
Harbour Board staff. 

Southern Rhodesia—Plans for a new 
museum for Bulawayo, which will be the 
most modern in Southern Africa, have been 
drawn up by the trustees of the National 
Museum of Southern Rhodesia. The museum 
will have a garden setting and will occupy 
the entire block between 10th and 11th- 
avenue in Fort-street. Although the final 
cost will be £125,000, the trustees have set 
£20,000 as their initial target so that they 
can embark upon the scheme with the least 
possible delay. 


* USA.—The O. G. Innes Corporation, 82, 
Wall-street, New York 5, NY, are interested 











QUAKZITE 


A NATURAL STONE — 


IN STOCK 


PAVINGS 
FACADES 
SHOPFRONTS 
SWIMMING POOLS 


JOHN STUBBS 


MARBLE & QUARZITELTD 
- LIVERPOOL7 

















239, 


The Wallenborg firm in securing UK sources of supply of pig- 


ments and other raw materials for paint 
manufacturers. The US concern would pur- 
chase for their own account and would ex- 
pect to have exclusive representation of UK 
firms for the USA. Those interested should 
communicate direct, by airmail, with the 
New York firm giving full particulars of their 
products. Inquiries by telephone should be 
made to Chancery 4411, Ext. 770. 


BUILDING IN SOUTH AND 
EAST AFRICA 


Alleviating the Union’s Housing 
Shortage 


[From a Special Correspondent] 


PHE Servitas Housing Organisation, a 

national, non-profit utility housing 
company, which has already prepared plans 
for two new garden villages for Cape 
Coloureds in Cape Town, has launched a 
£1,000,000 building fund in a bid to alleviate 
the Union’s acute shortage of housing for 
both Europeans and non-Europeans. 

Industry and the public are invited to sub- 
scribe by taking up debenture shares bear- 
ing 44 per cent. interest. Servitas hopes to 
start building operations early this year on 
the erection of more than 1,000 houses for 
Cape Coloured families in Cape Town. It is 
also planning a garden village for the Cape 
Coloured community in Somerset West. 

If the housing requirements of all sections 
of Durban’s population over the next 10 
years are to be met, the Government would 
have to contribute £57.125,000 in the form 
of a loan towards the costs, according to an 
estimate prepared by Mr. Ernest Green, the 
City Treasurer. 


The Government’s contribution would be 
made up as follows: £24.000.000 for 8.000 
European houses; £18,750,000 for 15,000 
Indian houses; £9,000,000 for 18,000 native 
houses, plus £2,750,000 for 27,500 beds; and 
£2,625,000 for 1,750 houses for coloured 
people. 

JOHANNESBURG CiTy COUNCIL has applied 
to the National Housing and Planning Com- 
mission for a-loan of £903,218 to finance the 
erection of 2,465 houses at Mofolo Town- 
ship, on the outskirts of the city. The 
scheme will include 615 detached houses. 
1,030 semi-detached dwellings, 802 row 
houses and 18 traders’ units. 


Shortage of Apprentices 


THE NUMBER OF APPRENTICES in the build- 
ing trade was dwindling to such an extent in 
the Union that there would soon be an 
alarming shortage of skilled Europeans in the 
industry, Mr. P. STRACHAN, Deputy-Divi- 
sional Inspector of Labour for the Wit- 
watersrand, recently told members of the 
Vereeniging Juvenile Affairs Board. 

Mr. Strachan explained a number of 
recent amendments to the Apprenticeship 
Act designed to induce youths to become 
apprentices and to qualify as early as pos- 
sible. One of the most important of these 
amendments would enable apprentices to 
undergo periodic tests at the end of the first, 
second, third and fourth years. If the 
apprentice passed his trade test at the end of 
his fourth year he would immediately be- 
come a journeyman and would not need to 
serve his fifth year. 


Research on Bricklaying 


THIRTY PER CENT. of a Furopean brick- 
layer’s day on municipal native housing 
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schemes is non-productive, according to the 
National Building Research Institute of the 
Council for Scientific and Industrial 
Research. 

Time-studies of the work of 14 European 
bricklayers employed at a Vereeniging 
housing scheme, made by investigators over 
a period of 18 months, revealed that more 
than 11 per cent., or nearly 56 minutes, of the 
artisan’s working day is lost through late 
starts in the morning, prolonged breaks dur- 
ing the day, and finishing up before time. 
Time lost in waiting for materials, etc., 
varied from 4.4 per cent. to 16.6 per cent. 

The investigation was carried out with the 
financial support of the Chapter of Quantity 
Surveyors and with the assistance of the 
municipality of Vereeniging, which is build- 
ing large numbers of houses at its Sharpe 
Native Township. 


Building Industry’s Stability 


ACCORDING to the annual report of the exe- 
cutive committee of the National Federation 
of Building Trade Employers in South 
Africa, the building industry during the past 
year has been reasonably free from material 
scarcities and labour disputes, this for the 
first time since the war. The report says 
that the reduced building programme was 
‘probably the greatest single contributory fac- 
tor towards “this new stability.” 


Cement for Korea 


SouTH AFRICA is contributing more than 
42,000 tons of cement worth £160,000, 
towards the rehabilitation and rebuilding of 
Korea. The order for the cement came from 
UNO and is being executed by three Rand 
cement manufacturers. 


New Buildings 


THE NEW FOURTEEN-STOREYED Trafalgar 
Court in Salisbury, which will be the tallest 
building in Rhodesia, will be partly occupied 
by the Federal Government, which plans an 
education department on the first and second 
floors, and other departments elsewhere. 

The architects of this £600,000 building, 
which is taking two-and-a-half years to build, 
are Ross Mackenzie, van Heerden and Hart- 
ford. The builders are N. Jamieson, Ltd. 

Work has started on the construction of a 
10-storey block of luxury flats to be known 
as San Remo, on the Marine Parade, 
Durban. 


The building, which will cost in the region 
of £140,000, will contain 51 two- three- and 
four-roomed flats, with separate garages and 
native servant accommodation. 

It is expected that the flats will be ready 
for occupation in January, 1955. 

Nearly £500,000 is being spent on provid- 
ing a Royal Technical College building in 
Nairobi. Designed by the Kenya Public 
Works Department it is intended ultimately 
to accommodate 1,000 residential students, 
with an additional number of day students. 
It is hoped that the college will be ready to 
operate by the middle of 1955. 

Another big project for Kenya, costing 
£500,000, is a new hospital for Africans in 
Mombasa. 

Tenders will be invited in May for the 
erection of a £377,000 six-storey building 
to house the Population Register Bureau in 
Pretoria. 

Provision has been made for a recreation- 
room and reading-room linked with a pergola 
to form an open terrace on the roof. All 
the machine-rooms will be lined with acoustic 
tiles to absorb the sound of the machines. 
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Sunday Overtime 


BRECAUSE they fear that Glasgow may 

entice their building labour away, local 
authorities in the West of Scotland are not 
prepared to support Greenock Town Council 
in their fight to ban Sunday work on housing 
schemes. 

Greenock imposed such a ban a few 
months ago and asked other local authorities 
to follow their lead. A conference convened 
by the Greenock Council at Greenock on 
January 20 was attended by representatives 
of Renfrewshire and Dunbartonshire County 
Councils and the Town Councils of Paisley, 
Clydebank, Dumbarton, Barrhead, John- 
stone and Port Glasgow. 

Most of them expressed sympathy with 
Greenock’s views, but felt that Glasgow 
would continue to encourage Sunday over- 
time and therefore the smaller authorities 
would be afraid to impose any ban in case 
their labour was attracted to the city by the 
prospect of higher wages. 

After the. conference, which was held in 
private, Greenock housing convener, CouN- 
CILLOR JOHN REID, said that Greenock would 
not permit Sunday working. They had 
found that Sunday overtime at double-time 
was adding an average of £35 to the cost of 
every house they built. 


Dunstaffnage Houses 


THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH for Scotland 
have decided not to allocate any more of the 
existing temporary houses at Dunstaffnage, 
near Oban, which were originally built for 
Admiralty workers and where 400 civilian 
families are now housed. The houses, as 
they become vacant, are to be demolished 
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LL, 
SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


(OLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 1, 1954 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 


including the islands of Orkney, Shetland 
etc. 

Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s..7$d.; Labourers, 3s, 24, 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 

Year Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours. 

5. 
Ist 25 39 104 
2nd 334 33 2 
3rd 50 79 9 
4th 4 .. 66% 106 4 
5th 75 119 74 


For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of 
probationary period) ae ee 
Operatives on labouring operations 


(at 
end of probationary period) ny 











or at least made uninhabitable. A new 
village of permanent houses, with a church 
and a school, is to be built on the site. 


New Brick Works 


THE PROPOSAL to form a new company 
with a capital of £70,000 to operate a 
modern brick works at Brora in Sutherland 
has received sufficient support to justify pro- 
ceeding with the scheme. Sir David Robert- 
son, MP, who sponsored the project has 
indicated that the required £70.000 has been 
reached. The quality of clay available is 
understood to be of a very satisfactory 
quality and equal to that available in other 
areas. The proximity of the coal mining 
activities will ensure coal immediately on the 
site, absence of freight charges, and lower 
costs than would apply elsewhere. At pre- 
sent bricks used in Highland construction 
have to be brought in by rail, road or sea 
at a considerable extra cost because of the 
extra freight charges which have applied 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Bishopbriggs.—Lanarkshire CC has scheme in hand 
for new fire station and houses to be erected at Park 
rd. Plans to be prepared by Samuel MacColl (A), 
County-bldgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for the RC Archdiocese 
of Glasgow, for alterations and additions at Old Dal- 
marnock-rd. and Savoy-st., Bridgeton, for which the 
architects are Gillespie, Kidd & Coia (A), Wellington 
chbrs., Waterloo-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for reconstruction scheme 
with additions, etc., for Johnston & Phillips, Ltd., to 
be carried out at 50, Berkeley-st. and 55, Berkeley: 
terrace-la. The architects are A. Buchanan Campbell, 
128, Elderslie-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their architects for 
alterations and additions to their property at Temple 
rd., which are to be carried out for The Temp! 
Unionist Association, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for the Maukir- 
field Garage Co., Maukinfield-rd., for new garage, 
transformer house, at the Edinburgh-rd. The archi 
tects are Gavin Paterson & Son (F&A), 6, Cadzow-t.. 
Hamilton. 

Glenavon.—Lanarkshire CC to have a new poli 
station, offices and houses erected at Glenmavis-rd, 
for which plans are to be prepared by Samuel MacCol 
(A), County-bldgs, Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 


Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for new hous 
for John Kirby, Blantyre, which are to be erected @ 
Craighead, Blantyre. The architects are Gavin Pater 
son & Son (F&A), 6, Cadzow-st., Hamilton. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared for extensions at th 
Cathcart Electricity Station, Muirend-rd., Clarkstot- 
rd., by the architects of the South West of Scotland 
Electricity Board, Lanarkshire Sub-Area, 137, Almad® 
st., Hamilton West. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for_new sawmill build: 
ings which will be erected on a Fernigare site. J 
architects and quantity surveyors are Frederick: Smift 
& Partners (F), FRICS, 4, Regent-st., Hamilton. 

Mount Vernon.—Plans in hand for The_ British 
Transport Commission’s new Lanarkshire offices, ? 
be erected on the London-rd., for which the architec 
is J. B. Baxter, 11, Bothwell-st., Glasgow 

Muirhead.—Lanarkshire CC to have new hows 
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erected at Lorn-ave., for which plans are to be pre- 
pared by Samuel MacColl (A), County-bldgs., Beck- 
ford-st., Hamilton West. 
Shawburn.—Pians to be prepared for a new 
Lanarkshire police station, for which the architect is 
William Watt (F), County Offices, Albert-st., Mother- 
well-Wishaw. wee 

Shetland.—EC have approved a building programme 
ghich includes the erection of a modern infant school 






The Builder . 


Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
jound in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
uc advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
adagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
aame and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


FEBRUARY 2. 
Cardiff City ©C.—County secondary school for 
girls, Heol Hir. E. R. Budgen & Ptnrs.. 95-57, St. 
Mary-st. 


Grimsby CBC.—20 houses at Nunsthorpe estate. 


with paths, sewers, etc. BE&S. Dep. £2. 
*tHastings CBC.—Shops, flats and maisonettes. 
BE, 37, Wellington-sq. Dep. £5 Ss 


FEBRUARY 3. 
*tIsle of Ely CC.—New girls’ high school. 
ham-td. schools site, Ely. County A, March. 
44s. Tenders by February 26. 
FEBRUARY 5. 
*tIpswich CBC.—110 houses, Chantry estate, 2a. 
BE&S, 19, Tower-st. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by 
March 11. 


Down- 
Dep. 


FEBRUARY 6. 
“Essex CC.—Hutted classrooms, Chipping Ongar 


scondary school and Epping St. John’s C of F 
secondary school. H. Conolly (F), County A, Chelms- 
ford. 

*tEssex CC.—Hutted classrooms. Burnham-on- 
Crouch County primary school. H. Conolly (F> 


County A, Chelmsford. 

“Essex CC.—Hutted classrooms, Rayleigh County 
ad school, H. Conolly (F), County A, Chelms- 
ord. 

‘Isle of Ely CC.—Conversion to special schoo!, Wil- 
burton Manor. County A, March. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tIsle of Ely CC.—Classroom, Outwell Beaupre 
school County A, March. Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 8. 

‘Birmingham City C.—90 flats, Rupert-st., Duddes- 
ton and Nechells redevelopment area. City A. Dep 
222s. Tenders by March 11. 

*Dudley _CBC.—Four houses with flats over, High- 
i, Woodside. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
March 1. 

FEBRUARY 9. 
"Grimsby CBC.—New school, King Edward VI 


Grammar School for Girls. J. V. Oldfield. BE&S. 
Dep. £5 

FEBRUARY 10. 
‘Northampton Grammar (Town and _ County) 
School Joint Education Committee.—Gymnasium. 
G. E. Churchill and H. A. Skerrett, Joint Clerks. 
Billing-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 11. 
‘Caterham & Warlingham UDC.—14 houses. Ham- 
sy Green estate, Warlingham. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
“Salford City C.—Conveniences, West Worsley-st. 
Ciy E. Dep. £1 Its. 

FEBRUARY 13. 
*tPortsmouth City C.—S1 flats, Paulsgrove. City A. 
Dep. £3 3s. 


‘Southampton CBC.—New 
(Middle-rd.) secondary girls’ school. 
Tenders by March 15. 

FEBRUARY 15. 

Beckenham TC.—Four houses at the corner of 
Ravenscroft-rd. and Pelham-rd. BE&S, Town Hail, 
Beckenham, Dep. £2. 
quire RDC.—20 prefabricated concrete garages at 
istre-rd., Boreham Wood. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
‘Tonbridge UDC.—Conveniences, Priory-rd. E&S. 
Dep. £3 3s, 


annexe, 
Ee. 


Sholing 
Dep. £1. 


an althamstow BC.—Conversion of 30, Howard-rd., 
7, into 2 flats. Boro’ A, E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
‘Woking UDC.—34 houses, Barnsbury Farm estate. 
P. Tame, E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


_FUTURE CONS 





THE BUILDER 


at Lerwick, two new schools and schoolhouses at 
Olnafirth and Firth, additional accommodation at the 
Anderson Educational Institute at Lerwick, and also 
at Sandwick School, and a schoolhouse and class- 
rooms at Scalloway. 

Uddingston.—Plans in hand for Lanarkshire offices 
for The National Coal Board, to be erected at the 
Gas Works. Plans by the NCB architects, 36, Robert- 
son-st., Glasgow. 





TRUCTION. 
FEBRUARY 17. 
*Wallasey CBC.—Conveniences, Maddock-rd 
A. Dep. £1 Is 
FEBRUARY 18. 
*Luton BC.—Four shops with flats over, Yeovil-rd. 
BE. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 19. 
*Durham CC.—Ambulance depot, Winlaton. G. R 
Clayton (F), County A, Durham. 
FEBRUARY 20. 
*East Grinstead UDC.—38 houses, Blackwell 
estate. B. J. Cornelius, S. Dep. £5 Ss 
FEBRUARY 22. 


Additions, Kennington school. near 
Parkside-rd., Read- 





Boro’ 


Farm 


*Berkshire CC. 
Oxford. County A, Wilton House, 
ing. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Oswestry BC.—76 


houses, Middleton-rd. J. [ 
Taylor, BE. 5 


Dep. £2 2s 


*West Riding CC.—Additional cloakroom = and 
changing accommodation, Aireborough grammar 
school. County A, “* Bishopgarth,’’ Westfield-rd.. 


Wakefield. Dep. £1 Is 


FERRUARY 24. 


*East Retford RDC.—37 houses, Ranskill. Archi- 
tect, Council Offices, 40, Grove-st. Dep. £5 Ss. 
*Gunnersbury Park Joint Committee.—Conversion 
work at large mansion and alterations, etc., to lava- 
tories and conservatory. S. W_ Slight, BE, Town 
Hall, Acton, W3 
FEBRUARY 26. 
*Blackpool CBC.—Marton secondary modern school 
BS. Dep. £2. 
FEBRUARY 27. 
*Ross and Cromarty CC.—New secondary school, 
Stornoway. County A, Dingwall. 
*Walton and Weybridge UDC.—22 houses, Sunny- 
side estate. E&S. 
MARCH 6. 
*Lindsey CC.—Fire and ambulance station, Gains- 


borough. County A, Lincoln. 
MARCH 8. 
*Chester RDC.—28 houses, Christleton. T. C. R 
Eaton (A), architect, 16. White Friars. Dep. £3 3s 


NO DATE. 
*N.E. Met. Reg. Hosp. Board.—Two occupational 
therapy blocks. South Ockendon hospital. Sec., Ila, 
Portland-pl., WI. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
FEBRUARY 2. 
*+Southampton CBC.—Alterations, repairs 
internal redecorations, Burgess-rd. library. Boro’ 
Dep. £1. Tenders by February 16. 


and 
A. 
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SCAFFOLD 


| FITTINGS | 


Swivels, Doubles and Putlog Couplers, 
Joint Pins, Putlog Ends, Adjustable and 
Standard Base Plates, etc. For normal 
scaffold tube to B.S.S.1139. 
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FEBRUARY 5. 
Colne Valley UDC.—Council’s S (Material®. 
FEBRUARY 6. 


Andover BC.—BS (Materials). 

*tLeeds Reg. Hosp. Board.—(a) Heating and ven- 
tilation services and (b) electrical services, Hull Royal 
Infirmary, Sutton-upon-Hull. Architect to the Board, 
Park Parade, Harrogate. Dep. £2 2s. each. Tenders 


by March 10. 
FEBRUARY lI1. 
Metropolitan Water Board.—Chief Engineer, New 
River Head, Rosebery-ave, ECl. (Materials.) 
Staffordshire CC.—County S (Materials). 
FEBRUARY 12. 
Bangor City C.—City S (Materials). 
FEBRUARY 13. 
Altrincham BC.—BS (Materials). 
Ashford (Kent) UDC.—S (Materials). 
Huddersfield CBC.—BE&S (Materials). 
FEBRUARY 15. 
Atherton UDC.—S (Materials). 
Barnsley CBC.—BE&S (Materials). 
Esher UDC.—E&S (Materials). 
Ramsbottom UDC.—E&S (Materials). 
Shrewsbury BC.—BS (Materials). 
Sunbury-on-Thames UDC.—E&S (Materials). 
FEBRUARY 16. 
Cowes UDC.—S (Materials). 
Poole BC.—BE&S (Materials). 
Widnes BC.—BE&S (Materials). 
FEBRUARY 20. 
Macclesfield BC.—BE (Materials). 
Northumberland CC.—-County S (Materials). 
FEBRUARY 22. 
Bedlingtonshire UDC.—E&S (Materials). 
FEBRUARY 24. 
Deptford BC.—BE (Materials). 
FEBRUARY 27. 
*Brighton CBC.—New lift. town hall. 
King’s-rd., Brighton. 


BE&S, 26-30, 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
FEBRUARY 5. 


+ Witney RDC.—Comprehensive water supply 
scheme, W22 contract No. Xl. Howard Humphreys 


& Sons, engineers. 91. Victoria-st.. Westminster, SWI. 
Tenders by February 15. Dep. £3 3s. 
FEBRUARY 8. 

‘Southam RDC.—Laying of water mains. construc- 
tion of water tower and reservoir. W. H. Bateman & 
Ptnrs., Chesterfield House. Batheaston. Bath. Dep. 
£3 Tenders by March 8. 

FEBRUARY 12. 

Bromley BC.—Tar dressing of 100,000 sq. yds. of 

roads within the Borough. BE, Municipal Offices. 


Bromley. Kent. 
FEBRUARY 13. 
Swaffham RDC.—Sewers. filters. tank and altera- 
tion to pumping station at Mundford. E. Briscoe, 4. 
Eastbourne-pl., Prince of Wales-rd.. Norwich. Dep 


£3 3s 
FEBRUARY 15. 

Hornchurch UDC.—About 2,775 yds. surface water 
sewer. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Nottingham City C.—R.c. 
capacity. at Papplewick. B. 
Water Department. Castle Boulevard. Dep. £5 5s. 

West Suffolk CC.—Bridge over Lea Brook at 
Freckenham. and demolition of old bridge. County S. 
Bury St. Edmunds. Dep. £3 

FEBRUARY 16. 

Bradfield RDC.—About 1.700 sewer, treatment 
works, access road, fencing, etc., at Upper Bucklebury. 
J. Taylor & Sons, engineers, Artillery House, Artillerv- 
row, Westminster. SWI. Dep. £5. 

FEBRUARY 17. 

Falmouth BC.—Construction of covered r.c. filtered 
water reservoir at the College Works of Im. gall 
capacity. Rofe and Raffety, engineers, 3, Victoria-st 
Westminster, SW1. Dep. £2 2s. 

Ossett BC.—Site preparation at Westfield site. 

FEBRUARY 19. 

Llanfyllin RDC.-—-About 1.900 yds. water main, etc.. 
at Meifod. A. Waters, MICE, 25, Temple-row, Bir- 
mingham 2. Dep. £3 3s. 

FEBRUARY 20. 

Oxfordshire CC.—Surface dressing of county roads 

for 1954/55. County S, 8, New-rd., Oxford. 
FEBRUARY 23. 

*Epping UDC.—Roads and sewers, Coronation Hill 

estate. S. Dep. £2 2s. 


3s. 


reservoir. 2m. gallons 
Davies. E & Gen. Megr., 


BS 


MARCH 1. 

Aldridge UDC.—Sewers and basic roadworks at 
Redhouse Farm housing estate. >. Andreasen, 
AMICE, Daw End. Rushall, Walsall. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Wrexham BC.—Roads and sewers, Rhosenessney 
estate; footpath, Deva-way; community _ centres, 
Queen’s Park: Acton Park and Holt-rd. BE&S, 31, 


Chester-st. Dep. £1 is. each. 
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GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Bermondsey.—CLEARANCE AREAS.—BC_ is recom- 
mended to declare the land and properties of Nos. 
39 and 43-59 (odd), Cherry Garden-st., and No. 41, 
Cherry Garden-st., as Cherry Garden-st. No. 1 Clear- 
ance Area; and the land and properties of Nos. 63-71 
(odd), Cherry Garden-st., as Cherry Garden-st. No. 2 
Clearance Area. 

Bermondsey.—F.iats.—Revised layout plans _pre- 
pared by Stock, Page, & Stock, FF.RIBA, 96, Pitfield- 
st., Nl, have been approved by BC. They provide 
for the erection on Raymouth-rd. site (site No. 17a) 
of a single Y-shaped block comprising 77 flats. 

Enfield.—CoNVERSION.—Middlesex CC propose to 
adapt Old Park Farm, comprising house, two cottages 
and about 6} acres of land, as a club house for the 
Golf Course, at estimated cost £6,500. 

Hammersmith.—ApPoiINrtMENT.—H. T. Cadbury- 
Brown, ARIBA, 17, Clarges-st., W1, has appointed 
Elliott and Hennessey, 15, Upper Grosvenor-st., W1, 
as structural engineers in connection with the erection 
of flats on the Albion-gdns. site. 

Hendon.—SITE ACQUISITION.—The compulsory 
acquisition of about 20.87 acres of land at Moat Farm 
Estate for the erection of a new secondary school is 
recommended for Middlesex CC’s approval. Also 
the enlargement of the Technical College with 
adaptations to provide laboratories, lecture theatre, 
five classrooms, drawing offices, stores, etc., at esti- 
mated cost £54,000. Recommendations are also made 
for the erection of the Southgate, Eversley (Prince 
George-ave.) Junior School at an estimated cost of 
£48,985. 

Lambeth.—APppoiINTMENTS.—Hsg. Com. recommend 
the appointment of H. Moncrieff, FRIBA, AMTPI, 
of Co-operative Planning, Ltd., 73B, South Side, 
Clapham Common, SW4, as architect, and A. Boxall 
and Partners, 7, Queen Anne’s Gate, SWI, as 
quantity surveyors in connection with the develop- 
ment of site No. 5, Opal-st. 

Lambeth.—DeEveELOPMENT.—Approval has been given 
by Hsg. Com. to the development of site No. 61, 
comprising No. 1, Guildford-rd., and Nos. 55-58 
(cons.), Thorne-rd., by the erection of nine flats. 

Shoreditch.—SiteEs ACQuisiITION.—Hsg. Com. recom- 
mend the acquisition for housing purposes of the sites 
of Nos. 8, 10 and 12, Felton-st.; Nos. 39-41, Hyde- 
td.; Nos. 68 and 69, Britannia-walk; No. 98, 
Whiston-rd.; Nos. 78-80, Pitfield-st.; and the Whiston- 
rd. (No. 3) area. They also recommend the acquisi- 
tion of the site bounded by Witchampton-st., Cropley- 
st., Wenlock-st., and Charmouth-st., that bounded 
by Shaftesbury-st., Cropley-st., Witchampton-st. and 
Charmouth-st.; and that bounded by Shaftesbury-st., 
Charmouth-st., Wenlock-st. and the Drill Hall, for 
the further development of the Wenlock Barn Estate. 
MBC are also recommended to acquire further lands 
for the development of the Hobbs-pl. area; the 
Geffrye Estate; the Queensbridge-rd./Livermere-rd. 
area; the Stonebridge Estate; the Crondall-st. area; 
the Regents-row area; and the Windsor-terrace area. 

Stoke Newington.—APpPpoiINrMENT.—The = appoint- 
ment of Howes and Jackman. 1, Verulam-bldgs., 
Gray’s Inn, WC1, as the council’s architects for the 
scheme providing for the erection of 52 dwellings on 
the site comprising the Bethune-rd. temporary housing 
site and No. 58, Bethune-rd.. has been recommended 
by Hsg. Com., together with the appointment of 
E. C. Harris and Partners, 3, Bedford-sq., WC1, as 
quantity surveyors for the scheme. 

Stoke Newington.—FLats and MAISONETTES.—The 
erection of 35 flats and 24 maisonettes on an exten- 
sion ef Portland-rise housing estate has been 
approved by Hsg. Com. 

Stoke Newington.—Dwe tiincs.—Hsg. Com. pro- 
pose the erection of 20 flats on the site of Nos. 40- 
52 (even), Spenser-gr., adjoining land, and 21-31 (odd), 
Shakespeare-walk; also the erection of 24 maisonettes 
on the site of Nos. 19-37 (odd), Spenser-gr., and Nos. 
8-26 (even), Cowper-rd. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Accrington.—TC propose substantial improvements 
to Fish Market. 

Aldridge.—UDC to prepare plans for public hall. 

Bebington.—BC propose erection of branch library 
at Higher Bebington. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—UDC invited Wimpey & Co., 
Orchard House, Newcastle-on-Tyne, to submit tender 
for erection of 100 ‘* No Fines ”’ houses. 

Birkenhead.—BC to prepare plans for 150 houses at 
Overchurch estate; 32 at Prenton Dell; 12 at Abbey 
Buildings; and 11 on various small sites.—To prepare 
sketch plans for erection of additional office accommo- 
dation at Laird-st. depot.—To issue licence to Williams 
& Williams, Ltd., Birkenhead, for erection of eight 
houses at Heatherfield estate, Thingwall.—Approved 
layout for new factory at Corporation-rd., for North- 
Western Industrial Estates, Ltd., Derby House, Ex- 
change-bldgs., Liverpool. 

Birmingham.—TC propose erection of 12 shops at 
Rednal estate, 20 at Curdale-rd., four at Adams Hill, 
eight at Wood-la (all at Bartley Green estate) and five 
on Turves Green estate. Plans by City E. 

Blackburn.—TC to lease site in centre of Shadworth 
estate to Duttons Blackburn Brewery Co., Ltd., for 
erection of licensed premises, site at Roman-rd., 
Higher Croft estate, to Thwaites, and site at Sunny 
Bower to Matthew Brown & Co., for new public- 
houses. : 

Blackpool.—TC to invite tenders for erection of 
eight shops and nine maisonettes over at Mereside 
estate.—Plans submitted to TC: 92 houses at Riving- 


THE BUILDER 





“THE BUILDER” PRICES 


BRASS AND COPPER TUBES 
The Brass and Copper Tube Association has 
announced the following revised basis prices 
as from midnight, January 22:— 


Increased by Basic price 


per lb. per lb. 
Copper tubes aC = 4d. 264d. 
Brass tubes a sci id. 214d. 
Brazed brass tubes ae id. 33id 
Drawn brass strip sections #d. 314d. 
Copper-nickel tubes 70/30 d. 343d. 


The basis price for brass tubes applies to both 
round and shaped solid drawn tubes. 











ton-ave., Everest-dr., Hillary-ave. and Gregory-ave., 
for Matthews & Turner, Ltd., Rivington-ave., Black- 
pool; seven houses at east side of North-dr., for T. 
Walsh & Sons, Ltd., 233, Highfield-rd.—New build- 
ing for the manufacture of sugar confectionery for 
Daintee Chocolate Confectionery Co. (Blackpool), 
Ltd., Clifton-rd. 

Caernarvon.—TC approved plans, new works at 
Balaclava-rd.. for Thomas & Evans, Ltd., Porth 
Rhondda. Shops and flat at Pool Side, for W. I. 
Roberts & Son. 

Carlisle-—TC received notification from MoW that 
scheme for erection of government buildings at George- 
st. will commence next year. 

Carlisle.—Provision of an eye theatre at Cumber- 
land Infirmary being considered by Newcastle Reg. 
Hospital Brd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. Board’s Chief A, 
P. H. Knighton, MBE, ARIBA. 

Chester.—District Hospital Management propose 
new outpatients’ dept. at Chester Royal Infirmary, 
£20/30,000 est. 

Clay Cross.—Welland Manufacturing Co., Ltd., 
Leicester, to take over and convert Buck Hotel as 
new factory. 

Darlington.—EC to appropriate 37 acres of land as 
site for proposed Haughton sec. mod. tech. scks.— 
TC received loan sanction £18,843 for erection of 14 
houses at Firth Moor; loan sanction sought for £91,324 
for erection of 28 houses at Firth Moor and 40 on 
Branksome estate; £48,165 for erection of proposed 
Firth Moor cty., prim. sch.—Min. granted planning 
permission to C. M. Varley & Co., Ltd., Tubwell- 
row. Darlington, for erection of offices at Four Riggs, 
Darlington.—Plans approved for four houses in Bay- 
dale-rd., for Bussey & Armstrong, builders, Brink- 
burn-rd., Darlington.—Darlington Industrial & Co- 
ov. Soc. to carry out alterations to shop premises in 
North-rd. 

Dudley.—TC seek approval for layout of 170 houses 
at the Sledmere estate. 

Durham.—CC to let contracts for alterations to 
Billingham library, and alterations to Heighington Red- 
worth Hall proposed special sch. Plans by Cty. A, 
Court-la., Durham. 

Durham.—MoE asked by CC to include following 
in 1954-55 building programme:—South Stanley cty. 
inf. sch., Felling Wardley cty, inf. sch., and Trimdon 
Village cty. inf. sch. Cty. A, G. R. Clayton, Court- 
la.. Durham. 

Eastry.—RDC recommended issue of licence for 
building of club and institute with living accommoda- 
tion for a steward, for the Snowdown Working Men's 
Club, amount £15.000. 

Eccles.—BC propose new hostel for aged persons 
(50) at Half Edze-la.—To prepare plans for adapta- 
tion of 14/16, Abbey-gr., as civil defence HQ. 

Eston.—UDC seek loan sanction for £134.900 for 
erection of 102 houses at Redcar-rd. East (builders, 
G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Newcastle-on-Tyne). Loan 
sanction received by UDC for £26,319 for erection of 
22 bungalows on Redcar-rd. East site. 
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Gateshead.—Boro’ Ed. Com. to proceed with exte. 
sions to Leam-la. sch. G. F. Winters, Boro’ A. 

Gateshead.—North-Eastern Trading Es:ates, Team 
Valley, Gateshead, propose to build canteen on Bede 
Trading Estate, Jarrow, cost £17,000. 

Halesowen.—TC to sell site at Hasbury Farm esta 
to Rev. P. Blakiston, for new church. 

Haltwhistle.—RDC received Min. consent to acquire 
land compulsorily at Gilsland for proposed housing 
scheme. . 

Heanor.—UDC to erect 40 traditional and 50 nop. 
traditional houses at Loscoe and Godkin estate 
approved plans, general engineering workshop at Burnt 
House-rd., for Lomax, 437, Nottingham.rg, 
Chaddesden. 

Hornsea (Yorks).—Min. of Ed. agreed to inclusion 
of two-form entry sch. for Hornsea being included ip 
1954-55 building programme, and tas allowed Fay 
Riding CC to spend £100,000 on the sch. 

Houghton-le-Spring.—UDC (Durham) to 
land for 252 houses. Plans by S. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—North-Eastern Trading 
Ltd., Gateshead, to construct £17,000 canteen op 
Bede Trading Estate, Project still in early stages, 

Keighley.—TC to invite tenders for erection of 9 
houses at Braithwaite estate; to sell site at junction 
West-la./Braithwaite-rd., Braithwaite estate, to Cok 
Auth, for erection of new church. 

Leigh.—TC to commence shortly on stage one, 
£10,500, est., of mew bus stn. Complete scheme ip 
six stages. 

Liverpool.—Corpn. Hsg. Com. approved layout of 
new estate of Lee Park, Childwall Valley, Liverpool, 
on which it is intended to build 1,075 dwellings ang 
16 shops on approximately 74 acres of land.—Hsg 
Com. recommend City C to lease sites to brewers op 
new housing estates. 





acquire 


Estates, 


Longbenton (Northumberland). — Newcastle 
Breweries, Ltd., Haymarket, Newcastle-on-Tyne, to 
construct licensed premises on Avondale Estate, 
Forest Hall. 


Macclesfield.—Eric Britton & Co., Ltd., propose 
erection of factory off Jackson-la., Kerridge. 

Margate.—TP Com. given permission to H. J. D, 
Fuller for building 28 houses on land fronting Canter 
bury-rd. and St. James Park-rd., Margate: and to 
Fairlands, Ltd., for 44 houses (including 18 bunga- 
lows) on land adjoining Linksfield-rd., Westgate. 

Middlesbrouzgh.—TC to carry out extensions to 
Acklam Cemetery at £20,500. BE, J. A. Kenyon. 

Middlesbrough.—Tenders will be obtained nen 
month by EC for erection of £180,000 Longlands 
County College. Plans by Ed. A. Quantity surveyors, 
Z. Allen & Hill, Tankerville-ter., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

Middlesbrough.—Plans to be submitted to TC for 
£40,000 scheme for converting premises in Marton-rd 
into Merchant Navy hotel, for Merchant Navy Welfare 
Brd. Architects, Kitching & Co., 21, Albert-rd., 
Middlesbrough. 

Middlesbrough.—Layout plans in hand for erection 
of small houses or bungalows on land on Thorntree 
estate, near site of proposed o!d people’s hostel, for 
Te 


Middleton.—BC approved plans, eight houses at 
Rhos-ave., for James Saxon & Son, 648, Wilmslow-rd., 
Didsbury, Manchester. 

Middleton.—BC received allocation of 60 houses for 
1954. 


Neston.—UDC to erect 57 houses to complete Liver- 
pool-rd./Raby-rd. estate. 

Newburn-on-Tyne.—John Rowell & Son, Hi'gh-st., 
Gateshead, applying to licensing magistrates for per- 
mission to build an hotel near the Cloe, Newburn. 

Newcastle.—RDC seek loan £32,770 for erection of 
houses at Madeley Moss. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Alterations for warehouse pro- 
posed in Blenheim-st., for W Cole & Son. Archi- 
tects, Wilson & Wilson, Gallowgate, Newcastle.— 
Newcastle Breweries, Ltd., Haymarket, seek permis 
sion from licensing magistrates to erect hotel in Sack- 
ville-rd., Newcastle.—City C received loan sanction for 
£29,400 for old people’s home at Kenton Hall.— 
Wilson & Wilson, St. Andrew’s-bldgs., Gal'owgate, 
are architects for conversion of premises in Blenheim- 
st. into a warehouse for W. H. Cole & Son.—London 
Newcastle Supply Stores, Ltd., 9, Grainger-st., to 
build store. Architect, J. L. Sherwood, 226, Park 
view, Whitley Bay.—R. T. James & Partners, 1, St. 
Nicholas-b!dgs., architects for offices in Clavering-pl. 
and Tuthill Stairs. , 

Northwich.—Chestire Conegrevational Union propose 
erection of church at Cuddington estate. 

Richmond (Yorks).—RDC to build 22 houses at 
Catterick: 12 at Melsenby; and six at Gilling. Plans 
by S, J. T. Powell. ; 

Ripley.—Geo. Cooper, Builders (Nottingham), Ltd., 
propose 26 houses at Dannah-st./Lyncroft-ave. area. 

Rowley Regis.—TC to lease site at Britannia Park 
to Sons of Rest Organisation for erection of building 

Runcorn.—UDC approved plans for erection. of 
canteen at Rocksavage Works, for ICI, Ltd.—Receive¢ 
allocation of 150 houses in 1954. : 

Sale.—Div. Ed. Executive approved erection of RC 
sch. at Woodheys. . 

Salford.—TC received permission to erect 107 dwell- 
ings in 1954. 

Scarborouzh.—RDC propose new housing scheme at 
Station-rd., West Ayton. i 

Scarborough.—TC propose erection of further 24 
houses at Eastfield, £390,000 est.—BE to_ prepare 
scheme for building of chapel at Woodlands Cemetery 
to include crematorium. 

Scarborough.—Almshouses in Hoxton-rd. may be 
replaced by 10 dwellings at est. cost £11,500. Scheme 
approved by TP Com. ee 

South Shields.—Corp. granted transfer of — 
from Reg. Hospital Com. for conversion into ag 
persons’ hostel. Plans by BE, J. Reid : 

Stockport.—EC approved preliminary plans for st. 
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mod. sch. at north of Buckingham-rd., Heaton Chapel. 
= programme provides for erection of 450 dwell- 


ae retford.—BC received allocation of 100 houses for 
1954.—Approved plans, offices and warehouse at Had- 
field-st. and Harold-st., for Tom Fairclough, Ltd.; 
bacon warehouse, offices and garages at 336/340, 
Chester-rd., for H. Beattie; production and storage 
en at Park-rd., Trafford Park, for Kellogg Co. of 
Gt. Britain, Ltd.; garage, office and stores at Chester- 
rd., Tratford- rd., for Dragon Motor Engineering Co., 
Ltd.; canteen and stores at Trafford Park-rd., for 
Parker (Ancoats), Ltd.; office extension at Third-ave. 
for Wm. Deacons Bank, Ltd. 

Sunderland.—TC received loan sanction for £61,336 
for erection of Hylton Red House inf. sch.; £332,494 
for erection of 277 houses at Grindon Village. —TC to 
obtain tenders for first stage of £52,000 scheme for 
developments at Seaburn.—Plans by Boro’ A for sports 
pavilion at King George’s Playing Field approved.— 
G. T. Brown & Son, Fawcett-st., Sunderland, pre- 
pared plans for four houses at Priory-gr ., for Nord- 
strom & Nunn. 

Sunderland.—TC approached Ravenseft Properties, 
Ltd., London, to construct shopping centre on Hylton 
Red House estate. Centre will have frontage of 
460 ft. Company’ s architects, L. H. Fewster & 
Partners, 22, Conduit-st., WI. 

Thetford.—Scheme for expansion of Thetford, in 
conjunction with LCC approved by BC. Scheme in- 
volves total est. capital cost of £5,304,500, provides 
for erection of 2.950 houses. 

Tynemouth. —Plans prepared by BE, 16, Northum- 
berland:sq.. North Shields, for construction of crema- 
toriam at Preston Cemetery. 

Wallsend. —Newcastle Reg. Hospital Brd., 

‘ Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, proposes 
extensions to Wallsend Chest Clinic. 

Walsall.—BC approved in principle scheme for erec- 
tion of home for aged and infirm at Mossley Housing 
estate, £51,350 est.—Approved plans for inf. dept. at 
Gipsy-la. CP sch., £45,100 est. 

Walton (Derbys).—Parish Council approved erection 
of new building at Recreation Ground, Holymoorside, 
for Holymoorside Workingmen’s Institute. 

Warrington.—BC received approval for old people’s 
home at Orford, £37,256 est.—To erect 170 houses sn 
1954 





West Lancs.—RDC to erect 14 houses at Ince, 
Blundell, and 10 at Thornton. Also following under 
overspill scheme, 66 at Maghull and 14 at Aintree. 

Whitby.—Contract to be let shortly for proposed 
village hall at Fryup. A, E. C. P. Monson, Finsbury 
Pavement House, 120, Moorgate, London, EC2, 

Whitefield.—UDC to sell site to RC Authorities for 
erection of church. 

Winsford.—Plan for development of 90 acres of 
land between Geange-la. and Delamere-st.. for houses 
and schools approved in principle, by TPC. S, 
Heaton. 

Wordsley.—MoW granted licence to Labour Club 
for erection of club premises. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

€ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Accrington.—84 Gregory flats at Huncoat, 
*Gregory Construction Co., Ltd., £102,213. 

Barnard Castle.—Erection of eight old people’s 
houses with caretaker’s and nurse’s houses, at Cock- 
field, for RDC. Architect, J. Lawton, 45, Galgate, 
Barnard Castle: *R. C. Williamson, Ltd., Rowlands 
Gill, Co. Durham, £12,771. 

Birkenhead.—Adaptations to premises at 74 and 100, 
Bidston-rd., for BC: *Direct Labour. Erection of 
doctor’s house and surgery at Woodchurch estate: 
*Lloyd & Cross, Ltd., 68, Argyle-st. 

Blyth.—Erection of 128 aes for TC. BE, D. W. 
Foster: *Direct Labour, £162,717 

Cambridge.—Erection of 72 flats, for City C: *John 
Mowlem & Co., Ltd., £98,999. 

Chester.—Erection of the first instalment of the 
new building for the College of Further Education. 
*Thomas Warrington & Sons, Ltd., Ellesmere Port, 
£92,481. (Subject to MoE approval.) 

Cleator Moor (Cumberland).—actory additions for 
the Cumberland Paper Co. Architects, R. Ward & 
Partners, 33, St. George’s-dr., London, SWI: *John 
Laing & Sons, Dalston-rd., Cartisle. 

Darlington.—Erection of 40 houses on the Brank- 
some estate, for TC. Boro’ A, A. Tornbohm: 
*R. Blackett & Son, Bondgate, Darlington, £53,666. 

Dewsbury.—Erection of two-storey flats at Myrtle- 
rd. site, for TC: *Direct Labour. 

Eastry (Kent).—Erection of 32 sag at Aylesham, 
for RDC: *Richard Costain, Ltd., £42,980. 

Eston.—Frection of 40 houses the Lowfields 
estate and 16 on the Redcar-rd. East estate, for UDC 
Surveyor, N. C. Harrison: *Hudson Bros., Fidler-st., 
Middlesbrough. 

Eston.—Erection of 42 houses and 10 bungalows, by 
Private enterprise, in Normanby-rd., Normanby: 
*Balderson & Lee, South-ter., South Bank-on-Tees. 

Hackney.—Erection of eight dwellings on the site 


for TC: 


of Nos. 65-67, Cricklefield-rd. for BC. tW. Shurmur 
i Sons, Ltd., Riverside Works, Upper ‘Clapton, ES, 
3,266. 


Hebburn-on- Lg + ee of 190 houses on the 
Monkton-la. site, for UDC: hi Labour, £249,740. 
Lambeth.—Erection of 132 flats and 30 houses on 


site No. 26—Rosendale-rd. for. BC 
Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd. . £390,750 
J. Jarvis & Son, Ltd. 365,365 


Tersons, Ltd. . ; : “s 361,869 


THE BUILDER 


Rice & Son, Ltd. ei ; 355,123 
Wates, Ltd. 353,515 
The Unit Construction Co. a ‘Ltd. 351,742 
Gilbert-Ash, Ltd. a : 349,550 
Clarke Barton & Co., Ltd. os ; 346,204 
~M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Eta... .. 344,360 
Rowley Bros., Ltd. 342,157 


Lambeth. —Erection of 301 dwellings on Site No. 
—Hartington-rd. for BC. Rice & Son, Ltd., £644,836. 

Leamington Spa.—260 non-trad. houses at  Lilling- 
ton estate, for BC: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 
London. 

Leeds.—Erection of a new depot at Seacroft, for 
Danish Bacon Co., Ltd.: *John Laing & Son, Ltd., 
Dalston-rd., Carlisle. 

{iLondon (Air Ministry).—Contracts to 
£500 or over for week ended January 23:— 

Building Work: M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., 
812/822, Chesterfield-rd., Woodseats, Sheffield, 8; 
William Birch & Sons, Ltd., Spen-la., York: John 
Laing & Son, Ltd., Dalston-rd., Carlisle; Thomas 
Lowe & Sons, Ltd., Broadway-chbrs., Hammersmith, 
London, W6; Scottish Aviation, Ltd., Prestwick Air- 
port, Suse Surfacing Work: Tarmac, Ltd., 
Ettingshall, Wolverhampton. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts placed by 
the Eastern Region of British Railways:—Cleaning 
and painting of station buildings, goods depot, bridges 
at Sheffield Victoria station, etc. *R. Ridd & Son 
(Contractors), Ltd., 153, Billet-la., Hornchurch, Essex. 
Resiting of north signal box at level crossing, Coning- 
ton, *Wellerman Bros., Ltd., Dun-st., Sheffield, 3. 

LCC.—The undermentioned contracts exceeding 
£2,500 in value have been placed by LCC during the 
period January 4-18:—Construction of 16 blocks of 
flats and 10 houses on the Sydenham Hill site, 
Lewisham and Camberwell, *Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., 
Sidcup, £895,500. Construction of blocks Nos. 1, 
2, 3 and 4 of flats and other works on the Beaumont- 
sq. site, Stepney, *Halse & Sons, Ltd., Woolwich, 
£136,492. Repair and adaptation of stable blocks at 
Holland Park, Kensington, *L. E. Nunn, Ltd., £5,394. 

Construction of blocks 1 to 8 of flats, maisonettes 
and other work at the Upper Tulse Hill (North) estate, 
Lambeth, *Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., Sidcup, £157,782. 
Erection of staff lodge at Hainault Forest. *Hammond 
& Miles, Ltd., Ilford, £3,571. Construction of flats, 
maisonettes, houses and other work at Studholme 
Court, Finchley-rd., Hampstead, *Taylor, Woodrow 
Construction, Ltd., St. Marylebone, £122,362. Con- 
struction of blocks Nos. 29, 30 and 31 of flats, 
maisonettes, shops and other work at Ocean estate, 
Stepney, *Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham, £92,596. 

Construction of blocks of dwellings and other work 
at Loughborough estate, Lambeth, *Tersons, Ltd., 
Finchley, £391,980. Construction of blocks of flats 
and other work at Fayland estate (Aldrington-rd. site), 
Wandsworth, *Herbert Richardson & Sons, Ltd., 
Erith, Kent, £99,094. Construction of two blocks of 
flats, maisonettes, shops and other work at Elmington 
estate, Camberwell, *Rice & Son, Ltd., Lambeth, 
£177,283. 

Construction of block of flats and shops and other 
work at the Kennington Park estate extension, Lam- 
beth, *M. Howard (Mitcham), Ltd., £35,625. Re- 
instatement after war damage and alterations at John 
Donne prim. sch., Camberwell, *Kerridge (Cam- 
bridge), Ltd., £14,205. War damage and maintenance 


value of 
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repairs and redecoration of the bungalow building at 
Rathfern prim. sch. (Lewisham West), *Colby & May, 


Ltd., £9,181. 
{London (MOW).—Contracts placed by MOW 
Whitehall, SW1, 


during week ended January 16:— 
London: 1-18, Richmond-ter., 
External and internal decorations, South London De- 
corators, Ltd., 9, Streatham High-rd., London, SW16. 
Buckinghamshire: NAB Site 8, Wing Airfield, Bucks, 
Alterations, etc., to huts, Frank J. Mitchell, Ltd., 25, 
Wendover-rd., Aylesbury. Hertfordshire: Ashridge 
Public Records Office, External decorations, J. L. 
Constantine & Co., Ltd., Dellfield-ave., Berkhamsted. 
Surrey: Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, Reconstruc- 
tion houses, 7, 8, 9 and 9a, William Wood & Son, 
Ltd., Taplow, Bucks. Warwickshire: PO, Springfield, 
ATE, Birmingham, New extension, A. Pearce & Sons 


(Building Contractors), Ltd., Victoria-st., Birming- 
ham 9. 
Yorkshire: Showers Mills, Frizinghall, Bradford, 


Alterations and adaptations to form combined engi- 
neers’ and surveyors’ depot, T. Obank & Sons, Ltd., 
Cyprus Works, Thackley, Bradford Automatic Tele- 
phone Exchange, Crossgates-rd., Leeds, Extension to 
existing premises, Walter Ripley & Sons, Ltd., 128, 
West-st., Leeds 1; Post Office, Old Gas Works, 
Thornton-rd., Bradford, Erection of Romney huts, 


J. Moulson & Son, Ltd., Bower-st. Works, Brad- 
ford 5; Post Office, Wombwell, Erection, Bernard 
Pumfrey, Ltd., Winters Works, Lea-rd., Gains- 


borough, Lincs. 

{London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by WD 
during week ended January 16:— 

Nottinghamshire: Painting and decorating, Arundel 
(Contractors), Ltd., Bradford. Sussex: Miscel- 
laneous, A Cruttenden & Sons, Ltd., Brighton. Ren- 
frewshire: Building, Houston & Young, Ltd., Barr- 
head. Inverness-shire: Building, The Scottish Tar- 
macadam and Asphalte Co., Ltd., Glasgow. Dun- 
bartonshire: Civil engineering, The Scottish Tarmac- 


adam & Asphalte Co., Ltd., Glasgow. Co. Antrim: 
Building, Farrans, Ltd., Belfast. Hampshire : 
Roofing repairs, Manchester Slate Co., Ltd., 
London, SWI. Berkshire: Building, John Knox 
(Bristol), Ltd., Bristol 3. Northamptonshire : 


Building, C. E. Ivens & Sons, Ltd., Lichborough. 
Mansfield.—Extensions to X-ray dept. at King’s Mill 
Hospital: *Herbert Baggaley, Ltd., Mansfield, £7,769. 
MCC.—Works for EC:—Extension to Chandos sec. 
mod. boys’ and girls’ sch., *W. H. Gaze & Sons, 
Ltd.. £46,573. Additional ‘hostel accommodation at 


Maria Grey training college, *W. S. Try, Ltd., 
£107,771. | Erection of Wise-la. (Harmondsworth 
estate) prim. sch., George Moss & Son, Ltd., 


£80,409 (plus £1,150 for copper roofing in lieu of 
felt roofing in specification). 

Newcastle.—Co-op. Society propose to extend their 
business premises and store in St. Michael’s-rd., New- 
castle: *Co-op. Society Works Dept., Claremont-rd., 
Newcastle. 

Ringwood.—Two single-storey dwellings, St. Leon- 
ards, Ringwood, Frank Andrews, LRIBA: *W. J. 
Percy, Ltd., Wimborne-rd., Ferndown. 

Ringwood and Fordingbridge.—Works for RDC:— 
20 dwellings at Picket Field, Fordingbridge. Frank 
Andrews, LRIBA, 45, High-st., Ringwood: *Rawlings, 
Ltd., Harbour-rd., Hamworthy, Poole. 14 dwellings 
~ Fairlie Park, Ringwood. Frank Andrews, LRIBA, 

High-st., Ringwood: *The New Forest Cons. Co., 
PsP cer rd., New Milton. 

Rotherham.—Alterations and extensions to Block } 
at Oakwood Hall, for Reg. Hospital Brd.: *Ackroyd 
& Abbott, Ltd., Sheffield, £11,051. 

St. Marylebone.—Erecticn of eight flats on the site 
of Nos. 147-149, Gloucester-pl., NW1, for BC: *Y. J. 
Lovell & Sons, Ltd., 6, Bathurst-gdns., W2. 

Scottish Special Housi A iati 
tracts placed during 
December 18, 1953:— 

Site Servicing 

Hilton, Inverness (50 Space-Saving),'W. Tawse, Ltd., 

Carse, Inverness, site servicing. 


House Erection 

Newbattle, Midlothian (247 No-Fines), Northern 
Sports Ground Construction Co., Ltd., Edinburgh, 
fencing. Pathhead, Midlothian, "SE Scotland Elec- 
tricity Brd., Musselburgh, electric. 

Mastrick, Aberdeen (58 Space-Saving), J. F. Ander- 
son, 33, Summer-st., Aberdeen, electric; Kymock & 
Robertson, 280, Rosemount-pl., Aberdeen, paint: 
Hugh Dow, Ltd., 162, Constitution-st., Aberdeen, 
glazier; Geo. Gibb & Son, 72, Nelson-st., Aberdeen, 
plaster; Marley Tile Co., Ltd., Bishopbriggs, Glasgow, 
tiler and roughcasting; J. F. “Anderson, 33, Summer- 
st., Aberdeen, plumber; Clark & Donaldson, 19-23, 
Princes-st., Aberdeen, joiner; Binnie Bros., Persley, 
Aberdeen, brick, etc. 





Ltd.—Con- 
the " period November 19 to 


Hilton, Inverness (50 Space-Saving).—Chas. 
MacDonald & Son, Inverness, joiner; W. Taylor & 
Son, Inverness, tiler and roughcast; A. Grant & 


Son, Inverness, plaster; J. F. Gray, Aberdeen, paint: 


Byard & Co., Edinburgh, plumber; Hartley Electro- 
motives, Ltd., Edinburgh, electric; Lindsay & Scott, 
Dundee, glazier; Duncan Logan, Ltd., Dingwall, 


mason and brick. Eredine, Argyll (14 Hall), Alex. 
Hall & Son, Ltd., Granitehill-rd., Aberdeen, all trades. 
Telford-rd., Edinburgh (308 No-Fines), James Miller 
& Partners, Ltd., Edinburgh, all trades. Harthill (96 
Traditional), R. Marchbank & Son, 39-41, Union-st., 
Larkhall, handrails. Braehead, Linlithgow (74 Miller), 
James Miller & Partners, Ltd.. Edinburgh. all trades. 
Arden, Glasgow (Various No-Fines), Northern Sports 
Ground Construction Co., Edinbureh, boundary fenc- 
ing. Delphwood, Tullibody (six Traditional), Boyne, 
Smith & Wylie, Edinburgh, electric, Falside-rd., Both- 
well (four Traditional), Barnet & Mortoa, Ltd., Kirk- 

caldy. fencing. 
Barnet & 


Lomond-rd., Balloch (four Traditional), 
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Morton, Ltd., Kirkcaldy, fencing. Springhill, Spring- 
side (30 Stuart), Hay & Anderson, 33, Innerwood-rd., 
Kilwinning, boundary. Wester, Langlea, Galashiels 














NORTHERN COUNTIES 
AREA 


THIS interests YOU 


The 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


has branches at 
BERWICK-UPON-TWEED : DURHAM 
MORPETH : NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
TYNEMOUTH 


This organisation offers unrivalled and 
expert services, including an advantageous 
Insurance Scheme. 


INCLUSIVE SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 per annum 
ALL ALLIED TRADES WELCOMED 
‘Phone or write to: 
The Northern Area Secretary 
(John W. Nicholls, F.C.1.S.) 
123/125 Clayton Street 


NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
Tel.; 20353 








National membership approximates 10,000 














THE BUILDER 


(70 Thomson), Scottish Gas Brd., Galashiels, gas. 
Johnstone (42 Atholl), Scottish Gas Brd., Johnstone, 
gas. Glebe, Douglas (100 Orlit), Orlit’ Co., Btd., 
Edinburgh, all trades. Widow’s Land, Burntisland 
(74 houses), Scottish Gas Brd., Burntisland, gas. 
Arden, Glasgow (260 No-Fines), Pirie & Co. (Paisley), 
Ltd., 84, New Sneddon-st., Paisley, asphalt to 
balconies, 

Southwell (Notts).—24 bungalows, 18 houses and 
eight flats at Forest-rd., Ollerton, for RDC: * H. 
Smith (Builders), Ltd., Sutton-in-Ashfield. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Erection of 68 houses on the 
Portrack estate, for TC. Boro’ A, T. C. Hartley, 28, 
The-square, Stockton: *Teesside Builders, Ltd., Thorn- 
aby-rd., Thornaby-on-Tees, £86,617. 

Stretford.—Alterations at Gorse Park sch., for TC: 
*Atherton & Williams, Ltd., Stretford. 

Sunderland. —Erection of proposed Broadway cty. 

A Cc. 


prim. sch. at Grindon, for EC. Boro’ 

Bishop, Grange House, Stockton-rd., Sunderland: 
*A. V. Clerey & Son, Frederick-st., Sunderland, 
£87,551. 


Wednesbury.—120 houses at Millfields estate and 74 
at Mesty Croft, for TC: *S. J. Smith & Co. (Bidford), 
Ltd., Smith-rd., Wednesbury, £170,194 and £101,970. 

West Ham.—Works for BC. T. E. North, FRIBA, 
Dis. TP, Boro’ A and Planning Officer:—17 shops, 
three cafés, 24 flats, 17 maisonettes. five houses, 
doctor’s surgery, and 12 garages at Freemasons-rd., 
E16: *West Ham Corp. Works Dept., £130,002. 18 
flats and 36 maisonettes at Trinity-st., E16: *West Ham 
Corp. Works Dept., £120,697. 20 houses, 43 flats, 13 
maisonettes at Plaistow Park-rd., E13: *Frank Bilton 
(London), Ltd., 33, Streatham-pl., London, SW2, 
£129,999. 10 houses, 39 flats and 28 maisonettes, 








HOUSES ARE 


CHEAPER ano WARMER 


BUILT WITH 


BROAD-AGHESON 


LOADBEARING BLOCKS 
BROAD & CO. LTD., PADDINGTON, W.2 








Boyle’s -s-s.- Ventilator 


IN USE 





OVER TWO MILLION 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98 HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 


WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 
STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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Queen’s-rd., E13: *Leslie & Co., Ltd., St. James’ 
House, Kensington-sq., London, Ws, £131, S09. 34 
houses, 33 flats and 30 maisonettes at Whitwe.!-rd.. 
E13: *W. J. Jerram, Ltd., Sandford Works, Sandiord- 
rd., East Ham, E6, £181,970. 


NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, regist-red 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents, 


Magni Reflector Co., Ltd. (526423.) Regd. Dec. 2, 
mntrs. of reflecting "and draught controlling fue} 
economisers, fires, etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000.  Dir.: 
R. H. James, 30, Brandy Hole-la., Chichester. 

W. Davis & Co. (Croydon), Ltd. (526445.) Regd. 
Dec. 2, Haling Yard, Holder-st., Brighton-rd.. 
Croydon. To construct, equip motor garages and 
motor coach stations, etc. Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dir. 
W. C. Davis, 2, Hawthorn-cres., Selsdon, Surrey. 

Burke and Roberts, Ltd. (526453.) Regd. Dec. 
Bank-st., Stockport, civil and constructional engrs. 
public works contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £12,000. 
Dir.: R. Burke, 45, Birch-la., Longsight, Manchester. 


Dennis (Woodwork Products), Ltd. (526455.) 
Regd. Dec. 3, Sweden House, 13, Stratford-pl., 
Oxford-st., Wl. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dirs.: H. W. 
Dennis and Nellie L. Dennis, 7, Parkhill-rd., Short- 
lands, Kent. 

Eric E. Dennis, Ltd. (526456.) Regd. Dec. 3, 
plumbers and dirs. in stoves, ranges, chimney pieces, 


etc. Nom. cap.: £4,000. Dirs.: E 
Mrs. H. Dennis, 80/82, Mary-st., Scunthorpe, Lincs. 
R. J. Whitehead & Co., Ltd. (526492.) Regd. Dec 
3, Annfield, Nether Whitacre, Coleshill, Warwickshire, 
bidr., plumber and decorator. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 
Dirs.: R. J. Whitehead and Irene A. Whitehead, Ann- 
field, Nether Whitacre, nr. Coleshill. 
Jameson & Son (Borough), Ltd. 
Dec. 3, bldrs. and contractors, etc. 
Dir.: A. J. Willey, 6, Wolmer-gdns., 
H. F. James (Bournemouth), Ltd. 
Dec. 3, bidr., 


E. Dennis and 


(526495.) Regd. 
Nom. cap.: £100. 
Edgware, Middx. 
(526461.) Regd. 
decorator and contractor. Nom. cap.: 
£1,000. Dirs.: H. F. James and Mrs. J. M. James, 29, 
Harbeck-rd., Bournemouth. 

“* Meadows ’” Development Co., Ltd. (526470.) 
Regd. Dec. 3, 3, Queen-sq., Brighton, bldrs. and 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £200.  Sub.: F. 
— Orchard Lodge, The-avenue, Shoreham- by- 
ea 

Concrete Construction (Western Builders), Ltd. 
(526486.) Regd. Dec. 3, 10, New-sq., Lincolns Inn, 
WC2. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Sub.: J. H. Hussey, 87, 
Woodfield-dr., Gidea Park, Essex. y 








THE ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING C°L 


SALES,HIRE 


ERECTION 
CRADLES 


9, HIGH BEECH ROAD 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL. LOUGHTON $022 


























Station Works, 
King James Sk, 
Southwark, Ses. 








| gM NEGUs [ro 


Building Contractors 


Telephone: 
Waterloo 5474 
(3 lines) 


ane mp rennentitntineete 
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GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


Registered Office: 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE 


MONarch 7597-8 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


Works: 
CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
KENT 
Bexleyheath 5651-4 
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